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SADDLE UP 


Frank wins cycle clubman trophy at 78 


Read by more than 42,000 people 


Price when sold 60p 



BANJO DAN 

Plucky young rising star of folk scene 



MOSt Of 

arrests at 
demo were 
anti-EDL 

MOST of the people arrest¬ 
ed after an English Defence 
League march in Dudley 
were counter protesters, it 
has emerged. 

Police said five out of the 
29 people arrested were 
supporters of the far-right 
EDL. But the rest were 
counter protesters, includ¬ 
ing supporters of the group 
Unite Against Fascism. 

Officers arrested the peo¬ 
ple for breaching the peace 
during the protests on Feb¬ 
ruary 7 in the town centre. 

Most were released with¬ 
out charge. 

Around 50 members of 
Unite Against Fascism held 
a counter-protest in Castle 
Street while EDL protesters 
gathered outside the council 
house on Priory Road after 
marching from King Street. 

The breakdown on the ar¬ 
rests was confirmed by West 
Midlands Police following 
a Freedom of Information 
request. 

The force drafted in hun¬ 
dreds of extra officers from 
as far away as Wales to 
cover the demonstrations. 
Policing the event cost tax¬ 
payers £321,000. 

Hundreds of officers from 
across the country were 
called in as more than 600 
members of the far right or¬ 
ganisation descended on the 
town. 

Some 70 shops closed for 
the day. 

Revamp for 
Victorian Day 

HALESOWEN’S Victorian 
Day will be replaced with 
a new fair in an attempt to 
attract more people. 

The event, which has run 
for almost 25 years, will be 
replaced with a Black Coun¬ 
try Fair on July 25, as part 
of the month-long Black 
Country Festival. It will be 
organised by Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis Rotary Club. 

Organiser Keith Law 
said: “Although the Victo¬ 
rian Day has always been 
successful, we felt a Black 
Country fair would be more 
accessible.” 


CALL FOR MORE 
NURSERY PLACES 


MORE nursery places for children 
with special needs should be created 
in Dudley, the borough’s education 
chief says, as a fresh consultation 
with parents got under way. 

Councillor Tim Crumpton has pledged to re¬ 
view the services on offer to families. 

It comes after the council made a U-turn on plans to 


scrap free transport to nurs¬ 
eries following a petition 
signed by more than 800 
people. 

Councillor Crumpton said 
the consultation had high¬ 
lighted the need to look at 
how services could be im¬ 
proved, as he believed there 
was a shortage of nursery 
places in the borough. 

“We are are going to look 
at the wider picture,” he 
said. “We need extra places 
and some of the children 
need help with transport, so 
we are going to look at what 
changes or improvements 
we need to make. 

“I am going to meet a 
group of parents to discuss 
the outcomes of the first 
consultation and discuss 
what we are going to do 
next.” 

Councillor Crumpton said 
he was keen to get as many 
views as possible. 

Value 

“The consultation has of¬ 
fered tremendous value on 
many levels and has high¬ 
lighted to everyone the un¬ 
doubted quality of our early 
years services. 

“It has raised a tough de¬ 
bate around how we deliver 
education for children with 
additional needs. 

“We will now be gather¬ 
ing the information from 
the consultation before sit¬ 
ting down to consult further 
with colleagues in the coun¬ 
cil’s scrutiny committee and 


By Heather Large 


with parents to see how we 
can best move forward. We 
made it clear from the out¬ 
set that no child would be 
denied access to these nurs¬ 
eries because of money and 
that we would continue to 
provide support where it is 
needed. 

“We know we need to look 
at the service in the wider 
context and this may involve 
re-modelling it to ensure 
everyone has access to these 
much-valued services,” he 
added. 

Dudley Council originally 
proposed the transport ser¬ 
vice for children attending 
specialist nurseries be cut as 
part of its budget proposals 
for 2015/16. 

But the controversial 
move was withdrawn follow¬ 
ing consultations with par¬ 
ents and the tabling of an 
amendment by the Conserv¬ 
ative group at a full council 
meeting last week. 

The controlling Labour 
group accepted the amend¬ 
ment and it was passed by 
councillors. 

Parents attending the full 
council meeting cheered as 
they heard the amendment 
had been supported. 

The authority currently 
pays for dozens of children 
with additional needs to 
travel to specialist nurseries 
in the borough but says it is 
not legally required to do so. 



Pupil Emma Alonzo at Earl’s High School in Halesowen with Steven Butler who writes the Dennis the Menace books 


PUPILS were given a chance to meet 
several popular children’s authors at a 
special event. 

The Biggest Book Show On Earth 
2015 came to Earls High School in 
Halesowen on Friday when guests in¬ 
cluded Steven Butler, current author 
of the Dennis the Menace books, and 
Cerrie Burrell, a former Cbeebies pre¬ 
senter turned children’s author. 

More than a hundred children from 
around 20 schools were able to get 
their books signed at the show, which 
featured several talks. The visit coin¬ 
cided with World Book Day. 

Mr Butler is the latest person to 


think up new scrapes for comic book 
hero Dennnis the Menace, who first 
appeared in The Beano. 

He said: “Writing can be quite a sol¬ 
itary thing, it is nice to get out there 
and meet the children you are writing 
for.” 

Tracy Holland, who organised the 
event, said the school has hosted many 
well-known children’s authors and 
runs several book clubs. 

Mrs Holland said. “There were 22 
primary and secondary schools in¬ 
volved, and 17 of our own students 
aged between nine and 13 also took 
part. 


“It is great for the children to meet 
their favourite authors and illustra¬ 
tors. 

“Many of the children say they love 
Dennis the Menace but might not 
know about all the history it has at¬ 
tached to it, so it is good for them to 
see it.” 

Other guests included illustrators 
Guy Parker-Rees and Simon Bartram 
and author Abi Elphinstone. 

Director of World Book Day, Kirsten 
Grant, said: “There was this idea that 
all the big events happened in London, 
which is why we started the Biggest 
Book Show On Earth tour.” 


Hundreds 
at tribute 
service for 
Christina 

A MEMORIAL service to 
mark the second anniversa¬ 
ry of the death of schoolgirl 
Christina Edkins took place 
at Birmingham Cathedral. 

The 16-year-old was 
stabbed to death on a bus 
in Birmingham on her way 
to school in Halesowen on 
March 7, 2013, by paranoid 
schizophrenic P hilli p Sime- 
lane. 

More than 200 people at¬ 
tended the hour-long service 
at St Philip’s Cathedral on 
Saturday. 

Christina’s great uncle 
Chris Melia said: “The sup¬ 
port of people in keeping 
Christina’s memory alive is 
very important to her par¬ 
ents.” 

Christina, from Lady- 
wood, was attacked on the 
number nine bus as it trav¬ 
elled along the Hagley Road. 

Detained 

She was on her way to 
Leasowes High School. 

Philip Simelane, 23, from 
Walsall, later admitted man¬ 
slaughter on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility. 
He was detained indefinitely 
under the Mental Health 
Act at a hearing at Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court in Octo¬ 
ber 2013. 

A report found Christi¬ 
na’s death could have been 
prevented if Simelane had 
been given mental health 
treatment. 

Town's bus 
lanes axed 

PLANS to scrap bus lanes 
in Halesowen have been ap¬ 
proved. 

Dudley transport boss 
Councillor Khurshid Ahmed 
has given the go-ahead to 
axe the lanes in Bromsgrove 
Road and westbound on 
Queensway. 

It followed a 12-month 
trial which the council said 
had shown there were no 
benefits of having them. 

Councillor Ahmed said: 
“The cost of revoking the 
lanes will be approximately 
£2,500.” 


SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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Bostin' victory for festival organisers 


ABSOLUTELY bostin’ — that was 
the comment after the Black Coun¬ 
try Festival won a top award. 

It was the day the Black Country 
went to London and beat competi¬ 
tion from big names such as Bar¬ 
clays and Aldi to the honour. Now 
organisers in Dudley have called 
on Wolverhampton, Walsall and 
Sandwell to make this year’s event 
even better. 


Dudley Council’s public relation 
campaign won the Community En¬ 
gagement campaign of the Year at 
the PRmoment awards 2015 held in 
London last week. 

Thousands of people attended 
events to mark Black Country Day, 
July 14, for the second year. 

Campaigners led by Gary Sawers 
founded the Black Country Festival 
to coincide with the day. Steve Ed¬ 


wards is festival committee chair¬ 
man and Dave Brownhill is events 
organiser. Events were held primar¬ 
ily in Dudley thanks to the support 
of Dudley Council communications 
officer Phil Parker and Councillors 
Pete Lowe and Ian Marrey. 

Mr Edwards, who attended the 
awards ceremony, said: “For us to 
go down all dressed up to London 
and win, it’s absolutely hostin’. 


“What we want now is Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell and Walsall to 
be involved more, not just Dudley.” 

Mr Sawers said plans were al¬ 
ready gathering pace for this year’s 
event with the return of the Hale¬ 
sowen Carnival among events 
planned. 

“Things are coming together well. 
We just want it to be bigger and bet¬ 
ter,” he said. 


Concern grows over 
homeless on streets 


MORE than 50 people are sleeping rough on 
streets in the West Midlands - including six in 
Dudley — sparking calls for more to be done 
to tackle the issue. 

It comes as the number of homeless people in Eng¬ 
land rises by 14 per cent. The figure of 52 for rough 
sleepers in the Black Country, Staffordshire and Bir- 
mingham is up by one on t he year before. 

Statistics for autumn last 
year are intended to give 
a ‘snapshot’ of how many 
rough sleepers would be 
found on any one night. 

The study by the Depart¬ 
ment for Communities and 
Local Government found 
that 2,744 people slept 
rough in England in autumn 
2014, an increase of 14 per 
cent from 2,414 in 2013. 

The number of people 
sleeping rough across the 
country has increased year- 
on-year over the last five 
years and by 55 per cent 
since 2010. 


Brewery to 
be sponsor 
at museum 

A BREWERY has joined 
forces with Dudley’s Black 
Country Living Museum to 
stage some of the biggest 
events at the attraction. 

Banks’s Brewery, in 
Wolverhampton, has been 
named sole sponsor of the 
Tipton Road museum’s 
1940s weekend and three 
Halloween nights to be held 
later this year. 

Bosses from the museum 
said the agreement with the 
brewery, which was founded 
in 1840 and is part of Mar- 
ston’s, had now been final¬ 
ised. 

As part of the scheme, a 
selection of Marston’s beer 
will be supplied at both 
events and each event will 
be represented by its own 
brew. Visitors will be able to 
sup the brewery’s Sunbeam 
beer at the 1940s weekend. 
The Halloween evenings 
will have Hobgoblin, a brew 
from sister brand Wych- 
wood which is also owned 
by Marston’s. 

The museum will stock 
Banks’s merchandise in its 
shop and eateries. In re¬ 
turn Marston’s staff will be 
working with museum staff 
to train in managing cellars. 

Director of development 
at the museum Vicki Stan¬ 
ley said they were pleased 
the agreement had now 
been confirmed. 


Doorways 

High streets in Dudley 
and Bearwood are being 
used with homeless people 
squeezing into shop door¬ 
ways or under canopies. 

There are seven peo¬ 
ple sleeping rough in Wol¬ 
verhampton on any given 
night, compared to six 
in 2013. There were six 
in Dudley— the same as 
the previous year — five 
in Walsall, which is three 
fewer than 2013, and two 
in Sandwell, which is down 
from three. In Birmingham 
there are 20, up from 14 the 
year before. 

Chief executive How¬ 
ard Sinclair, of Charity St 
Mungo’s Broadway, which 
helps 2,500 homeless people 
across England, said: “We 
are extremely concerned 
that yet again we are seeing 
a rise in the levels of rough 
sleeping. 

“This is a problem that we 
cannot ignore and needs to 
be a top priority for the next 
Government.” 


Frank’s still in the frame at 78 



Veteran cyclist Frank Hodgkiss, 78, is Wolverhampton Racing’s clubman of the year 


NEARLY 50 years after Frank Hodgkiss 
won a string of cycling competitions, the 
78-year-old is showing no signs of slowing. 

Frank has just won the clubman of the 
year award at Wolverhampton Racing Cy¬ 
cling Club. The Sedgley rider still cycles at 
least 85 miles a week and helps organise 
events throughout the year. 

Though he admits that the days when he 
competed against Hugh Porter seem like a 
lifetime ago, he has no intention of locking 
away his bike. He says the racing club is 


still a major part of his life and fellow mem¬ 
bers are some of his best friends. 

Frank discovered the club during regular 
visits to Frank Clements’ bike shop in Snow 
Hill. He still attends meetings every Mon¬ 
day night and is involved in the running of 
the club. His wife Penny was a keen cyclist 
but was forced to give up due to arthritis. 

But Frank hopes to keep going for years 
yet. “I go out cycling three times a week and 
it’s great to get back and have a coffee with 
the others,” he said. 


nips back 
move to 
name road 
dead pets 

MPS have backed calls for 
the Highways Agency to 
identify pets killed on the 
roads and inform owners. 

It followed a 120,000 
signature petition which 
sparked a debate in the 
Commons highlighting the 
plight of Yorkshire teacher 
Judy Devine whose dog, 
Harvey, was killed on the 
M62. She spent £8,000 try¬ 
ing to find him only to be 
told his body had been re¬ 
covered by officials within 
20 minutes of his death. 

There have been calls for 
a ‘Harvey’s Law’ to bring 
back mandatory scanning of 
animals to see if they are mi- 
crochipped following a death 
on the road, as happens in 
Cornwall and Devon. 

Stourbridge MP Margot 
James told the Commons: “I 
lost a dog on the road when 
I was a child, a Great Dane 
called Max. I have never 
forgotten him, but at least 
we knew within 24 hours 
or less, which saved a lot of 
additional heartache. Pets, 
especially dogs and cats, are 
part of the family. That is 
the most important reason 
to get this matter rectified 
with the national Highways 
Agency.” 

Ian Austin, MP for Dud¬ 
ley North, added: “Those 
checks should be mandatory 
across the country. “ 

Talent show 
run at college 

THE hunt is on for young 
dancers, singers and enter¬ 
tainers to enter a Sandwell 
talent show and win up to 
£500. 

Auditions for the summer 
Shape Your Talent show are 
being held on April 19 from 
9am to 6pm at Sandwell Col¬ 
lege. 

The college and Sandwell 
Council are organising the 
talent show for young peo¬ 
ple aged nine to 19 from 
Sandwell who will perform 
in front of a panel profes¬ 
sional judges. 

For more details and to 
register go to www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/SHAPEEvents 

Spaghetti work 

REPAIRS to Spaghetti 
Junction - one of the busi¬ 
est stretches of road in the 
country - are set to drag on 
into next spring after work¬ 
ers found damage around 
its loadbearing supports 
and joints, which carry the 
weight of 200,000 vehicles 
every day. 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QR1 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 















































































More jobs 
are under 
scrutiny 
for savings 

A CONSULTATION on 
the second phase of a re¬ 
view to cut £1 million from 
Dudley Council’s manage¬ 
ment budget will begin this 
month. 

The council has already 
slashed the number of di¬ 
rector and assistant direc¬ 
tor posts from 22 to 11 as it 
battles to find up to £57m of 
savings within three years. 

Bosses will now look at 
the next tier down with 
heads of service being re¬ 
viewed. 

A consultation process is 
due to start this month. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, 
leader of Dudley Council 
said: “Once complete, the 
major restructure currently 
underway in Dudley is still 
on track to reduce senior 
management costs by £lm. 

Redundancy 

“This is not just a one-off 
saving; it will be on-going, 
year on year. 

“In the first year there 
will be redundancy and pen¬ 
sion costs to take into con¬ 
sideration. 

“However, looking to the 
future, the senior manage¬ 
ment restructure in Dud¬ 
ley is still on track to save 
this authority £lm each and 
every year.” 

Stabbing — 
teen in court 

A TEENAGER will appear 
in Wolverhampton Crown 
Court accused of attempt¬ 
ed murder after a man was 
stabbed on his doorstep in 
Dudley. 

The 17-year-old youth 
was arrested at an address 
in Netherton on February 
24. A 65-year-old man was 
attacked just before 6.15pm 
on the same day in Owen 
Street, Kates Hill, suffering 
serious stab wounds to his 
head, shoulder, chest and 
back. 

At a hearing on Thursday 
it was agreed that the case 
will be heard in Wolver¬ 
hampton on March 20. 


Bostin' night out 

A BOSTIN’ night is in store 
with Black Country Gaz and 
comedienne Marleen. Big 
Up the Black Country fea¬ 
tures singing, comedy and 
even bellydancing at the 
Station Hotel, Castle Hill, 
on April 10. Tickets £10 in¬ 
clude faggots and peas. Call 
07866 476633. 


Second chance because of 'disruptive lifestyle' 


A TEENAGER from Dudley who took part 
in a street robbery has been given another 
chance to avoid being put behind bars af¬ 
ter breaching her suspended jail sentence 
by failing turn up for a probation appoint¬ 
ment. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court sitting at 
the city’s magistrates court heard that Sta¬ 
cey Nance was part of a group who stole a 
mobile phone in an attack where the victim 
was punched and kicked. 

She was given an 18 months jail sentence 


suspended for two years for robbery. She 
was also given a curfew with supervision 
when she was sentenced at Birmingham 
Crown Court in December. 

Structure 

But Nance admitted breaching the order 
on January 27 after she failed to attend a 
probation appointment. 

She was then arrested and kept in cus¬ 
tody. 

Mrs Blondel Thompson, defending bar¬ 


rister, told the hearing at Wolverhampton: 
“All told she has missed many appoint¬ 
ments and the probation report indicates 
that this was due to her life lacking struc¬ 
ture. She also lacks self-esteem. 

“They think they can help her by putting 
her on a short skills course,” added Mrs 
Thompson. 

Sentencing judge Mr Recorder Ciaran 
Rankin agreed to follow the recommenda¬ 
tion and he ordered Nance, of Stourbridge 
Road, Dudley, to attend the Mariposa Pro¬ 


ject for 20 days to help her overcome her 
‘disruptive lifestyle’. She must also observe 
a curfew from 8pm to 6am for one month. 

“You were extremely fortunate to get a 
suspended sentence in the first place,” said 
the judge. 

“Having being given a fresh opportunity 
you almost immediately failed to comply 
with the supervision order.” 

He added that his decision not to trigger 
the jail term was due to her age and the fact 
that she had spent time in custody. 


NHS give GPs more power 
over £ 400 m health budget 


GENERAL practitioners in Dudley have been 
handed more power to manage the bor¬ 
ough’s £400 million health care budget. 

They will work with NHS England to decide how 
the money is spent and buy patient services such as 
hospital care and physiotherapy. 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) has been 
given the green light to take over responsibility for co-com- 


missionmg the majority 
of GP services from next 
month. It is among some of 
the first organisations in the 
country to be given the go- 
ahead by NHS England. 

Doctors will be more 
involved in planning de¬ 
velopments and making 
improvements to existing 
services. They have already 
introduced longer opening 
hours at surgeries on Sat¬ 
urday mornings and prepa¬ 
rations are under way for 
a new urgent care centre to 
open at Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal next month. 

Pressure 

The new centre has been 
designed to reduce pressure 
on the under-pressure A&E 
and will replace the walk-in 
centre at Holly Hall. It will 
be open 24/7 and patients 
will be able to make ap¬ 
pointments or just turn up. 

Clinical executive Dr Jas 
Rathore said taking on 
more responsibility would 
enable Dudley CCG to make 
improvements. 

“When we say ‘co-com¬ 
missioning’ we mean tak¬ 
ing joint responsibility with 


By Heather Large 

NHS England for commis¬ 
sioning, planning, develop¬ 
ing, delivering, monitoring 
and managing the budget 
for GP services across Dud¬ 
ley,” he said. 

“We know our area, we 
know where GP services are 
most in need of improve¬ 
ment, we know the prac¬ 
tices which are providing an 
outstanding service and can 
help to lead by example. 

“Taking on a co-commis- 
sioning role will help us to 
make sure that our knowl¬ 
edge helps to shape future 
developments and protect 
the range of services. 

“It also helps us to en¬ 
sure that there remains a 
local focus on primary care 
in Dudley, supporting col¬ 
leagues in general practice 
to get the best services for 
local people,” he added. 

Chairman of Dudley CCG 
Dr David Hegarty said: 
“Building better GP services 
and wrapping improved 
community health care 
around those GP services is 
a key part of our vision.” 


Museum seeks volunteers 

THE Black Country Living Museum is looking for more 
volunteers to join its ranks of re-enactors. 

The museum in Tipton Road, Dudley, also needs people 
to help behind the scenes at its 26-acre site. 

The museum has a number of volunteer groups includ¬ 
ing the Black Country Motor Company maintaining the 
collection of vintage vehicles. See the website bclm.com/ 
volunteer or call 0121 557 9643. 



One of the firm’s ‘spidermen’, Ryan Cook, 25, from Stourbridge, at the cathedral 


In spired 
to scale 
heights at 
cathedral 

A GROUP of self-confessed 
‘spidermen’ were prepared 
to scale great heights to 
help rid Lichfield Cathe¬ 
dral of a problem with birds 
droppings. 

A team from Stourbridge 
firm Safer Access Solutions 
scaled the inside of the 35 
metre high spire to install 
a mesh to prevent pigeons 
from getting in and fouling 
the historic building. 

The four strong group an¬ 
swered a call from the cathe¬ 
dral, which wants to open an 
existing viewing gallery on 
the outside of the cathedral 
roof to the public by Easter, 
but had not been able to do 
so until now because to get 
access would have meant 
passing through the church 
tower covered in bird mess. 

Safer Access Solutions 
boss Gary Cook said the 
birds had got in through 
slats in the roof of the 
church but the mesh would 
prevent them in future. 

His company used ropes 
attached to bolts to scale the 
heights. The other three em¬ 
ployees then followed him 
to the top and abseiled back 
down again after installing 
the mesh. 

“We are basically spider¬ 
men — we climb to the top 
of high buildings to do jobs,” 
he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Town hall repair 
work on schedule 

REPAIR work at Dudley 
Town Hall is on track to 
finish by the end of the 
month. 

Loose plaster on the 
ceiling forced the venue 
to close in December with 
some shows being can¬ 
celled, moved or postponed. 

Concerts and perfor¬ 
mances needed to be 
re-arranged or moved to 
alternative venues. 

Wednesday evening 
dances, run by Fiona Ben¬ 
nett, have been moved to 
Dudley College. 

Officials said work was 
progressing well and due to 
be completed on schedule. 

Lions roar in to 
help responders 

A LIONS club has selected 
the Black Country First 
Responders as its charity 
of the year. 

Dudley Lions Club will 
be donating money to the 
organisation, volunteers 
who attend emergencies 
and are called out if they 
can reach a scene more 
quickly than the ambu¬ 
lance service. They receive 
no funding from the NHS 
or Government. 

Responders usually cover 
an area within seven min¬ 
utes of their home, backed 
by ambulance crews. 

Talk on veteran 
of Light Brigade 

THE life of a Black Coun¬ 
try alderman who was a 
veteran of the Crimean 
War will be in the spotlight 
at a coffee morning on 
March 27. 

A talk on John Kilvert 
will take place at Wednes- 
bury Museum and Art Gal¬ 
lery at 11am, admission £2. 

Alderman Kilvert was 
the Mayor of Wednesbury 
in 1905 and took part in 
the Charge of the Light 
Brigade. 

Canal crafty to 
help Comic Relief 

VISITORS to Dudley canal 
tunnel can make masks 
to raise money by taking 
part in craft activities in 
support of Comic Relief on 
Sunday. 

Children can take part 
in the event organised by 
Dudley Canal Trust from 
11.30am to 1.30pm. Call 
0121 557 6265 or email 
info@dudleycanaltrust. 
org.uk to book. 

Beer lovers meet 

THE Dudley and South 
Staffordshire branch of the 
Campaign for Real Ale is 
holding its annual gener¬ 
al meeting in the upstairs 
room at The Court House 
pub in New Street, Dudley, 
onMarch 30 at 8pm. 
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CYPRESS NURSERY 


MOTHER’S DAY: Gifts, including pot plants, baskets, 
tubs and fresh flowers 

READY NOW: Pansies, Violas, Primulas and Polyanthus 
Spring flowering perennials and bulbs 
* Azaleas * Camellias * New selection of Heucheras 
Outdoor Palms, Bamboos and Grasses 
Fruit trees * Ornamental trees and conifers 
* Evergreen trees and shrubs 
SPECIAL OFFER: Rose bushes only £2.50 
CLEARANCE SALE of open ground conifers in all sizes 
until the end of March 

Lawn Turf * Coal and Logs * Compost (3 for £10) 

Yew Tree Lane (off Powke Lane) Blackheath 
Phone: 0121 559 1495 


OPENING TIMES 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 - 5.15 


Due to being open 7 days - Closed 1 - 2 for lunch 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
www.cypressnursery.net 



Forthcoming April Day Trips now available - Bristol 
Zoo, Spring Flower Show, Steam Train & Boat Ride 


GUARANTEED 3* & 4* HOTELS ARE USED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 


27th March 5 days Falmouth Membly Hall Hotel, 3 stars, Trebah Gardens, Eden Project, 

St Michael’s Mount and ride the Bodmin Railway. £299 

3rd April 4 days Weston Super Mare York Hotel, Tewkesbury, Cheddar Gorge, City of 

Wells and Gloucester. £179 

3rd April 4 Days Llandudno Four Oaks Hotel, train ride on Ffestiniog, Boat or Steam 
train ride at Llangollen train ride at Padarn 

10th April 3 days Sidmouth The Bedford Hotel, ride the Seaton Tramway, Weston and 

Exeter. £179 

13th April 5 days Bournemouth Cumberland Hotel, Dorset cruise, Steam train ride, 

Salisbury Cathedral & Stonehenge. £279 

13th April 5 days Isle of Wight Trouvile Hotel, 3 stars, 3 excursions included.... £279 

24th April 5 days Scarborough Royal Hotel, 3 stars, Humber Bridge, The Deep 

Aquarium, Whitby, Steam train ride, Eden Camp and York City £259 

27th April 5 days Eastbourne Landsdown Hotel, Brighton, Rye and Battle. £295 

4th May 5 Days llfrancombe Osborne Hotel Excursions Lincoln, Coombe Matin, 

Bideford. £259 

8th May 3 Days Liverpool Adelphi Hotel Excursions Chester & Southport. £149 

8th May 4 Days Skegness Royal Hotel Excursions Lincoln & Nottingham Castle.... £195 

2015 DAY TRIP / HOLIDAY BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 


Opening Times 9.00am-4.30pm Monday-Saturday 
www.bowensholidays.com • Telephone: 0121 5591237 


H?l 


ft 

•S RETAILER 

<n mi: vr.ii 





OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 
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THE BEST OF * - 
PETERRHODES^^ 

NHS place-names. A friend just back from hospital 
describes the daily delight of being wheeled between the 
Catheter Suite and the Discharge Lounge. 

IN darker vein, the government’s Animal & Plant Agen¬ 
cy is advertising a couple of jobs, one for a disease-con¬ 
tainment manager, the other for a lab technician. A 
sharp-eyed reader spotted the adverts in a trade journal 
under the cheerful heading: “Post Mortem Opportunities 
- Weybridge.” 

DID you catch the spokesman for Kew Gardens on the 
radio saying the only way to overcome its cash problems 
was to “grow our income”? Plant some for me. 

BEFORE long, according to estimates this week, Britain 
will spend more on overseas aid than on its own defence. 
There is a name for policies like this. Madness. 

MOST cheering sight of the week was the CCTV foot¬ 
age of the thief in Drogheda, Ireland, who tried to smash 
the window of a Mercedes with a brick. It bounced back, 
hit him in the face and knocked him out until the cops 
arrived. Perfect. 

WHILE every UKIP candidate and councillor has been 
relentlessly examined for signs of racism, anti-semitism 
or bigotry, the Green Party’s candidates seem to have 
escaped scrutiny. This is probably because the default 
media mindset is UKIP=bad, Green=good. But the 
painfully embarrassing “brain fade” interview by Green 
leader Natalie Bennett surely raises questions. It is fair to 
assume that the mumbling, stumbling, lost-for-facts Ms 
Bennett, being leader of the organisation, is one of the 
best candidates the Green Party can produce. So what 
are the worst like? 

HOW times change. In 2015, UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage’s definition of “normal” immigration is about 
50,000 arrivals a year. In 1968, Enoch Powell’s definition 
of madness leading to “Rivers of Blood” was - about 
50,000 arrivals a year. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Whereabouts unknown 
for 39 sex offenders 


ALMOST 40 convicted sex offenders in the 
West Midlands have gone missing. One has 
been missing for almost 10 years. 

Police revealed that they do not know the where¬ 
abouts of 39 registered sex offenders, one who went 
missing in 2006 and a further nine between 2010 
and 2012. 

Behind London, the West Midlands has the highest num¬ 


ber number of missing sex 
offenders in England. 

West Mercia Police said 
six registered sex offend¬ 
ers were missing, including 
one whose whereabouts had 
been unknown for eight 
years. Figures from Staf¬ 
fordshire Police were not 
available. 

Across the country, 396 
sex offenders are wanted, 
including some who have 
been missing for more than 
a decade. 

One convicted sex of¬ 
fender in Gloucestershire 
has been missing since 2000, 
another in Northumbria dis¬ 
appeared in May 2002, while 
Humberside Police said the 
whereabouts of one regis¬ 
tered sex offender had been 
unknown since September 
2004. 

Registered sex offenders 
— including rapists and pae¬ 
dophiles — are required to 
inform police and probation 
officers of their addresses 
and are supposed to be mon¬ 
itored by officials working 
under multi-agency public 
protection arrangements. 


By Tim Spiers 


In a statement through 
campaign group The Phoe¬ 
nix Post, Sara Payne, whose 
daughter Sarah was ab¬ 
ducted and killed in 2000 
by convicted paedophile Roy 
Whiting, said: “It’s com¬ 
pletely unacceptable that 
any registered sex offenders 
have disappeared from au¬ 
thority management, put¬ 
ting the public at risk. It’s 
time to take some serious 
proactive action to bring 
them back under the police 
radar.” 

A Home Office spokes¬ 
woman said: “The UK has 
some of the toughest powers 
in the world to deal with sex 
offenders and we are com¬ 
mitted to ensuring the sys¬ 
tem is as robust as possible. 

“It is for the police to 
manage offenders in their 
area, but we work closely 
with forces to ensure legis¬ 
lation is effective and that 
officers have all the tools 
they need.” 


WPC 56 back on the beat 



Claudia Jessie is WPC Annie Taylor in the TV series 


AFTER impressive ratings 
and good reviews for its first 
two series, WPC 56 has re¬ 
turned to our screens for a 
third series. 

The daytime drama , 
much of which which was 
filmed at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum, follows 
the day-to-day encountersof 
a woman police constable 
in the testosterone-fuelled 
world of policing in the 
1950s at the fictional Brin- 
ford Police Station, a satel¬ 
lite town of Birmingham. 

The drama’s former lead¬ 
ing lady, WPC Gina Dawson, 
played by Jennie Jacques - 
who recently starred in the 
blockbuster Vikings - has 
moved on to the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police Force and rookie 
firebrand WPC Annie Tay¬ 
lor has stepped in to walk 
her beat. 

Taylor, played by tal¬ 
ented newcomer Claudia 
Jessie, is a determined and 
no-nonsense young copper 
determined to follow in the 
footsteps of her bobby fa¬ 
ther. 

Jessie plays Taylor as a 
tough cookie, using her Mo- 
seley-born Brummie accent 
to full effect. WPC 56 airs at 
2.15pm on BBC One. 


It’s a pitch 
battle over 
hike in 
hire price 

FOOTBALL coaches and 
players have called for plans 
to increase pitch hire costs 
across the borough by up to 
40 per cent to be kicked into 
touch. 

But league officials and 
teams have been told they 
should take over the man¬ 
agement of their pitches. 

Senior adult teams will 
see a fees hike from just 
over £500 per season to 
around £710 under new 
rises ratified by the council 
last week. League officials 
and managers hope to force 
the council to rethink before 
it is introduced in August. 

Councillor Patrick Har¬ 
ley, leader of the Conserva¬ 
tive group opposition, helps 
run High Acres Football 
Club at King George V Park, 
Wordsley, in the Dudley and 
Cradley Heath Football 
League. He said the coun¬ 
cil would lose out if the rise 
caused teams to fold. 

“They say the fees are the 
best in the Black Country. 
That is because the facilities 
are awful,” he said. “They 
only come to mow the grass, 
paint the lines and take the 
goals down at the end of 
the season before throwing 
some seed down.” 

Leisure boss Councillor 
Hilary Bills said the council 
had been subsidising pitches 
but had to make savings, 
adding: “If they try to man¬ 
age them themselves they 
can get hold of more funding 
than the council could.” 


■(i-Zw Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


ra 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 

♦!* Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


AL L WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


homeclad iPLUMBMASTER 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Complete Bathroom 
FROM £ 1 89.99 

(eluding 1700 x 700 bath, basin, toilet 


Wide selection Of • Complete central heating and parts available 
walk-in showers • Taps • Towel rails • Showers 
available • Fascias & guttering 


7 Kitchen Units / EBMEUGL 

11 fjrr - i 


£490 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 


0121 4751112 


E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


GREAT VALUE COACH TOURS 

FC 


[Weywouwj 

Urne Regis $ 
[Jurassic Coast 

] 2 FREE Coach Trips 


1 1 Tom Jones Tribute If 1*1 

I ^Chester (t 

Tom Jones Tribute act in hotel 

I ^Llandudno's Annual May Day Bank 

Hobday Victorian Extravaganza 


sassffis?*. 


Trawelstyle, 


BOOK NOW OR CALL 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient tim J 

For information and app ointment Wll 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Gu ardia^s hij^Trusts 

Members of the ^ 

Goodwills 



w 

DRIVING RANGE 

& GOLF ACADEMY 

Wassell Grove Lane, 
Hagley, DY9 9JW 


hagleygolfpro.co.uk 

taw 01562 883852 



Hark (Country 
(Hazing " 


. Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 

10 Year Guarantee 

iEREE QUOTATIONS 


WNctl?) 


Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 

k*c*uc<m oertass [fensa| 















































Fresh bid 
to revive 
area of 
Waterfront 

MERRY Hill Shopping 
Centre bosses Intu have 
launched fresh efforts to 
find tenants for the nearby 
Waterfront development. 

The company, which runs 
more than 20 shopping cen¬ 
tres, including the Trafford 
Centre in Manchester, in¬ 
herited the canalside site 
when it acquired Westfield’s 
half share of Merry Hill for 
£407.7 million last spring. 

It is already planning to 
spend £20m on Merry Hill 
over the next three years, 
enlarging stores, creating 
more restaurants and at¬ 
tracting more big-name re¬ 
tailers. But it is also aiming 
to revamp the Waterfront. 

Dudley Council has 
launched Dudley Business 
Investment Zone in a bid to 
fill up empty office space and 
create jobs at the Brierley 
Hill site, which comprises 
offices, retail and leisure 
premises. It is soon to in¬ 
clude 181 canalside apart¬ 
ments as office block Point 
North is converted into The 
Landmark luxury flats. 

Now, Intu has hired Halls 
Commercial to act alongside 
existing property agents 
Vail Williams to stimulate 
interest in The Waterfront. 

Intu senior asset man¬ 
ager Nick Round said: “The 
Waterfront is a key part of 
our ownership and it is our 
responsibility to ensure that 
we maintain and enhance 
the vibrant working com¬ 
munity built around the 
marina.” 


Number of appeals over 
first school choices rise 


MORE parents are appealing after their chil¬ 
dren missed out on getting their first choice 
school places in Dudley borough. 

The number of appeals lodged by parents rose 
from 287 in 2013 to 323 in 2014, according to a Free¬ 
dom of Information request by UKIE 
Latest figures show 2,809 children, around 82 per cent, 
were able to get in to a place at their first choice secondary 


school in the borough. 

But that meant one in five 
pupils failed to secure places 
at their preferred secondary 
schools in September. 

A total of 298 got their 
second choice, while 70 stu¬ 
dents got their third choice 
school. 

West Midlands MEP 
and Sedgley councillor Bill 
Etheridge said schools are 
coming under increasing 
pressures. 

“The increase in the 
number of appeals from 
parents is very worrying as 
it makes you question how 
our schools can cope with 
ever increasing pressures 
on places and resources,” 
he said. 

“Children have a right 
to a quality education in 
their locality and I believe 
strongly in parental choice 
but sadly more and more 
parents are failing to get 
their children accepted by 
their first choice schools.” 

Councillor Etheridge said 
public services were facing 
pressure at a time when the 


By Andrew Turton 


Government had failed to 
meet its immigration tar¬ 
gets. “How can our schools, 
hospitals, and indeed local 
authorities plan service 
delivery when the Gov¬ 
ernment promised to keep 
numbers down to ‘tens of 
thousands’?” he asked. 

Councillor Tim Crump¬ 
ton, in charge of children’s 
services, refuted claims the 
appeals rise was linked to 
immigration. 

“We have nothing that 
points to immigration being 
a factor on this in Dudley, 
on the contrary, we have 
sufficient secondary school 
places to meet the needs of 
all our children,” he said. 

“Eight two per cent of 
Dudley children are being 
allocated their first pre¬ 
ferred school while 94 per 
cent have been allocated 
a place at one of their pre¬ 
ferred schools and 100 per 
cent have been offered a 
place at a borough school.” 


£200k loan helps business grow 



Mark Meakin of Lloyds Bank Commercial Banking, left, and Kevin Marklew, owner of Rolla V in Halesowen 


A MANUFACTURER of tooling and 
machinery in Halesowen is to create 
new jobs following investment in new 
machinery. 

Rolla V has bought the new equip¬ 
ment, to help improve its production 
capabilities, with the support of a 
£200,000 loan from Lloyds Bank. 

The company, established more 
than 15 years ago, specialises in the 
production of tooling for press brake 
machines, which are used to bend 
sheet and plate metal. 


It supplies tools for a range of high 
profile manufacturers in the sheet 
metal industry, including Amada, 
Trumpf and Bystronic. 

Rolla V, based on Park Lane Indus¬ 
trial Estate, exports 80 per cent of its 
products to clients in North America, 
Europe and Asia. It recognised a need 
to invest in a new grinding machine, in 
order to enhance speed and efficiency. 

It approached long term banking 
provider, Lloyds Bank Commercial 
Banking, and its commercial finance 


team, which provided a £200,000 asset 
finance facility to support the pur¬ 
chase of the machinery. 

Following the recent investment, 
Rolla V’s production levels have al¬ 
ready increased by over 20 per cent. 
The business now has the capabilities 
to design and produce new compo¬ 
nents, expanding its product line. 

The business has an annual turno¬ 
ver of around £1 million and employs 
12 staff, with plans to create four new 
jobs in the next six months. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Disney praise for 
college designers 

STUDENTS at Halesow¬ 
en College had the chance 
to design rides and learn 
about the technology be¬ 
hind the scenes at Disn¬ 
eyland Paris as part of an 
ICT conference. 

The group learnt about 
technology used by Disney 
and the control systems, 
which are behind the pop¬ 
ular rides in the park, in¬ 
cluding Space Mountain. 

After a day in the park 
they were challenged to 
design their own themed 
rollercoaster and present it 
to Disney judges. 

One team designed 
a Disney Fantasia ride 
which included aquarium 
animations and a 30ft spi¬ 
ral climb and drop. The 
other team based their ride 
on the film Frozen and in¬ 
cluded 3D animatronics. 

The Disney judges 
praised both teams. 

Woman escapes 
bathroom blaze 

A WOMAN suffered minor 
smoke inhalation after her 
shower caught fire. She had 
just got out of the shower 
at her home on Bishop’s 
Walk in Halesowen when 
she noticed smoke coming 
from her bathroom. 

Haden Cross fire station 
dispatched two fire en¬ 
gines. 

Watch Commander Dan 
Griffiths said: “When the 
lady first noticed the fire 
she did the right thing by 
shutting the door, calling 
us and then exiting the 
property. Electric show¬ 
ers come with an isolation 
switch that we advise using 
in between showers.” 
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HWindows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards j | 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^ 
than Rydale, and that’s 
\ N. \ why we have been in 

business for more 

_ m p_ i i than 30 years. 


K&TfMAjgfl 

gUARAN.Tpg 




Supplied 


& Fitted...Across the Midlands 


FREEPH0NEi0800 917i6060j 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 
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with Mark Andrews 


STAND by your beds. At last, a 
bit of commonsense from the 
governing classes. 

First of all, Communities Sec¬ 
retary Eric Pickles has told traffic 
wardens to give people 10 min¬ 
utes leeway before hitting them 
with parking tickets. And now 
Dudley Council has announced 
it will remove two bus lanes from 
Halesowen. If it was up to me we 
would get rid of traffic wardens 
altogether. 

Around 10 years ago 
Bridgnorth found itself without 
a traffic warden, and the town 
didn’t collapse into anarchy. A 
few people parked on the pave¬ 
ment and the one-hour limit in 
the High Street was routinely ig¬ 
nored, but did it mark the end of 
civilisation? Hardly. 

The money saved from get¬ 
ting rid of all the traffic wardens 
would pay for more police, who 
could deal with the small num¬ 
ber of serious parking violations 
which put public safety in dan¬ 
ger, while turning a blind eye to 
the ones that don’t. 

While we’re about it, let’s get 
rid of all bus lanes. I have nothing 
against buses, in the past week 
I have used them twice. What I 
don’t accept is that boarding a 
vehicle which happens to have 
two floors and a staircase some¬ 
how makes me more virtuous 
than other road users. Let’s be 
honest. The majority of people 
who use buses tend not to be in 
a hurry. 

During my two journeys last 
week, the passengers broadly 
fell into one of two categories: 
retired people doing their shop¬ 
ping, and teenagers on their 
way back from the local compre¬ 
hensive. The elderly folk didn’t 
look to be in any sort of rush, I 
would say they probably enjoyed 
having time for a natter. The row¬ 
dy schoolkids, who made up the 
majority of the passengers, were 
definitely in no hurry to get to 
their destination early. 

And me? Well I had taken the 
day off work to take my car into 
the garage. So I wasn’t in a hur¬ 
ry either. However, the people in 
the surrounding cars and vans 
were in a hurry. People driving to 
and from work. Delivery drivers, 
white van men, truckers. The 
people whose work pays the 
taxes which subsidise the buses 
in the first place. 

And they were stuck in the 
traffic queues while the bus glid¬ 
ed through its designated lane, 
like a Communist Party official in 
the Zil Lanes of 1980s Moscow. 

Of course, the people respon¬ 
sible for the bus lanes don’t see 
it like that. They doubtless take 
the view that by inconvenienc¬ 
ing motorists, they make public 
transport more attractive. But 
do they really expect the wash¬ 
ing machine repair man to start 
loading his tools onto the bus? 
How would they feel if the fish¬ 
monger started carting his wares 
up the stairs of the No. 7? 

One of these days, the gov¬ 
erning classes will realise that 
motorists are not some dissident 
group but just ordinary people 
going about their business. 



The Miners Statue at Brownhills High Street’s island 


Historian Carl Chinn at the Hamstead Miners 


The Davy Lamp miners memorial in Hednesford 


Memorials keep 
mining pride alive 


ADAM BURLING takes a 
look at the memorials that 
have helped to keep mining 
alive despite pit closures 

THEY are monuments to a by¬ 
gone era when thousands of 
men toiled for long days in col¬ 
lieries across the Black Coun¬ 
try and Staffordshire. 

And though the mining industry 
has almost died out, memorials of 
all shapes and sizes are keeping its 
heritage alive. 

Two are currently being planned in 
Staffordshire, as residents seek a way of 
paying tribute to the workers who spent 
their working lives down the pits. 

And others have already been installed 
in Walsall Wood, Brownhills, Great Barr 
and Hednesford in recent years. 

As the 30th anniversary of the end of 
the miners’ strike was marked on Tues¬ 
day, the bitter dispute between Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher and the National Union of 
Mineworkers has been at the forefront of 
people’s minds. 

Communities were torn apart by the 
closures, with men who once had no trou¬ 
ble providing for their families suddenly 
struggling to make ends meet. Organis¬ 
ers say the memorials are giving villages 
and towns a sense of identity again. 

The 55ft high replica pit head in Wal¬ 
sall Wood is believed to be the biggest 
mining memorial in the world. 

Others bear the names of former pit¬ 
men, while the Davy Lamp memorial in 
Hednesford is surrounded by engraved 
paving slabs. 

And there are also tragic tales lurking 
behind the fond memories, as scores of 
men died in accidents and disasters. 

The desire to create a fitting tribute 
has also led to a dispute in Rugeley, with 
plans for a statue in the town delayed by 
a disagreement over the location. 



The mining memorial in Walsall Wood, based just off Coppice Road 


It has now been confirmed that the 
memorial will finally be unveiled on 
Globe Island in September. 

The significance of mining to the 
Black Country and Staffordshire can¬ 
not be underestimated, with the Can¬ 
nock Chase coalfields once supported 
48 mines and the last, Littleton, shut in 
1993. Only a pit wheel remains at the 
site now, in the shadow of the modern 
design of the Littleton Green Commu¬ 
nity School - providing a stark contrast 
between the area’s past and future. 

Council chiefs commissioned artist 


Andy De Comyn to produce four 9ft 
sculpted figures for Rugeley, to com¬ 
memorate 80 miners who were killed 
underground at Brereton and Lea Hall 
collieries. 

And in Hednesford, the final of 3,500 
bricks was laid at the Davy Lamp me¬ 
morial a year ago. 

With a museum also dedicated to the 
town’s mining heritage, Hednesford 
has plenty of pride in the role it played 
in the industry. 

In the early part of the 20th century 
there were seven pits working in the 


area. But by 1975 only three collieries 
remained, providing employment for 
5,200 men. 

In December 1982 the last pit - West 
Cannock No.5 - known locally as the 
‘Tackeroo’ ceased production. 

Probably the most iconic of all the 
memorials in the Midlands is the 30ft 
steel-clad sculpture of a miner holding 
a lamp and pick axe that towers over 
Brownhills. 

It was produced by artist John McK¬ 
enna and has become a fixture on the 
landscape. 

Mining was the main source of income 
for families in Brownhills until the last 
pit closed in the 1950s. 

Brownhills was a hub of the industry, 
with at least 10 working pits there at its 
height. 

The deaths of 144 men looms large 
over the history of Hamstead Colliery 
in Great Barr, where the memorial 
features an original coal tub on rails 
mounted on a brick plinth. 

The worst accident was in March 1908 
when a fire broke out in the pit, and 
though 250 men escaped, 25 perished - 
along with John Welsby, who was hailed 
a hero as he tried to save the others. 

He was awarded an Edward VII medal 
and a local road, Welsby Avenue, was 
named after him. 

For 100 years there was no visible 
memorial to the men who died, and the 
colliery as a whole. 

But the Hamstead Miners Memorial 
Trust was set up in 2002 with the task 
of raising the necessary cash. 

A replica of winding gear from the 
Walsall Wood colliery that stood close to 
the site, it was a part of a £40,000 project 
that also included sculptures of miners. 

And it has attracted interest across 
the globe - achieving exactly what Mr 
Perry set out to do. 

He said he wanted to create something 
to make people talk about the miners for 
generations to come. And it proves the 
links with our past are showing no signs 
of breaking. 


WEEK IN 
POLITICS 

msmr 



“I’VE unblocked the logjam,” 
declared David Cameron in the 
living room of the house he was 
visiting. “Blimey,” I thought. 
“That’s multi-tasking.” 

That is, until I realised he was 
on about the leaders’ debates 
rather than the downstairs loo. 
We were in a showhome in Can¬ 
nock where lots of people have 
made use of the coalition’s Help 
to Buy programme. 

It could be argued that if the 
biggest political kicking the 
Prime Minister got this week 
was about whether he wants to 
spend more time saying ‘long 
term economic plan’ on the tel¬ 
ly, as opposed to the immigra¬ 
tion figures, he’s not doing that 
badly. 

But it still didn’t look particu¬ 
larly good for him that he only 
wants to go up against Ed Mili¬ 
band during prime time once 
before May 7 and he wants five 
other party leaders there to dice 
each other in the crossfire. 

So Mr Cameron reckons he 
has ‘unblocked the logjam’ by 
agreeing to a debate that has to 
happen before Parliament is dis¬ 
solved on March 30. 


Weary 


It turns out that rather than 
debating Mr Miliband the Prime 
Minister would rather be spend¬ 
ing time up here. 

“Let’s hold the debate before 
the campaign takes place be¬ 
cause otherwise it takes all the 
life out of the campaign and I 
want to be in Cannock, in Staf¬ 
ford, in Cornwall, in Cumbria, in 
Norfolk, in Suffolk,” he said 

“Now is the time to hold a 
debate and I have, as it were, 
unblocked the logjam by say¬ 
ing let’s have a seven-corner 
debate, let’s have it before the 
campaign starts.” 

That’s right. ‘Before’ the cam¬ 
paign starts. That’s the cam¬ 
paign that’s basically been going 
on since last summer. 

So if you weren’t already wea¬ 
ry of the pledges, the warnings, 
the scaremongering and the 
one-upmanship, you soon will 
be. 

□□□□□ 

“Sometimes it seems that 
environmental challenges like 
global warming are so big we 
can’t possibly do anything about 
them as individuals. Or we are so 
busy and stressed in our every¬ 
day lives that we don’t have time 
to think about it, or to take ac¬ 
tion. But tackling environmental 
issues - from climate change to 
energy use, waste to transport 
- is important for our future and 
in our daily lives we can all be 
doing something to reduce the 
harmful impact of our actions on 
the environment.” 

So wrote Harriet Harman, 
deputy leader of the Labour par¬ 
ty. This the same politician who 
came to the Black Country this 
week and drove around in a fos¬ 
sil-fuelled pink campaign mini¬ 
bus. And it is the same politician 
who then got a train back to 
London while her minibus drove 
off somewhere else. 



Perfect garden rooms 
all year round! 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 
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Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: I Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


BUILDINGS 






















































Midwife show sparks nun memories 


EVERY time that I watch the TV pro¬ 
gramme ‘Call the Midwife’, my memory 
goes back to my childhood. 

I was born in Bloomfield Road, Tipton, 
and just up the road from us was a bike 
shop. My first memory was that we used to 
take accumulators there to be charged up 
but I cannot remember the name of the then 
owner. 

Whoever it was, was followed by a man 
who lived in Sedgley name Jack Bodenham, 
who rode a scrambler motor bike. He was 
followed by Ron Coe, who used to travel to 
the shopfrom his home in Bushbury. 


Ron used to work for Jack Hateley, and 
learned how to build frames from Jack. For 
many years, I owned a frame that was built 
by Ron, and it was only confined to the scrap 
bin a few years ago. 

Two nuns used to bring their tricycles for 
maintenance at Ron’s shop. I have asked 
lots people if they know what convent they 
came from but no one knows. They used to 
travel from Bradley’s Lane direction. 

I would love to find out. Can anyone help 
please? 

P COLE 

Kingswinford 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

POST E-MAIL 

Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, Dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street, expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Time to end the 
council tax freeze 


Filthy mess 
blights the 
hedgerows 

I HAVE recently driven 
along Lutley Lane, Hale¬ 
sowen, on my way to North- 
field via Illey, trying to take 
in the great views of our 
country, with views of Clent 
Hills and along to Frankley 
Beeches. 

What I really noticed were 
not the great views but the 
filthy mess along the hedge¬ 
rows, littered with cans, 
wrappers, polythene bags, 
bottles, fast food containers, 
black bags of rubbish, etc. 

What is the mentality of 
dumping rubbish in coun¬ 
tryside... or anywhere. We 
have become a country with 
a great lack of respect, no 
pride, no care for our envi¬ 
ronment. What can be done 
about it? 

Councils should be more 
vigilant, heavy fines for per¬ 
petrators, maybe the unem¬ 
ployed and those on benefits 
should do litter picks, giv¬ 
ing something back in turn? 
Maybe there should be more 
education in schools on 
awareness. Only last week I 
filled a black bag of rubbish 
from my local wood — does 
anyone care anymore? 

MHANKIN 

Halesowen 


I MAY become unpopular 
with some people by voicing 
my opinion on the freeze of 
the council tax by Dudley 
MBC, but I am very much 
against it. 

This is the fifth year it has 
been frozen and as each year 
has gone by we have seen 
spending on services cut and 
council staff jobs lost. 

One only has to compare 
our facilities with those of 
some other boroughs to see 
what a second class area we 
have become. 

If there was a small rise 
of three pounds or so a 
month — not even the cost 
of a pint of beer — I am sure 
that most people would not 
object, and those few pounds 
per household would add up 


to quite a sum for the coun¬ 
cil to save some of our facil¬ 
ities — and not waste it on 
unnecessarily altering the 
Market Place yet again! 

This rise would not affect 
the poorer members of our 
community as it would be 
covered by their housing 
benefit. 

The rise and its results 
could make a big difference 
to our well-being and pride 
in our town. 

The councillors should 
make this paramount when 
making the decision on ris¬ 
ing or freezing council tax 
— and not concentrate on 
vote-catching and their own 
popularity. 

SMATANO 

Wall Heath 


Hill needs 
two lanes 

WELL done to Dudley 
Council on closing the bus 
lanes in Halesowen as they 
were causing congestion. 

Now, how about putting 
Mucklow Hill back to two 
lanes as it used to be? 

That is surely a conges¬ 
tion hotspot in the morn¬ 
ings, as the traffic is back 
down to nearly the bottom 
of the hill some mornings. 

It is also regularly trail¬ 
ing back to the island at the 
B&Q junction, as motorists 
are trying to get back in 
the nearside lane past what 
used to be the MEB offices 
— only for the carriageway 
to go back to two lanes just 
past there. 

The exhaust pollution 
must be horrendous for the 
residents at the top of the 
hill. 

So, over to you Dudley 
council. 

M GRAINGER 

Halesowen 

Backlash is 
unfair to OAPs 

WHAT have we done to 
deserve this backlash? We 
went to work , provided 
homes for our kids without 
help from the state, only 
visited the doctor when ab¬ 
solutely necessary and still 
we seem to be blamed for 
the poor state of our once 
great Britain. 

For years I have funded 
those who cannot work or 
will not work, whilst I go out 
to work come rain or shine. 

I, and others of my gen¬ 
eration deserve better in 
our latter years. We can 
no longer earn a living so 
please give us a rest. 

C GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 



We can help if you We can also help 


• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, elbow, 
lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, trapped 
nervous, soft tissue injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen joints after 
operations such as hip replacement and 
knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant with a 
high success rate through acupuncture 
and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg quality 
and sperm count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, visit us 
fora confidential consultation or telephone 
for an appointment 



Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 
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Bathroom or Bedroom with a 


ggJSlEN! 


lid you know that, 80 % of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st March 


P 


Replace Only What’s Needed, 




PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




Homeowners ... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just mowed in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream putvres and we will bring them to lifa 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market AT < 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 




Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEES 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel: 01384 671909 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Head Office & Showroom 
Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 
0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Sat Closed 


Stourport Showroom 
33 High Street, 

Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 
01299 877718 

Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
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Hawthorn 
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Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 



Anything you need - so much to choose from for the restorer 

COMPETITION 

Classic chance 



for close-up of 
‘priceless rust’ 


HUNDREDS of polished classic 
cars, restoration projects and barn 
finds made up of ‘priceless rust’ are 
set to appear at Birmingham’s NEC 
soon as the Practical Classics Resto¬ 
ration and Classic Car Show returns to 
the West Midlands. 

Organisers have teamed up with the 
Chronicle series to offer 45 lucky read¬ 
ers the chance to win a pair of tickets. 

Around 500 classic cars are expect¬ 
ed to be on display with 100 car clubs 
revealing their ongoing and completed 
restoration projects. 

There will be a trio of restoration 
showcases with the grand final of the 
Restorer of the Year and the Pride of 
Restoration, completed by enthusiasts 
in their home garages and ‘Epic Res¬ 
torations’ completed by some of the 
most skilled craftsman in the UK. 


There will be the UK’s biggest 
display of barn finds in the Heritage 
Barn Find showcase with around 25 
vehicles, found in various states of 
repair. 

Celebrity guests include the Wheeler 
Dealers Mike Brewer and Edd China, 
and Car SOS’ Fuzz Townshend as well 
as Red Dwarf’s Chris Barrie. 

There will be car parades, a 48-hr 
restoration and classic game shows, 
with great prizes up for grabs. Expert 
advice will also be on offer. 

If you’re more about driving than 
restoring, take a Dream Ride with the 
Sporting Bears - a 10-mile ride as 
passenger in one of the cars from the 
Dream Rides Garage in exchange for 
a donation to charity. Silverstone Auc¬ 
tions will be back with its Restoration 
Sale. 


Chance to see all variety of cars 



HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets simply answer the 
following question. 

Who runs the Restoration Sale? 

Send your answers (postcard only) 
with full address and contact number 
to Classic Cars Competition, Chron¬ 
icle Editorial, 52-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date: Tuesday, March 17. Usual rules 
apply. Editor’s decision is final. 

*Ticket prices have been frozen 
so to book tickets and for the latest 
updates, visit www.necrestoration- 
show.com 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


00 Motability 


TRAVEL PREMIUM 


MOKKA E XCLU5IV 


1 6. mPS Sun/Stop TWO 

• tOi'40 

• llHtMC IKlIf 

• CO/MP3CO 
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Halesowen Vauxhall 

Dudley Road 
West Midlands 

0121 5030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

47 High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 447 970 



www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.ukwww.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 
emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 
94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km.# 


#0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and 
other non-technical factors. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant paint, metallic or 
pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors included with each lease. Tri-coat premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities 
offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered 
Company No. 1373876), City Gate House. 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London. SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 January - 1 April 2015. To qualify you must 
be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal 
Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment which will be taken in lieu of the 
four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 


CHRONICLE 


Create a unique personalised gift 

If you’ve recently appeared in the Chronicle, 
why not order a copy of your photo? 

You could even turn your image into a canvass print, mug, 
glass coaster, jigsaw puzzle, mousemat and more! 


View and order online at: photosforsale. expressandstar. com 
or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 


















































Miami's nice but Brum 
is better, say experts 



The world-famous Selfridges store in Birmingham, which opened in 2003 

Social care jobs on offer 


FORGET Hong Kong, Miami 
and Dubai, life in Birmingham 
is officially better. 

The second city has been ranked 
as having a higher quality of life 
than all of these international 
hotspots - and the best in the UK 
outside of London. 

Overall, it comes 52nd out of 230 
places in the global Mercer Quality of 
Living Report 2015. Brum is jointly 
ranked alongside sun-soaked, histo¬ 
ry-rich, foodie-heaven Rome. 

The city was placed ahead of Hong 
Kong, Miami and Dubai as well as UK 
rivals Glasgow 55th, Aberdeen 57th 
and Belfast 63rd. 

Sir Albert Bore, leader of Birming¬ 
ham City Council, said: “Thisis confir¬ 
mation of what its growing numbers of 
residents have known for some time. 
The city’s exceptional offer benefits its 
residents, visitors and workers alike. 

Outstanding 

“With everything from shopping to 
culture, international sporting events 
to Michelin-starred restaurants on our 
doorstep, it’s little wonder that this re¬ 
port has confirmed Birmingham’s po¬ 
sition as an outstanding place to live. 

“This will be an exceptional year 
for Birmingham, with the city host¬ 
ing both Rugby World Cup games and 
the Ashes, as well as the arrival of the 
Grand Central development with its 
flagship John Lewis store and city cul¬ 
tural celebrations.” 

The ranking announcement follows 
figures showing that Birmingham’s 
Christmas market and other offerings 
attracted record visitors and consumer 
spend in 2014 - with 5.5 million visi¬ 
tors spending an all-time high of £397 
million across the city. 

Games in the rugby world cup are 
due to take place at Villa Park in Sep¬ 
tember and the third Ashes test is at 
Edgbaston on July 29. 


SOCIAL care professionals can find 
out more about job opportunities 
available at a recruitment fair in Bir¬ 
mingham. 

The jobs will be advertised at the 
Compass Birmingham Jobs Fair for 
the social care sector taking place at 
the Thinktank, Millennium Point, on 
March 18. 

As well as finding out about existing 
vacancies and having the opportunity 
to speak to employees already working 
in the area, job hunters will also be en¬ 


couraged to put their details on file via 
a ‘talent pool’. Councillor Val Gibson, 
Wolverhampton’s families boss, said: 
“We are attending this national event 
to promote the opportunities we cur¬ 
rently have within our Children’s Ser¬ 
vice and to build a database of suitably 
qualified and experienced candidates. 

People can apply for positions via 
the www.wmjobs.co.uk website. Poten¬ 
tial visitors to the jobs fair should visit 
www.compassjobsfair.com/Events/Bir- 
mingham to book their place. 



Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


Kitchens 


' J JT^ Made 

3 O Years 

ofTlappy 

Customers 


"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 


07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 
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SPECIAL OFFER TRIPLE GLAZED FOR THE SAME PRICE AS D0URLE GLAZED 

Ti RflNSfiORM YOUR 


Any size, any 
colour composite 
front door 


Composite front 
door plus PVCu 
back door 


£995 £1595 


fitted inc. VAT 


fitted inc. VAT 




UR 

HUMBtAND LET Till 
OllpE IN... 

n 


WE ARE 

CONSERVATORY 
AND VERANDA 
SR EEiraSi ftSt 


Any size, white PVCu 
Patio or French Doors 

£1 195 

fitted inc. VAT 
Max 1900 wide X 2100 high 



Get your home 
ready for winter 
Buy any package 
of three or more 
windows and 
get a free 
upgrade to 
Triple 
Glazing 



B Yale security 
hardware 
available 

B Trustmark 
approved 

B Competitive 
finance rates 
available* 

B 10 year 
insuranced 
backed 
warranty 

B First class 
customer 
service 




S GLAZED DFECT 

Windows Doors and Conservatories 


Call today for a FREE upgrade from double glazed to triple glazed 

0121 330 0198 


Showroom: Unit 2 Garratts Lane, Halesowen B64 5RE • www.tripleglazeddirect.co.uk 
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"Fast train 
to capital 
at risk— 
engineer 

DIRECT train services to 
London could be lost from 
the Black Country unless 
council bosses can prove 
they are needed, a top rail¬ 
way engineer has warned. 

Andrew McNaughton, 
technical director of the 
proposed north-south high¬ 
speed train line HS2, said it 
was essential councils acted 
now to make the case why 
fast services to the capital 
from their towns should be 
kept. 

It has been a major con¬ 
cern among opponents to 
HS2 that stations such as 
Wolverhampton and Dud- 
ley/Sandwell will lose their 
fast services to Euston be¬ 
cause they will be replaced 
by a high-speed service from 
Birmingham. 

Mr McNaughton said the 
Government has said towns 
should expect ‘broadly simi¬ 
lar services’ to the ones they 
currently have when HS2 is 
completed in 2026. 

Process 

“It is not like playing 
Thomas the Tank Engine,” 
said Mr McNaughton. “You 
can’t make promises now. 

“The start of this process 
is long-term planning and 
the West Midlands needs to 
get involved now. The Mid¬ 
lands are good at this. 

“Ultimately, Network 
Rail and the Department 
for Transport will decide 
but local government has a 
key role to play.” 


More volunteers are needed 
at new valley visitor centre 


THE Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) has launched an appeal for extra 
volunteers ahead of the opening of a new 
£400,000 visitor centre in Sandwell Valley. 

It is being built on the site of the old building , off 
Tanhouse Lane, in West Bromwich, which was dam¬ 
aged in an arson attack five years ago. 


Work began in October 
last year and is expected to 
be completed by the sum¬ 
mer, when the centre will 
welcome its first visitors. 

Now staff at the nature 
reserve are appealing for 
people to volunteer at the 
centre, which looks out over 
Forge Mill Lake. 

RSPB spokesman Nadia 
Shaikh said: “The centre 
will be a place where visitors 
can find out about wildlife, 
families can take part in a 
whole host of activities and 
somewhere to unwind and 
enjoy the view with a cup 
of tea. 

Dedicated 

“But the most important 
missing piece is the friendly 
volunteer who will be there 
to help. 

“We already have a great 
team of dedicated volunteers 
who help on the reserve, but 
with the new centre open¬ 
ing shortly we’re coming up 
a bit short and need some 
extra hands.” 

Volunteers need to be 
able to spare a few hours a 


By Heather Large 


week but don’t have to be a 
wildlife experts. 

“We already have a team 
of over 90 friendly volun¬ 
teers who help us with 
everything from answering 
phones to digging ponds 
to counting butterflies; so 
people are bound to make 
new friends too,” added Ms 
Shaikh. 

Staff are aiming to have 
the new centre completed by 
June, in time for an official 
opening in July. 

It will boast an open plan 
multi-purpose area, volun¬ 
teer room, an office and an 
outdoor wear store with toi¬ 
let facilities. 

The two-storey mod¬ 
ern-looking building will 
also have a porch and ter¬ 
race area and the centre will 
not only be used by staff and 
visitors, but also volunteers 
and community groups. 

Call reserve staff on 
0121357 7395 or email 
nadia.shaikh@rspb.org.uk. 


Rarely seen portraits go on display 



Exhibitions officer Adrian Durkin next to Stourbridge artist Brian Fletcher’s self portrait 


THE great and good of Dud¬ 
ley’s past will be in the spot¬ 
light in a new exhibition 
spanning 200 years Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery. 

More than 50 portraits 
ranging from explorer Sir 
John Franklin to Mary 
Stevens, wife of one of 
Stourbridge’s greatest ben¬ 
efactors, will be on display 
in Face to Face, which 
opened at the attraction in 
St James’s Road this week. 

Some of the paintings 
have never been on public 
show while others are sel¬ 
dom seen on display. 

Dancer 

Famous pieces in the 
collection include an oil 
painting of Mr and Mrs 
Bamfylde by JJ Zoffany, the 
renownedl8th century por¬ 
traitist, as well as a litho¬ 
graph of a dancer by Henri 
Matisse. 

Exhibitions officer Adrian 
Durkin said: “There are 
paintings of the great and 
good of Dudley, with some 
recognisable names and 
others which are now only 
familiar to local historians.” 

The exhibition runs until 
June 27 and admission is 
free. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chaplain is all 
shook up as Elvis 

A RUGBY club chaplain 
will be appearing in a very 
different guise as he hosts 
an Elvis tribute show. 

Andy Kelso is perform¬ 
ing at Spring Meadow 
Social Club, in Spring 
Meadow, Old Hill tomor¬ 
row night (Friday). 

The show at 7.30pm is 
comprised of the best of 
Elvis with gospel songs 
and stories from Mr Kel¬ 
so’s life. 

Chaplain to Worcester 
Warriors Rugby Club, he 
also goes on the road with 
his Elvis show and has 
been shortlisted for a place 
on this year’s Britain’s Got 
Talent. 

Tickets are £6 each or 
£20 for family of four in¬ 
cluding pizza buffet. Tick¬ 
ets are available from Holy 
Trinity Church, Old Hill, 
or 07989 472560. 

Mikado is set for 
stage at Old Rep 

GILBERT and Sullivan 
performance troupe Bir¬ 
mingham Savoyards are 
staging The Mikado to¬ 
wards the end of March. 

The classic comic opera 
was one of the composers’ 
most successful and the 
Savoyards take to the stage 
of the Old Rep at Station 
Street on Tuesday, March 
24, to Saturday, March 28. 

Shows start at 7.30pm 
and tickets are available 
from Mrs A Barnbrook on 
0121 242 2791, or the Old 
Rep box office on 0121 359 
9444. 

Book online at www.old 
reptheatre.org.uk, or email 
tickets@birminghamsavo 
yards.org.uk 
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Greedy bosses of roof 
firm conned customers 



DIRECTORS of a roofing firm 
initiated a ‘frenzy of com¬ 
mission-led greed’ as they 
conned customers in the 
Black Country out of millions. 

Alan Wilson, aged 54, and Chris¬ 
topher Wilkes, aged 45, the direc¬ 
tors of Therma Seal (Thermal 
Coatings) UK, have been jailed at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court for 
their roles in one of the largest 
ever fraud cases. 

A third defendant, Julie Barrett, 
of Hewell Avenue, Bromsgrove, was 
found guilty on one count of fraud and 
cleared of nine others. She is due to be 
sentenced on April 1 and has been told 
she is likely to receive a community 
sentence. 

Customers in Dudley and Stour¬ 
bridge were targeted. 

Wilson and Wilkes were running a 
company that had an £8.5m turnover 
and 2,700 customers during the period 
of the fraud between 2010 and 2012. 

The duo made a number of bogus 
claims about a roof paint in leaflets. 
This included that it could make a 
heat saving of between 15 per cent 
and 40 per cent and reduce heat loss 
by 25 per cent but they knew that the 
information was false. 

Sentence 

Judge Martin Walsh said: “I am sat¬ 
isfied that both of you knew the claims 
made could not be substantiated. You 
embarked on a frenzy of commis¬ 
sion-led greed and the imposition of 
the intended sentence will not only be 
a punishment, but deter any other per¬ 
petrators who might seek to con the 
public.” 

He said the defendants, who were 
found guilty of fraud by a jury, did not 
deliberately target the elderly, but a 
“consequence of the recruitment pro¬ 
cess” to get new customers was that 


Bogus claims over paint has landed 
director Alan Wilson in prison 

many of them were elderly, retired and 
vulnerable. 

The pair had considerable expe¬ 
rience of direct sales and had made 
‘grossly exaggerated’ claims about 
the product. He said the company had 
traded fraudulently from the outset. 

Charlene Sumnall, mitigating for 
Wilkes, of Tanworth Lane, Solihull, 
said the defendant had to break the 
news to his children that he was likely 
to go to prison. 

She added: “It is not a fraud delib¬ 
erately targeted at the elderly so Mr 
Wilkes could lead a wealthy lifestyle. 
He leads a modest lifestyle.” 

She said he apologised to all those 
affected by the fraud. 


Sales representative Julie Barrett 
will be sentenced next month 

Denis Barry, mitigating for Wil¬ 
son,of Fazeley Road, Tamworth, said 
his client had a heart condition and 
had resigned as a director. 

The pair were jailed for five years 
and disqualified from being company 
directors for eight years. 

Following the hearing, Chris King, 
principle Trading Standards officer 
with Dudley Council, said: “The 
charges of fraudulent trading were a 
landmark case for us. 

“We are very pleased with the result 
of this trial and we have seen signif¬ 
icant custodial sentences for Mr Wil¬ 
son and Mr Wilkes that reflects how 
seriously the court views this offence.” 



ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COONTRY 
SALE NOW ON 


Over 200 Part Rolls 
ALL LESS 50% 



Normal 
Price sq yd 

Sale 
Price sq yd 

Contract Quality 
Axminster 80/20 

£79.95 

£29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 

£59.95 

£17.95 

100% Wool Naturals 

£19.95 

£7.95 

Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist 

£35.00 

£9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 

£35.00 

£12.95 

| Heavy Duty Saxonys 

£19.95 

£9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist 

£18.95 

£6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet 

£12.95 

£3.95 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 


We are Proud to Announce the Arrival of... 



e Promote 
ndependence by 
upporting you at 




Whatever your care and support needs, we believe nothing compares with care at home, a 
familiar place that holds a lifetime of memories. 

We believe by remaining in your own home, the support and care provided by us enhances your physical 
and emotional well being, living independently in the comfort and surroundings you have always known. 


LIVE IN CARE 






A service which offers working teams of 2 dedicated carers to provide care and support whilst living 
in the comfort of your own home. 

This would mean each carer living with you 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off. 

0 They will assist with preparing meals, shopping, laundry, light cleaning and 
activities whilst offering companionship at the same time. 

These carers will be selected to match your individual personality, which enables 
them to be more in tune with your wishes. 

% This service can often work out cheaper than going into residential care, with the added 
bonus of living in familiar surroundings and the ability of keeping your beloved pets. 


42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AY 
0121 421 3733 www.carewish.co.uk 
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Tributes to footballer 
who travelled the world 



STELLA 50, gorgeous, 
voluptuous and all woman seeks 
sensual older male, who knows 
just what he wants for lots of 
naughty fun and TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416707| 

SLIM fair haired lady, 5ft4 
looking for a male 30 to 40 for Itr 
in Warwickshire area. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4527227 $ 


KATHERINE 33, pretty blonde 
would love to get intimate with 
outgoing, fit guy who is also 
looking for fun relationship with 
no strings. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416197 | 
JANE, bored at home, doesn’t 
get out much and wants flirty 
chats, she's 39 but looks 
younger. Box No: 4656851 i 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 | 

MINDY, American lady moved to 
UK and looking to meet British 
chap for chats, fun, more. Box 
No:4656853 | 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 


0844 887 2293 



and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


For a quick service from your 
mobile call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY 26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY261 23456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 71 30 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PAULA 40, sensual, young at 
heart brunette looking for some 
fun and romance with a tall 
outgoing male. Call if you feel the 
same. ACA Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416681 | 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, 
seeks similar fun loving male for 
an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks 

unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416601 | 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416521 | 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1953 Box No: 410291 
CHRISTINE 48, shy sensitive 
brunette looking for lively older 
male to make her smile again 
and bring back some passion, s 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416519 I 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. ACA. 

Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box No: 
409901 

BEAUTIFUL full figured, down to 
earth black woman, 37, looking 
for some serious fun with an 
experienced, confident, older 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:416499 | 

TARA, confident lady, long legs, 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 
any age for daytime, no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0905 002 1913 Box 
No:414701 

SINCERE lady, seeks similar 
gent, widower preferred, 60-67, 
5ft 6ins, so slightly taller than me, 
N/S, car owner and likes a dog. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416471 

KELLY, 42yrs, loves to chat and 
flirt with guys on-line and by text. 
Box No:4656847 ® 

KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416337| 

STACY, 51yrs, new to area, 
hopes to meet new friends, any 
age for fun and friendship. Box 

No:4656848 ® 

JUNE 50, beautiful, funny, warm, 
young looking blonde WLTM 
attractive down to earth male for 
no strings fun, laughter and love. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416299| 

MARY, 32yrs, attractive brunette 
loves older mature gents who 
have lots of interests. Box No: 

4656849 ® 

SHELLY 36, tiny shy brunette 
seeks down to earth, sensitive, 
older male to snuggle up, share 
a bottle of wine with and pamper. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416235| 

CAROLINE, sophisticated 
feminine lady, just turned 40 and 
wants to meet new friends. Box 

No:4656850 ® 

GWEN middle aged, 65-75, 5ft 
2ins, likes theatre, country 
music, holidays, seeks N/S male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415785 


PAT 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
attractive, blonde hair, widow, 
seeking N/S, sincere gent for 
friendship and days out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416057 
SOPHIE is 35yrs, blonde, 
attractive, chatty and flirtations. 
Please text if you want to hear 
more. Box No: 4656854 ® 
ALICE 36, tall and slim with long 
brown hair, outgoing and sporty 
seeks funny, intelligent guy to 
share active days and cosy 
nights. Age/looks not important. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416087 I 

LINDY, broadminded mid 40's 
lady loves to chat about anything 
with anyone. Box No: 4656858 

(i 

DIANE 37, sensual, tactile and 
loving seeks tall male for 
interesting conversations and 
cosy intimate nights together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416085 I 

BARBARA, caring lady, 54yrs, 
doesn't get out much, works 
nights, looking for daytime chats 
with men any age. Box No: 

4656855 ® 

BRIDGET 48, voluptuous, 
seductive and very saucy, seeks 
male for lots of TLC and to make 
very happy in return. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416083 I 

ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, 
professional gent, GSOH, likes 
sports, socialising, good 
company, seeking female with 
GSOH for laughs, conversation 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415969 
ATTRACTIVE professional 
widow, 73, WLTM sincere caring 
gent, widower for friendship, 
meals in, conversation and to put 
a smile on our faces. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415951 



MALE young 62, medium build, 
likes sports, golf, holidays, food, 
beer, seeks lady for nights out. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416643 I 

MATURE _ siIm male, 6 ft tall, 

good physique, brown hair/eyes, 
solvent, ohac, wtlm slim female 
any age/status for fun times. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4654009 § 

MALC 50, seeking adventurous, 
spontaneous, sensual female, 
50-65 for adult fun and good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415253 (t 
GLYNN 49, young looking, seeks 
black female, 21-30 for loving 
relationship and fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416603 I 

SINGLE male 42, looking for an 
older lady. Leek area. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4650344 ® 
STEVEN 64, WLTM princess to 
see if the frog kiss really works, 
caring, considerate, N/S 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416417 
PETE 47yrs, 5ft 11, medium 
build, dark brown eyes and 
passionate, seeks slim female 30 
- 60 to brighten up my life. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4657891 

1 

PHILIP, widowed single dad with 

2 teenage girls, solvent, own 
teeth hair! WLTM single mum of 
any age to spoil. Box No: 

4656852 ® 


WIDOWER 70's, lonely, 
educated, well travelled, reliable, 
tactile, seeks fun, N/S lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416481 I 

BLUE eyed male, black hair, 6ft 
4ins, likes football, nights out, 
farming, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416341 | 

PAUL 56, works part time, 
seeking nice lady, 55-65 with 
GSOH, honest, genuine and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416017 | 

MARK 6ft, slim, blue eyes, dark 
hair, seeking that special lady. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415697| 

MALE 69, laidback, easy going, 
GSOH, likes golf, nights in, 
seeking lady, 65-72 for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416029 | 

NICK 52, 6ft, slim, genuine, 
seeking slim female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415881 | 


GENT 53, 5ft 11 ins, brown eyes, 
distinguished, seeking attractive 
lady, 30-45 for discreet fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415809 I 

45YR old male, 5ft lOins, 
muscular, outgoing, 

adventurous, genuine, seeking 
lasting loving relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415873 I 

JAS 40, looking for attractive 
young female for good times and 
socialising. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415805® 

FIT 68yr old male, feels 40, looks 
30, genuine, seeks N/S female 
66-72 with GSOH to share fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415787 
MALE 47, medium build, seeks 
female, 40-50 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415651 ® 

JOHN 46, West Midlands, seeks 
local black/Asian female, 30-70 
for discreet adult fun, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415591 

MALE seeking fun bubbly 
female, 21-30. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415473 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will 
be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be 
exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If 
arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page 
come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By tex¬ 
ting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service pro¬ 
vided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events 
operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 09/03/15 



Passionate about fitness and sport, particularly football - Ron Corbett, second right at front, in an RAF team from the 1960s 


A FOOTBALL coach from 
Dudley, whose love of the 
beautiful game took him 
around the world to train as¬ 
piring players, has died at 76. 

Ron Corbett was passionate about 
sports from an early age becoming a 
boxing champion while still attending 
Dudley Grammar School. He died on 
February 26 at Russells Hall Hospital. 
His funeral will be held at Gornal Cre¬ 
matorium today (Thursday) at 9.40am. 

Daughter Jacqui Crump said even 
though battling dementia, her father 


still tried to keep himself fit. He was 
born on the Priory estate and as a 
teenager played for Wolves, West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion and Dudley Town. 

During National Service he played 
for RAF and Combined Services foot¬ 
ball teams and was a semi-pro player 
during the 1960s at Kidderminster, 
Lye and Lower Gornal, before man¬ 
aging Brierley Hill Alliance and 
Oldswinford. He also had stints at Kid¬ 
derminster Harriers as assistant man¬ 
ager and manager of Solihull Borough. 

In the 1980s he coached in America, 
the Faroe Islands and spoke with fond¬ 
ness of his time coaching in Jamaica. 



Former football coach Ron Corbett 


MfY HALE CHOIR IN COURT 

To celebrate the Memory of 

William Owen (Bill) Jones MBE 


with special guest 

Craig Yates (Only Men Aloud) 

West Smethwick Methodist Church, St Pauls Road, 
Smethwick B661 EX 

Saturday 28th March at 5.45pm 

Tickets £5.00 available on door or contact Ron Sweetland 

Telephone: 0121 5524113 d 
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C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Nfiiy 

l ON 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



£] 

I ! 


■0* 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

fmm £4500 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

i E I 

www.ecopipeheating.co.ukecopipeilive.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


900*09 

EcoPi PT 

















































































































Awards to recognise carers 
for hard work and generosity 


CARERS who look after others will 
themselves be the focus when an 
awards ceremony is held in their 
honour this summer. 

In Dudley alone there are 38,000 
carers so the charity WeLoveCarers, 
based at Brierley Hill, will be cele¬ 
brating their work with the awards 
bash. The night will see prizes pre¬ 
sented to carers who look after par¬ 
ents, children or a spouse who may 
have a disability or condition. 

The first awards ceremony was 
held last year, in which 12 people re¬ 
ceived a glass award made by at The 
Glasshouse College in Stourbridge. 
Prizes were given in categories in¬ 
cluding Young Carer of the Year, 
Care of an Adult, Care of a Child and 
a Support Group award. 

WeLoveCarers chief executive 
Marc Carter said the event will be 


held at the charity’s Insight House 
HQ on June 12. He said: “We are 
doing this to raise awareness of the 
carers and of our charity.” 

Mr Carter described the awards 
night as an opportunity for carers 
to celebrate their achievements and 
enjoy entertainment and food. 

The charity provides support for 
carers, including groups and infor¬ 
mation sessions, and carers can drop 
in for a cup of coffee and a chat. 

However, the organisation does 
not receive any financial support 
from the Government and relies 
instead on money raised through a 
coffee lounge at the HQ, as well as 
revenue from hiring out rooms at 
the building for conferences, wed¬ 
ding receptions and other events. 

Nominations have to be in by May 
1, phone 01384 483708 for a form. 
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Get nominating - Marc Carter and Loraine Stockton of WeLoveCarers with forms for potential award winners 


Madonna tour is 
coming to Brum 

SOON after recovering from her dramatic fall at the 
BRIT Awards, pop icon Madonna has announced a new 
tour including a Birmingham date in Decembver. 

Just days after her fall at the end of the Brits sparked 
headlines around the world, when a cape dragged her 
into a backwards tumble during a dance routine, the 
Queen of Pop’s Rebel Heart tour was announced for 35 
cities in Europe. 

Madonna will perform at the Barclaycard Arena, the 
former NIA, on December 16. Tickets go on sale on 
March 16. 

Whiplash 

The singer, 56, revealed that she suffered whiplash in¬ 
juries in her BRITs fall when her red and black Armani 
cape was tied too tightly around her neck. “I smacked 
the back of my head,” she told Jonathan Ross, on his 
show to be broadcast on Saturday. 

Madonna released her 13th studio album Rebel Heart 
on Monday. It was new single Living For Love which she 
performed as she tumbled in front of millions of viewers. 
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Action call 
afterbody 
bungle at 
MEP funeral 


ANSWERS were being demanded after the 
wrong body was cremated at the funeral of 
West Midlands MEP Philip Bradbourn. 

Mr Bradbourn, who was born in Tipton and lived 
in Wolverhampton, died in December at Sutton 
Coldfield’s Good Hope Hospital after a battle with 
cancer. 

His funeral took place in January at Wolverhampton’s 


Bushbury Crematorium. 
However, the man who was 
cremated was in fact Philip 
Bradburn, who had passed 
away at University Hospital 
Birmingham before Christ¬ 
mas. 

Both men’s bodies went 
to Central England Co-op¬ 
erative Funeralcare mor¬ 
tuary but the wrong body 
was released for cremation 
at Bushbury on January 16. 

A second funeral took 
place last month. On Mon¬ 
day this week, senior politi¬ 
cians including communities 
secretary Eric Pickles and 
transport secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin gathered at 
Wolverhampton’s St Peter’s 
Collegiate Church for a me¬ 
morial service. 

The 63-year-old, who was 
not married, was diagnosed 
with bowel cancer shortly 
after being re-elected to the 
European Parliament in 
May last year. 

Investigation 

Fellow Tory West Mid¬ 
lands MEP Anthea McIn¬ 
tyre said: “I was shocked 
that this could have hap¬ 
pened. There must be an 
investigation. 

“I find it hard to believe 
and I feel terribly sorry for 
anyone who knew the other 
person, as well as those close 
to Phil.” 

Mr McLoughlin said: “I 
have known Phil for 30 or 
40 years. We were in the 
West Midlands Young Con¬ 
servatives together so we go 
back a long way. 

“We also both contested 
the Wolverhampton South 
East seat, me in 1983, and 
Phil in 1992. 

“He was a stalwart of the 
Conservative Party in this 
area and I was very sad to 
hear of his death.” 

Heart of England Founda¬ 
tion Trust, which runs Good 
Hope Hospital, said it was 
carrying out a full investiga¬ 
tion into a recent incident, 
involving two people with 
similar names, as a result of 
which the wrong deceased 
patient was cremated. 



Euro MP Philip Bradbourn 


Services have been held 
for both of the deceased. 

Dr Andrew Catto, exec¬ 
utive medical director and 
interim deputy chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “This is an incred¬ 
ibly distressing situation 
and we are very sorry that 
this has happened. We are 
carrying out a full and ur¬ 
gent investigation between 
all the parties involved. This 
is a rare incident and we are 
offering support to those 
close to the deceased. 

“Once the Trust became 
aware, it acted immediately. 
We are committed to finding 
out precisely what happened 
and reducing the possibility 
of it happening again. 

“This occurred in spite of 
the fact that mortuary pro¬ 
cedures conform to nation¬ 
ally defined standards and 
are subject to periodic audit. 

“We are committed to 
supporting the request for 
privacy in this matter from 
those close to the deceased.” 

A spokesman for Central 
England Co-operative Fu¬ 
neralcare said: “The Socie¬ 
ty’s Funeralcare operation 
provides services to a num¬ 
ber of hospitals within the 
Birmingham area, but it is 
not our policy to comment 
on behalf of any of these or¬ 
ganisations. 

“The Society is support¬ 
ing one of our partners in 
a full and open an inves¬ 
tigation, but is not able to 
comment further while the 
investigation is ongoing.” 


HURRY, CLEARANCE EVENT 

ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5PM 


COUSINS FURNITURE, CARPETS, BEDS & HOMEWARES 

£6 MILLION 
CLEARANCE 

If you’re seriously thinking of buying any item of furniture, 
then don’t miss vour final opportunity! 


r 


LIVING ROOM 


WADE 

Eaton high back 3 seater suite (grade 4) 


£1528 


LEONA 

2 tone reclining 3 seater sofas 


£521 


SCANTH0R 

Pimlico retro 3 seater, 2 seater, chair & stools 


£1187 


STRESSLESS 

E40 leather complete cornergroups 


£2472 


ARIANA 

Sofabeds in easycare fabrics (choice of colours) 


£297 



LAST CHANCE TO 
SAVE UPT0 70% 

Cousins have demanded that all remaining items 
of sofas, beds, bedroom and dining furniture, 
carpets, occasional furniture, pictures, lighting, 
mirrors, cushions, cookshop and much more 
must be cleared by 5pm this Sunday. 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED! 


ALL EXISTING STOCK MUST BE CLEARED - 
SOME AT COST OR EVEN LESS!! 

This event offers a great opportunity to save upt j 
70% on an unrivalled selection of furniture, 
carpets, beds and homewares. 




DINING ROOM 


I BENTLEY DESIGNS 

I Console table in Walnut finish 


I SK0VBY 

I Contemporary Scandinavian 


Save 60% 


I DINING 

I Chairs to clear 


From £25 


MDS SUNDAY 5PM 

HomsoNwue 

OPFBZHEFUSeo! 


Hurry, the clearance eventL _ 
ends this Sunday 5pm! J ^ fTHING MUST )i 


beyond expectation 


THERE WILL ALSO BE BIG DISCOUNTS OFF 
ALL SPECIAL MADE TO ORDER ITEMS. 


(Cousins 


a true family business 


SCATTER CUSHIONS 

I Assorted designs and finishes 


From £4 


LEONARDO 

| Set of 6 red wine glasses 


£8.46 


I DENBY Coasters and placemats 
| All stock reduced to clear! 


60% OFF 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 Manchester A57, Regent Rd, Salford. M5 4EA. T: 0161 875 4070 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / LATE NIGHTS TUESDAY & THURSDAY UNTIL 8PM 

Offer not available on web specials or in-store concessions. Certain items shown are one only and subject to availability. *See website for Price Promise details. 
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GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 
> Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 
• Free excursion programme 


LKItllEMl i 




BOURNEMOUTH 

D-Day Museum $ Portsmouth Harbour Cruisi 

4 DAYS 20 Mar, 24 Apr, 19 Jun, 31 Jul, 14 Aug 

5 DAYS 23 Mar, 27 Apr, 11, 25 May, 8, 29 Jui 

TORQUAY 

£ Eden Project 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22, 29 May"' 

5 DAYS 30 Mar, 27 Apr, 11 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6 Jul, 3 Aug 


LONGLEAT SAFARI $ Sungle Cruise 



SANDOWN/SHANKLIN \ 

Isle oQ Wight 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May^ 

5 DAYS 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18 May 
7 DAYS 24 May, 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul 

EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May, 26 JuT* 

5 DAYS 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18, 25 May 
7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9, 23 Aug, 6 Sep 


• Paris • Ostend • Amsterdam • Austrian Tyrol 

• Valkenburg • Rhine Valley • Lake Garda b Venice 

• Krakov • Prague • Sound of Music 50th Anniversary 
Tour • Dublin • Donegal • Giants Causeway 

• Costa Brava Christmas • Bavaria • Costa Brava £r 
Barcelona • Croatia • Tuscany • Disneyland Paris^LA 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uK' 


RAMSBOTTOM STEAM $ Crich Tramway 


25 Apr, 30 May, 4 Jul, 

15 Aug, 5 Sep, 3, 31 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£79.95 , 


CORONATION STREET * Liverpool 


28 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 Jun, 2 DAYS 
11, 25 Jul, 8, 22 Aug £79.95 


LIVERPOOL $ Chester 


28 Mar, 25 Apr, 16 May, 
13 Jun, 11 Jul, 8 Aug 


2 DAYS 

£59.95 , 


LLANGOLLEN STEAM $ Anderton Boat LiCt 


30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 
12 Sep, 24 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 


r Also available 

1 ELVIS AT 
i THE 02 

MISS 

SAIGON 

BEAMISH 
& WHITBY 

YARMOUTH 
b CROMER 

i 11 Apr, 6 Jun 2 DAYS 

20 Jun, 10 Oct 2 DAYS 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 

24 Apr, 29 May 3 DAYS 

! IEHCH 


IEHB1 

£79 95 

j WARNER 
j STUDIOS 

LLANDUDNO 

ELVIS WEEKEND 

BATHE 

STEAM TRAIN 

WINDERMERE 
b BRONTE 

j 25 Apr, 30 May 2 DAYS 
! 

20 Mar, 17 Apr 3 DAYS 

RkJBl 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

11 Apr, 9 May 2 DAYS 

R-klB! 

i CUNARDS 

I 3 QUEENS ft LIVERPOOL 

CARDIFF 

MURDER MYSTERY 

MYSTERY 

We choose-you save! 

YORK & 
SKIPTON 

j 24 May 2 DAYS 

i KkJBl 

28 Mar, 25 Apr 2 DAYS 

21,28 Mar 2 DAYS 

RkJBl 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 


Travel style 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk 4 





Trust us for a happier ending to 
your family matters 


GEORGE GREEN LLP 

SOLICITORS 
www. georgegreen. co. uk 


Contact: Clare Wiseman on 01384 340 533 
or email cwiseman@georgegreen.co.uk 

195 High Street 19 Waterloo Road 

Cradley Heath Wolverhampton 

B64 5HW WV1 4DY 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 

sL. 

Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - as 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(includingfire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

’E 6 Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 



• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Sarah’s 

TBo'se 


<iard< i» florist 




Wide Selection of flowers, Yankee Candles 
and gifts in store . 

Order Online 

jl Or Call 

Sarahs Rose Garden 6 College Road, B32 1AB 


Rocker Noel is 
flying high again 


Album Reviews 


|By Leon Burakowski 


MAYBE the title Chasing Yes¬ 
terday is Noel Gallagher’s re¬ 
tort to those who accuse him 
of recycling great sounds 
from rock’s past, be that The 
Beatles, Mod or Glam rock. 

Whatever, the second album, on 
his Sour Mash label, from Noel Gal¬ 
lagher’s High Flying Birds is his best 
work since 2002 Oasis album Heathen 
Chemistry. 

It opens with Riverman, a Paul 
Weller-like title for a Weller-like song, 
then unleashes an absolute corker In 
The Heat Of The Moment, which rings 
bells literally and figuratively as a re¬ 
minder of prime Oasis. 

The Girl With X-Ray Eyes is a Bea- 
tles-ish stadium pleaser and Lock All 
The Doors is a guitar-grinding thriller. 

Most interesting is the jazzy psy¬ 
chedelic chugger The Right Stuff (the 
sort of song the Gallaghers would once 
have dismissed as ‘space jazz’) and 
funky rocker The Mexican. 

You Know We Can’t Go Back has a 
satisfying jangle and the soaring closer 
Ballad Of The Mighty I features former 
Smiths guitarist Johnny Marr for a dou¬ 
ble dose of Mancunian guitar brilliance. 

A deluxe version of the album fea¬ 
tures three extra new tracks and a re¬ 
mix of In The Heat Of The Moment. 

Liverpudlian X Factor runner-up 
Rebecca Ferguson was one of the 
show’s more interesting finds with a 
smoky vocal that suggested classic 
jazz and soul vocalists, and the chance 
to hear that kind of voice in contempo¬ 
rary setting. So at first Lady Sings The 
Blues seems a backward step for the 
singer, who is signed to Simon Cowell’s 
Syco label. 

Surely the singer is on a hiding to 
nothing performing songs by the inim- 



Noel Gallagher — his best work 
since 2002’s Heathen Chemistry 

itable Billie Holiday, to whom she has 
been compared. However, Feguson 
aquits herself well with a more soul¬ 
ful take on these classic songs, such 
as Embraceable You, That Ole Devil 
Called Love and God Bless The Child, 
recorded at LA’s legendary Capitol Stu¬ 
dios. It is classy easy listening and Fer¬ 
guson wisely doesn’t attempt a cover 
of Holiday’s most iconic, and chilling, 
song Strange Fruit. 

Dreamface (EML) is a seething al¬ 
bum of alternative metal from pow¬ 
erhouse Liverpool trio Elevant, who 
contrast the hard rifting with acoustic 
guitar interludes on their second al¬ 
bum. Listen if you like Royal Blood, 
Muse or Queens of the Stone Age. 
Hawkwind-like howler Nothing is a 
highlight. 


Northern Ireland’s The Answer rock 
back with Raise A Little Hell (Napalm 
Records), traditional swaggering heavy 
rock with fancy fretwork guitar solos 
and sore throated vocals. 

They’ll give Birmingham Institute in 
Digbeth a good rocking on March 20. 

Only a year on from their debut al¬ 
bum Down Like Gold, Isle of Wight’s 
Champs (brothers Michael and David 
Champion) are fine tuning their mel¬ 
ancholy pop sound on Vamala (Play It 
Again Sam). 

Michael’s vocals have a hint of Robin 
Gibb and their songs a slightly other¬ 
worldly feel, like Crowded House re¬ 
corded by Joe Meek. 

Enjoyment of The Slow Show entire¬ 
ly depends on what you make of singer 
Rob Goodwin’s mannered vocals, kind 
of Lou Reed meets Leonard Cohen. 

The Mancunian band make a moody 
meditative sound on White Water (Hal- 
dern Pop Recordings), like Elbow with 
a hangover. 

Classy country music duo The 
Shires (Crissie Rhodes and Ben Earle) 
hail from the Home Counties rather 
than Nashville but they make fine con¬ 
temporary country songs on Brave, re¬ 
leased on the Decca Nashville label. In 
a similar vein to Lady Antebellum. They 
play Birmingham Institute on April 17. 

Practically unheard of in the UK, The 
Goldebriars released a couple of folk 
albums in mid-1960s America before 
their third was shelved because they 
split up. 

You can hear the roots of sunshine 
pop in the gorgeous harmonies of sis¬ 
ters Dotti and Sheri Holmberg. If things 
had gone better they could have been 
rivals to The Mamas & the Papas. 

Now Sounds have released the first 
anthology of the group, Walkin’ Down 
The Line: The Best Of The Golde¬ 
briars, with 30 tracks including both 
albums, demos and material that was 
intended for the ill-fated third album. 


Express & Star 

ARE YO^R 




LET US 

FIND YOUR 

1 

MISSING 

PIECE 





ON OUR 2015 GUARANTEED TO FILL YOUR VACANCY PACKAGES 


ON 01902 519227 J 0 B S@E X P R E S S A N D S T A R ■ C 0 ■ U K 

Follow us on twitter@recruitmentstar 


Part of Express & Star Ltd MNA Media 

















































































































Lessons are plain sailing 
for sixth form students 


PUPILS at a Dudley secondary 
school are being encouraged to get 
out on the open water after it be¬ 
came one of the first in the region to 
make sailing part of its curriculum. 

With their efforts inside the class¬ 
room delivering impressive results, 
bosses at Ellowes Hall School in 
Lower Gornal decided they would 
take advantage of their relationship 
with Himley Hall Sailing Club. 

The sport has been part of the 
school’s enrichment programme 
for the last year but staff have now 
taken the extra step of making it a 
permanent fixture on the timetable. 

The offer will initially be open to 
sixth formers before being rolled out 
to younger pupils. 


Two new sailing boats have been 
bought by the school, costing around 
£13,000, they have been named As¬ 
pire and Achieve after the school’s 
motto. 

Headteacher Alan Jasper said: 
“We try to be forward thinking and 
provide as many opportunities as we 
possibly can. We are relatively close 
to Himley Hall Sailing Club and 
thought it was something we could 
do and had members of staff who 
were keen to help out.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin paid 
a visit to the sailing club as the new 
boats were unveiled. 

He praised the school for its focus 
on sport as well as getting results in 
the classroom. 



Head teacher Andy Griffiths, Ian Austin MP, Tony Sutton, students Holly Holloway and, right, Maia Shillam 


Nurseries to help 
Macmillan charity 

A GARDEN centre has announced it will be supporting 
Macmillan Cancer Support as its charity for the year 

Ashwood Nurseries, near Kingswinford, has pledged 
to raise £15,000. 

The money will go directly to an innovative pilot pro¬ 
ject in Dudley, which is aiming to improve palliative care 
and end of life services for people affected by cancer and 
other conditions. 

The owner of Ashwood Nurseries, John Massey, will 
be opening up his three acre private garden on six days 
and donating all proceeds to the project. The garden, 
which has featured on TV, includes informal borders, 
island beds and woodland dells, against the beautiful 
backdrop of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. 

Mr Massey said: “I chose Macmillan Cancer Support 
for the Ashwood Charity of the Year 2015 because I re¬ 
ally value the important role they play in the care of can- 
cer patients and their families.” 


Dudley tops 
energy over 
spending in 
the region 


FAMILIES in the West Midlands will over¬ 
spend on their energy bills by £354 million 
this year. 

According to new research, £3.4 billion is being 
unnecessarily spent on energy across the UK due to 
variable tariffs. 

Unsurprisingly, London tops a list of 100 cities and 


major towns with the biggest 
that comes in 13th place 
with £21.8m, followed by 
Walsall in 19th place with 
£20m, Wolverhampton in 
22nd with £18.5m and Staf¬ 
ford in 65th with £9.6m. 

In total, 70 per cent of the 
Big Six energy company cus¬ 
tomers are overpaying by an 
average of £235 per year in 
the UK when compared to 
the cheapest fixed tariffs on 
the market. 

Independent energy com¬ 
pany First Utility said the 
research it commissioned 
showed that 80 per cent of 
bill payers would find it use¬ 
ful to have more informa¬ 
tion about cheaper tariffs 
from their existing supplier 
and those from others in the 
market. 

Shocking 

A similar percentage also 
said that more transparent 
bills and more information 
about the best tariffs avail¬ 
able would increase their 
level of trust in energy com¬ 
panies. 

Sarah Willingham, con¬ 
sumer champion at Lets- 
SaveMoney.com, said: “It’s 
upsetting and shocking to 
see just how much money 
we are wasting in the UK by 
paying more than we need 
to for our energy. 

“Traditionally the energy 
companies have not done 
enough to help consumers 


overspends. But it’s Dudley 

By John Corser 

get onto the best tariff and 
to save money.” 

Ian McCaig, chief exec¬ 
utive of First Utility, said: 
“The UK energy industry 
has contrived to put itself 
in a situation where around 
two thirds of its customers 
are on the most expensive 
energy tariff the industry 
has to offer, namely the 
‘standard variable tariff. 

“That simply can’t be 
right and is even more inex¬ 
cusable in a climate where 
wholesale prices have been 
coming down. 

“First Utility believes 
that the industry needs to 
change from within and do 
more to inform and support 
customers to help them 
make informed choices 
about the best tariff. 

“A big step would be to 
scrap the standard variable 
tariff and call it what it is 
— the ‘Out of Contract Tar¬ 
iff, the tariff you’re left on 
when you’re not on one of 
the good ones. 

“Just as importantly, 
every household should be 
told in writing every sin¬ 
gle month whether there’s 
a better, cheaper tariff for 
them anywhere across the 
entire industry.” 


Jan’s the man for 
Rotary Club dinner 

FORMER Liverpool Football Club star Jan Molby is ap¬ 
pearing at a charity sportsman’s dinner in Wolverhampton 
tonight (Thursday), organised by Dudley Rotary Club. 

The legendary Danish midfielder, famed for his silky 
skills and his strong Scouse accent, will be star guest at the 
Molineux event. 

Molby won both the league and FA Cup three times with 
Liverpool during his 12-year Anfield career and went on to 
have two spells managing Kidderminster Harriers. 

Comedian 

The black tie event has been organised by Dudley Ro¬ 
tary Club and will also feature comedian Billy Flywheel and 
John Collier. Tickets cost £50 each. 

For tickets or more information contact Keith Law on 
01384 566266 or e-mail keithlaw53@hotmail.co.uk 



Alstons ^ 5 mmm wade - Myers f| ^steed ^htl ETTgfl ton 

HUGE DISCOUNTS available an all special orders and brand name furniture! ||| 




I LLIAM&S0NS 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY5 1UA 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 



Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday l0-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


All offers are subject to availability. E&OE 
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Concern at 
smell from 
old flowers 

COUNCIL bosses have 
come under fire over a re¬ 
membrance garden. 

Sandwell Council said it 
would remove dead flow¬ 
ers left in vases at Rowley 
Regis Crematorium. It 
comes after couple George 
and Lilian Johnson vis¬ 
ited from Kidderminster, 
only to leave ‘incensed’ at 
the foul smell of stagnant 
water and dead flowers. 

The couple had visited 
to lay flowers in memory 
of Mrs Johnson’s father. 
Mrs Johnson, 70, originally 
from Langley, said: “The 
smell from the vases is 
atrocious” 

Council leader Darren 
Cooper said: “We routinely 
remove dead flowers at both 
Rowley Regis and Sandwell 
Valley Crematoria but are 
mindful there are many in¬ 
stances where families visit 
weekly and often prefer to 
remove and replace floral 
tributes themselves.” 

Warning on 
derelict site 

FIREFIGHTERS have 
pleaded with people to 
stay out of a derelict unit 
in Rowley Regis after be¬ 
ing called out three times 
in two days to extinguish 
blazes. 

Crews from Haden Cross 
Station put out fires at the 
site in Doulton Road on 
Monday and Tuesday of 
last week. 

Watch commander Jus¬ 
tin Bayliss said: “I want to 
encourage people to stay 
out of the site. It is a dan¬ 
gerous place.” 


FOCUS ON BLACKHEATH AND ROWLEY REGIS 


Mother runs to raise cash 
for potential lifesaver gear 


Group help 
Loaves 
‘INI’ Fishes 

A CHARITY which helps 
provide furniture and 
household goods for needy 
people has been boosted by 
a cash donation. 

More than £17,000 has 
been donated to Black- 
heath-based charity Loaves 
‘N’ Fishes by the Black 
Country Housing Group. 

The social housing group 
has worked to raise £8,786 
for the charity through a 
football tournament, cake 
sales and a gala ball. Bosses 
have agreed to match-fund 
the amount raised, bringing 
the total to £17,572. 

Loaves ‘N’ Fishes pro¬ 
vides furniture and house¬ 
hold essentials as well as 
clothing to families and in¬ 
dividuals who need help. 

Volunteers at the organi¬ 
sation say the cash will help 
them build a workshop to 
repair and renovate furni¬ 
ture donation. 

Each of the housing 
group’s 200 staff will also 
donate two hours of their 
time to the charity. 



Black Country Housing Group’s Amanda Tomlinson and Ramesh Malhan with Anna 
Hartland and Steve Hartland from Blackheath-based charity Loaves ‘N’ Fishes 


A MOTHER will be putting her best foot for¬ 
ward in a marathon to raise money for a defi¬ 
brillator for a primary school. 

Jennifer White, 41, who lives in Downing Street, 
Halesowen, but is originally from Blackheath, will 
be running the Brighton marathon in April, aiming 
to raise moer than £800 towards a new defibrillator 
for Newfield Park Primary School in Halesowen. 


The device delivers a 
shock to the heart of a car¬ 
diac arrest victim to enable 
the heart to resume its nor¬ 
mal rhythm. 

Mrs White has two chil¬ 
dren at the school, Lily 
Armstrong, nine, and Noah 
Armstrong, eight, and said 
she was inspired to raise 
money for the defibrillator 
after discovering that 12 
children die from sudden 
cardiac arrest on a typical 
week in the UK. 

She added many of them 
did not have pre-existing 
heart conditions and sud¬ 
denly collapsed, so a de¬ 
fibrillator could make a 
difference. 

“I decided that if I was 
going to do a marathon, I 
wanted it to be for a worth¬ 
while cause and my twins 
start at Newfield Park in 
September and I wanted it 
to be something that would 
benefit my children and 
somebody else’s children,” 
she said. 

“The new defibrillator 



Jennifer White — good cause 

will be kept in the commu¬ 
nity and will be available for 
the local community to use.” 

Mrs White, who used to 
live in American and for 
a while in Brighton, lives 
with her husband Anthony 
Armstrong, 40, and also has 
twins Scarlett and Georgia 
Armstrong, aged five. 

Her training involves reg¬ 
ular runs and weight train¬ 
ing twice a week. 

To sponsor Mrs White 
contact Newfield Primary 
on 01384 818640. 


up to £2m 
for services 
at hospital 

UP to £2 million will be 
spent expanding services at 
Rowley Regis Hospital. 

Bosses at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham NHS 
Trust want to offer a wider 
range of clinics and facili¬ 
ties at the Moore Lane site. 

They say it will mean 
more people can get treat¬ 
ment closer to home rather 
than having to travel to 
Sandwell Hospital or Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital. 

A consultation is under 
way to find out what ser¬ 
vices the public would like 
to be available. Ideas put 
forward so far include a 
pharmacy, midwifery ser¬ 
vices, such as antenatal 
and postnatal clinics, and 
respiratory therapy. Im¬ 
proved gym facilities and 
space for support groups to 
help patients and families 
have also been suggested. 

Chief executive Toby 
Lewis said the trust ex¬ 
pected to invest up to £2m 
by 2016. 

Councillor's 
bus concern 

A COUNCILLOR has ques¬ 
tioned whether new bus 
routes will benefit the peo¬ 
ple who need them most. 
The services will take pas¬ 
sengers to Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre, Halesowen 
and Blackheath. 

Sandwell councillor Ker- 
rie Carmichael, who rep¬ 
resents Blackheath, said 
elderly residents in Grange 
Road would have to walk 
up Gorsty Hill Road to 
catch the bus, whereas pre¬ 
viously the service stopped 
in Station Road. 


S & N Hodgkins jeees 


Independent Family Funeral Directors 


ON SITE WORKSHOPS FOR 


clock, watch and jewellery repairs 




/ Watches / Necklaces 

/ Bracelets / Clocks 

/ Earrings / Watch Batteries 

/ Engraving and Straps 
/ Rings / Est. 1969 

One Stop Shop For 

All Gift Ideas ... 


151 HIGH STREET, BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 
(NEXT TO THE NEW LIBRARY) 

TELEPHONE: 0121 559 7156 


T. Hadley & Co. Funeral Directors are an independent, family- 
owned funeral directors based in Blackheath and Rowley Regis, 
that covers the Sandwell and Dudley areas. As such, we have a 
long history of personal service to our local community. Carrying 
on the family tradition we are deeply committed to upholding 
professional standards for the funeral services we offer. 

T. Hadley & Co was founded in 1895 by Thomas Hadley, 
then passed to his grandson Les Hadley in the late 1940’s. The 
company was purchased by local funeral director Trevor Hickton 
in 1987 after a long standing professional relationship between 
Les and Trevor. 

After being located in New John Street, Blackheath since the 
early 1900’s, the office was relocated to more prominent position 
in Blackheath High Street in 2010. 

Melanie Unwin Dip.FD was given the position of Branch 
manager and oversees the day to day running of the office as 
well as looking after the families on the day of the funeral, she is 
assisted by Funeral Administrator Angela on a daily basis. 

As a funeral directors we offer a wide selection of funeral 
services throughout Blackheath, Rowley Regis, Hurst Green , 
Sandwell, Dudley and all surrounding areas. You can reach us 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year and we will always assist you with 
your funeral service needs. 


We offer advice on prepaid funeral plans. A funeral plan 
can save you money and provides invaluable peace of mind 
for you and your family. The reassurance gained from making 
arrangements in advance and these escalating costs are the 
reasons why nearly a million people in Britain have taken out a 
funeral plan. 

A funeral plan is thoughtful way of preparing for the future. 
It enables you to fix the cost of your funeral director’s services 
at today’s prices, no matter how much this may increase in 
the coming years. By choosing to plan ahead for your funeral, 
you and your loved ones will benefit from welcome peace of 
mind knowing that everything is taken care of in advance. Your 
thoughtfulness will relieve your grieving relatives of the financial 
strain and any worries about your funeral arrangements at a time 
of distress. Plus, you have the comfort of knowing that that the 
arrangements which you particularly want, including the type of 
funeral, venue, music choices, readings and even flowers will be 
carried out exactly as you wish. Thinking about planning your 
own funeral can be daunting, which is why choosing the right 
funeral plan provider to ease you through the process can make 
all the difference. 



* 24 Hour Service 

* All Areas Covered 

* Pre Paid Funerals 

* Home Arrangements 


Independent Family Funeral Directors 

We are an independent family run group of Funeral Directors 
under the personal attention of 
Trevor & Ross Hickton and Melanie Unwin Dip.PD 

T. Hadley & Co 


SAIF 


l inldm (lurtcr 


Ha High Street 

BlackheathlRowley Regis. B65 0DR 
0121 5591010 


* Private Chapels of Rest 

* Modern and Classic Vehicles 

* Simple Funeral Options 

* Monthly Payment Schemes 


Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 
11 Lower High Street 
Cradley Heath. B64 5AB 
01384 569569 


R. Hadley 
36-38 Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 

































Dan gets claws 
into banjo style 

INTERVIEW 



Dan Walsh with his five-string banjo which has earned him world renown 


by Danny Farragher 


MIDLANDS musician Dan 
Walsh is considered the best 
clawhammer, five-string ban¬ 
jo player these isles have 
produced. 

However, it was sheer fluke 
which started him on his journey 
to being a world renowned player. 

Walsh, now aged 27, from Baswich, 
Stafford, began his musical journey as 
a pre-teen enamoured of the guitar. 

“I started playing guitar when I was 
about nine or ten and that was the 
dream, the guitar was where it was at, 
that is what I always wanted to do. 

“But then I got into Irish and Scot¬ 
tish music and heard the banjo and 
thought I would give it a go, I never 
really thought it would become the 
main instrument —just an extra to the 
guitar, but within a year it was what I 
was best at.” 

Accident 

This was where fate took a hand. 

“Choosing the five-string banjo was 
a complete accident,” laughs Walsh. 
“When I was 13, no one in Stafford re¬ 
ally knew anything about banjos. 

“I just heard it and thought I wanted 
to play it. I had no idea there were dif¬ 
ferent banjos or different ways of play¬ 
ing them. I just fancied the sound. 

“So my parents went to the local 
music shop and asked if they knew 
anyone who taught banjo, they were 
given the name of a guy from Cannock, 
George Davies. 

“I owe him everything. He was the 
best teacher I could have ever had. 

“When he mentioned teaching me 
clawhammer style it meant noth¬ 
ing to me, so I ended up playing five 
string and it wasn’t until about year 
later I realised I had ended up playing 
the wrong instrument. I realised the 
music and banjo I had been listening 


to was the tenor, but by then it was a 
bit late to change. 

“So then I had to find a way to play 
that kind of music (Irish/Scottish) 
clawhammer style which became 
something of a niche for me, so I can’t 
claim it was planned at all. But I am 
very glad it happened.” 

Walsh went on to study folk music 
at degree level in Newcastle upon 
Tyne which and he stayed in the 
North East for a couple of years after 
graduating before coming back to his 
home town. 

Fresh 

Although armed with a new knowl¬ 
edge of the music he played it was his 
previous lack of understanding about 
the banjo that was instrumental in his 
development and enthusiasm for the 
keeping things fresh and experimen¬ 
tal. 

“I never really had a specific idea 
of what the banjo did when I took it 
up. I had never heard of bluegrass so I 
never really had the firm idea of what 
it could do, and I think that’s proba¬ 


bly never really left me. It became a 
never-ending experiment and I felt 
there was so much that hadn’t been 
done with it that I could take it in new 
directions. 

“I remember meeting some Indian 
musicians in London and the music 
just blew my mind. It just immediately 
struck a chord with me and I really 
wanted to study the music, and I play 
the banjo, so it never occurred to me 
not to do it on the banjo.” 

This has also spurred something of a 
crusade in the musician to bring more 
banjo music to the masses. 

“I guess I am on a bit of a crusade. 
I don’t go out thinking this is banjo 
music and YOU ARE going to enjoy it, 
but I do like to win people round.” 

His new album Incidents & Acci¬ 
dents is due out on March 16 

Dan Walsh performs at The Wood¬ 
man Folk Club, Kingswinford on 
Friday from around 8.30pm. Entry 
is £6 for members and £1 extra for 
non-members. He then plays The Met 
at Gatehouse, Stafford on March 17 at 
8pm. Tickets are £10. 



12 Wulfrun Trading Est 
Stafford Road 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Tel 01902 717744 

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:00 


Direct 


on EVERY pair! 

Choose from over 450 styles 

& get a FREE PAIR 

with single vision lenses 
up to the same value! 


39 Douglas Road 
Blackheath 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Tel 0121 561 4940 

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:00 
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40 mm triple Glazing 


for price of double 


Loft & Garage 

conversions 


Bay windows 


S weesco S Dinin9/Ca r rport 


HIGH-SPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 




BIGGEST 

Midlands Manufacture 
Over 50,000 sq ft factory 
VISITS ARRANGED 


jii ^ ^ ^ <*> ,? Ifensai r £ (§) 


I x -_Porches 

JOyrs / ,, 

'nsurance 
Back •*?! 
guarantee J [• ^mm 

□ Bi a p°,{f rench/ 

B, -F°ldsDoors 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 




Conservaton© s Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm I 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF L 

www.hispecwindows.GO.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 
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William, with his Military Medal, and Lillian after he was injured 


The postcard from Major General Thwaites, mentioning the medic’s conspicuous bravery 


L/Cpl Connolly with his wife, Lillian, during the Great War 


Army medic was pride of town 


THE 137th Staffordshire Brigade 
made a vital and momentous contri¬ 
bution to the defeat of the Germans 
in the First World War when it broke 
the much-vaunted and formidable 
Hindenburg Line on the St Quentin 
Canal at Belleglise. 

This was the last German defensive 
barrier on the Western Front and it was 
stormed by soldiers drawn mostly from in 
and around Wolverhampton, Walsall, Bur- 
ton-on-Trent and Hanley. 

That victorious Brigade belonged to the 46th 
North Midland Division. It was one of the 14 
peace-time divisions of the Territorial Force, 
which had been organised in 1908 with the aim 
of training part-time soldiers for home defence 
in the event of war. 

As for the 137th Staffordshire Brigade it 
was made up of four battalions: two each from 
North and South Staffordshire. The 5th South 
Staffordshire Regiment had its headquarters 
and four companies at Walsall, with other com¬ 
panies at Bloxwich, Hednesford, Handsworth 
and Wednesbury; the 6th battalion was based 
in Wolverhampton, where it had three compa¬ 
nies, with others in Willenhall, Sedgley, Darlas- 
ton, Bilston and Tettenhall. Its main recruiting 


MEMORY LANE 



centre was at the Drill Hall in Stafford Street, 
Wolverhampton. The Brigade was made up not 
only of infantrymen and gunners but also of en¬ 
gineers and medics, who belonged to the Field 
Ambulance of Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Among the Wolverhampton men of the l/3rd 
North Midland Field Ambulance was Lance 
Corporal William J Connolly, Army number 
421168. He was actively involved in the final 
months of the war, which began in March 1918 
when General Ludendorff launched the German 
Spring offensive as a last attempt to gain vic¬ 
tory. 

Its initial successes were dramatic and de¬ 
moralising, but after the Germans were finally 
repulsed in their attempts to capture Amiens, 
Ludendorff shifted his attacks to the north and 
the Ypres Salient in Flanders. In the Battle of 
Lys, his troops made significant gains but a final 
drive to capture the Channel ports was repulsed 
on April 29. 

With the battle still raging, the next evening 
L/Cpl Connolly was the duty NCO at an ad¬ 
vanced dressing station near to Gorre, a ham¬ 
let just to the east of Bethune that had been 


turned into a support post. That night and into 
the next day, it was heavily bombarded with 
mustard gas shells by the enemy. Distinguish¬ 
ing himself with conspicuous bravery, L/Cpl 
Connolly was awarded the Military Medal on 
August 30. The citation read that he ‘remained 
at duty, despite incessant vomiting, till he could 
neither see or stand. His courage and devotion 
to duty was a good example to the men of the 
unit, and to the gassed men of other units who 
were passing through the dressing station’. 

Having lost much of his sight, the valorous 
Wulfrunian was eventually moved to Bellahou- 
ston Hospital in Glasgow. Here he was visited 
by his wife of six months, Lillian, from whom he 
had been parted two days after their wedding. 

After his recovery, Bill Connolly returned 
to Wolverhampton and was presented with ‘a 
beautiful gold pocket watch’ which his grand¬ 
daughter Elizabeth Thompson is proud to have. 

Elizabeth is keen to know if this watch ‘was 
presented at a special ceremony and whether 
any other Wolverhampton men won medals and 
were given such a gift by the town’. She explains 
that before the Great War, her grandfather was 
‘a skilled Art Metal Worker, having served as 
an apprentice with F.J.J Gibbons from July 22, 
1907 to April 23, 1911’. Elizabeth remembers 
that because of the mustard gas, her grandfa¬ 
ther’s “chest and lungs were badly damaged’. 


She adds: “His eyesight was also impaired and 
I believe that he was the first person to have 
a corneal graft operation at Wolverhampton 
and West Midlands Eye Infirmary.” This came 
about because in 1942, Bill had a piece of grit 
removed from his left eye at the Infirmary. Dur¬ 
ing the examination of his eye it was discovered 
that there was something else seriously wrong 
with his eye - the mustard gas had badly af¬ 
fected his cornea. 

Bill began to go blind as his right eye was also 
impaired and then in 1951 a young German 
went to the Infirmary suffering from a tumour. 
However, the cornea remained healthy and 
after his eye was removed he gave permission 
for it to be grafted onto Bill’s left eye. 

Then the doctors turned their attention to 
Bill’s right eye. Then in December 1952 another 
German walked into the Infirmary. He had to 
have his eye removed but also helped the Eng¬ 
lishman. A few days later Bill had an operation 
and for several days afterwards lay in bed with 
his eyes covered in bandages until a nurse did 
not replace them in quite the usual way. 

In his words, Bill ‘took a sly peep’ and was 
filled with great joy. He could see to the end of 
the room‘like a brilliantly lit theatre. The wheel 
had gone full circle. The debt had been repaid in 
full. The Germans who had deprived him of his 
sight had given him back his sight’. 



William Connolly in his uniform 


Local Shop • Fruit & vegetables 



JOHN T HARRIS 


Sherborne 

CV niSBc VT> 

Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

•Divan Beds »Bed Frames 

Recliner Chairs •Mattresses 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 




Ortho Chairs 



0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, | 
Blackheath 1 

01 524 37500 quote WOLI 

"17 ( 1 1 BLACKHEATH 1 

M CAR TOWN 1 

~ PARK CENTRE 1 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm, Closed all day Thursday* Private car park j| 

or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


at Birmingham LG Arena 

Take That fans have shown a great deal of Patience, but 

Thatters' eyes will Shine when they hear that the band who 
could probably Rule The World will be embarking on their first 
UK tour as a trio, after four years away. Jason and Robbie will 
be missing, but Gary, Mark and Howard will be there to sing 
you A Million Love Songs on your Greatest Day of the year! 

Could It Be Magic at an Arena near you? Just Pray for a terrific 
night out, and hope they're Back For Good. The wait is over. 

Happy Now? 

Evening excursions 

Monday 11 & Saturday 16 May 2015 

• Ticket with a face value of £55.70 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Please call the promotions team on 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 
























































Police launch recruitment 


drive for 200 constables 


Gym in a real spin 
to help the hospice 



With the collection buckets b are Jess Day-Bradley and 
Ffyona Stanley in the Trident Shopping Centre, Dudley 


CUSTOMERS and staff at a Dudley gym got into a spin for 
a good cause when they took part in a spin-a-thon in aid of 
Acorns Children’s Hospice. 

The teams cycled for more than 13 hours when they held 
two community days last month at Active4Less in Trident 
Shopping Centre. 

Organisers also held a bucket collection in the centre. 

Active41ess director Julie Ryan said: “It was a fun event. 
It went really well. 

“We really felt that we were doing something worthwhile 
for the community. 

“The young representative from Acorns certainly en¬ 
joyed trying out the spin bikes for the first time. The riders 
cycled solidly for three hours.” 

The club’s instructors Jess Day-Bradley, Ffyona Stanley 
and Sham Stanley also took part in the event. 

“We are independently owned with an ethos to support 
local community projects and charities,” added Mrs Ryan. 


Driver has lucky 
escape after 
railings crash 


A DRIVER escaped with 
just a cut finger despite his 
car crashing and becoming 
impaled on metal railings in 
Stourbridge. 

The car also demolished 
two garden walls in Enville 
Street, Wollaston, in the 
early hours accident last 
week. 

The incident has 
prompted pleas to improve 
safety on the street near 
Katie Fitzgerald’s pub oppo¬ 
site the junction with Mam- 
ble Road 

Fire crews from Stour¬ 
bridge and Brierley Hill 
attended following a call 
from police. Metal railings 
smashed through the driver 
side windows of the car, nar¬ 
rowly missing the motorist. 


Resident Kevin Wood¬ 
ward said he was woken up 
by the accident and saw the 
aftermath. 

“I’ve only had the wall 
rebuilt by the council a few 
days ago and now it is dam¬ 
aged again,” he said. 

“There have been acci¬ 
dents down here before. We 
want the council to have a 
look at it.” 

Councillor Barlow said he 
had emailed Dudley Council 
transport officers to urge 
them to look at introducing 
safety measures. 

Stourbridge firefighters 
at the scene tweeted that 
the driver had been ‘lucky 
to escape’ the stricken Nis¬ 
san Micra. 


WEST Midlands Police has 
launched the drive for 200 
new constables with a three- 
week recruiting window 
opening later this month. 

The successful applicants will start 
training in November as the second 
batch of a total of 450 officers an¬ 
nounced by former Police and Crime 
Commissioner Bob Jones before his 
death last year. 

The first 200-strong intake have 
been posted to police stations after 
completing their 18-week training 
programme. 

They will remain as probationary of¬ 
ficers alongside more experienced staff 
for a further 18 months. 

More than 4,000 people applied for 
those jobs and the force is bracing it¬ 
self for a similar rush this time. 

Chief Inspector Kevin Doyle, in 


By John Scott 


charge of the recruitment drive, said: 
“Before this started in February last 
year, the force had experienced a five- 
year freeze. The new application pro¬ 
cess continues to search for fresh, new 
and diverse recruits. 


Impressed 


“We have been very impressed with 
the calibre of the candidates from last 
year’s intake who have far exceeded 
our expectations and raised the bar 
high. 

“Policing is challenging and re¬ 
warding. As a constable you will get 
to learn new skills and meet new peo¬ 
ple. As well as reducing crime, you 
will help to reduce the fear of crime by 
providing reassurance, inspiring con¬ 


fidence and really making a difference 
to people’s lives.” 

Those interested can formally apply 
during a three-week period beginning 
on March 23 but are encouraged to 
register interest now online. Those 
chosen will need to complete two years 
as a probationary officer. 

West Midlands Police said potential 
applicants should have a passion for 
public service and a desire to make a 
difference in the region’s communi¬ 
ties. 

Other attributes being sought are 
good communication skills, calm, con¬ 
fident personalities, problem solving 
and an ability to easily build relation¬ 
ships, be a team player and respect 
other people. 

The force is specifically aiming to 
increase the number of black and mi¬ 
nority ethnic officers to better reflect 
the communities it serves. 


Big Switch set 
to save £300 


on energy bills 


RESIDENTS who signed 
up for a new energy scheme 
look to save an average of 
almost £300 per home on 
their bills, say the boss of 
Dudley Council. 

The Big Switch has now 
closed and following an 
auction between energy 
companies the average sav¬ 
ings have been announced. 

The council partners for 
the auction with IChooser, 
the UK’s leading expert in 
collective energy switching. 

A total of 536 house¬ 
holds registered with the 
scheme. It was combined 
with a number of other 
similar initiatives across 
the UK to create a collec¬ 
tive of 30,000 household, 
led by over 100 councils. 

In total 85 per cent of 
Dudley borough house¬ 


holds who registered for 
the auction will save on 
their energy bills. The av¬ 
erage saving per household 
will be almost £300. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, 
leader of Dudley Council, 
said: “The two winning 
suppliers for the latest 
Big Switch are E.ON and 
Scottish Power who will 
supply a range of energy 
contracts. All the tariffs 
offered are market leading 
and exclusive to scheme 
members. These rates are 
not available direct from 
the suppliers or via price 
comparison services. The 
average savings per house¬ 
hold really will help our 
residents.” 

Those who registered 
will receive a personal 
offer. 


Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd 




SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



MARCH SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 


i Free Design service 
1 10 yr Insurance 
back guarantee 
i High security locks 
i Energy saving 
windows & doors 


fitted 


i All built and 
installed by our 
own fitters 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

mss w© mm msm 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 

COMPOSITE DOORS UPVC DOORS 


BEDFORD 


KENT 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGW0RTH 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 





A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 


NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 



VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


cc 


oertass 

All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
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OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Home Selections 


Quadro Pre Assembled Kitchen Units 
□nly 3 Sets Available 
Call NQW - First Come First Served 




SUPPLIERS 
OF CROWN 
IMPERIAL 
KITCHENS 



1 3 Units • 1 Worktop Alu Plinth • Slow 
Close Hinges • Handles • 5 Drawer Stack 

£799 

[cam and dowel 1 8mm carcase] 


Britannia Street, Tividale, 
Oldbury B69 2PG 
□ 121 557 7222 
www. ubhikitchens. co. uk 


*Picture for 
illustration 
purposes only 


Gostek 

Solutions 


Let Gastek take care of your 
plumbing and heating needs . 


SERVICE 

PLANS 

from £9.99 pm 
NO EXCESS 
■ FEE’S! ■ 


Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk am major 
inf0@gasteks0luti0ns.c0.uk credit cards 
Halesowen, West Midlands acce P ted 



WE SUPPLY AND www.sandwells(oneandlencing.(oin 

FIT ALL TYPES 
OF FENCING & 

SLABBING _ 
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New XXX 
DVD’s in 
stock 


Adult 

Cinema 

FREE entry 
for couples 


Bring them in to find out 
how much they are worth 


y)Ub 


01597 811422 
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The Adult Shop 

19 Cradley Road, Cradley Heath B64 6AG 

01384 412070 


Treat Your Mom to Something Different 

Chocolate Shoe with 
Truffles Only X I2.99 

Also flowers to suit all 
pockets. Lots on display 


Call: 0121 421 2111 


w ww.oakwo odlodges.co.uk 

' Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 

^ 4 ^/vVV/. sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic 

^rspoii Yourselfe views wittl red kites soaring overhea(l - 

> Book a Lodge with a <;Stunning location and excellent touring centre. 
iA Hof j u |j Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round 
availability. Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


J 


Offer of the i 

month 

^^CARLING 

4 cans tor £3.50 

8 cans tor £6.50 
Plus many more offe 

<5> r-Kt Tirvfe Blossom Hill & Echo Falls 
White, Rec * or Rose 

vixins £3.99 or 3 for £10 

■flSsgn® 

flarSSO® 

Lambrini f f ^ ^ 

APEX WINES 

Gorsty Hill Road, Halesowen, Rowley Regis B65 OEY 


Caltours of 


Birmingham Ltd 

Coach Excursions from Birmingham 

THURSDAY 9th APRIL 

BOURTON ON WATER 
& 

KELMSCOTT MANOR 


PICK UPS: 

CITY CENTRE 09.00, HARBORNE 09.15 
SELLY OAK 09.30, BOURNVILLE 09.40 
KINGS NORTON 09.50 


tmb ©oas os® 
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Cafelicious 

Eat In & Take Away 
FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

Small £3 Medium £3.90 Belly Buster £5 
Open Monday - Friday 7.30am - 2.30pm Saturday 8am - 1pm 

61 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 

Telephone orders welcome 0121 544 0149 



QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • ALL AREAS COVERED 

For a free quote call 
0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


3QOO 

n electrics 


• Domestic Electrical Installations 

• Sockets 

• Lights 

• Condition Reports 

• No job too small 

• Free quotes 

• Reliable and friendly service 

T: 0121 420 3000 M: 07811 19 16 16 


& 


LOGS 



Kiln Dried Ash 

• Cut length 9-10 inch • Moisture content l 
Ready to use now 

Price £90 including VAT 

per builders bag delivered 

Trade Enquiries Welcome 

CHARLTON WHITEHOUSE FUELS 
y^l 544 3595 



49 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 




Calcon 

Fencing Midlands Ltd 


All Types of Quality Fencing Supplied & Erected 
Walls Removed, Gates Fitl 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 





























































































WHAT'S ON21 


Back to the 60s 
with Benidorm 
star in Hairspray! 



Tony Maudsley as Edna 

BENIDORM star Tony 
Maudsley will be putting 
on the big frock to play 
Edna Turnblad in the re¬ 
turn of feel-good 1960s 
musical Hairspray! 

Maudsley will be swop¬ 
ping hairdryers for ham 
dinners when the Hotel 
Solano’s chief crimper 
takes on the role of the 
maxi-sized mom of high 
school rebel Tracy Turn¬ 
blad. 

The touring show has 
been chosen as the festive 
season musical treat at Bir¬ 
mingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre, from December 
14 to January 9. 

Motormouth 

Joining him in the cast 
will be actor and former 
Blue Peter host Peter Dun¬ 
can as Mr Turnblad, West 
End star Claire Sweeney 
as the wicked Wasp Velma 
Von Tussle and former X 
Factor finalist and We Will 
Rock You showstopper 
Brenda Edwards as Motor- 
mouth Maybelle. 

Freya Sutton will reprise 
her role as the irrepressible 
Tracy after starring in the 
2013 tour. 


Sir Tom joining the bill for a 
'Made in Britain' v Festival 


EastEnder 
has tough 
new role 

TO millions of TV viewers 
he is known as soft-heart¬ 
ed Barry from EastEnders 
but theatre goers in Wol¬ 
verhampton will soon see 
Shaun Williamson play as 
a tough guy. 

He stars in 1960s-set 
farce One Man, Two Gu¬ 
vnors from Tuesday, March 
17, to Saturday, March 22, 
at the Grand Theatre. 

Williamson played in the 
BBC soap between 1994 
and 2004 as Barry Evans, 
who was dramatically 
killed off when his lover 
Janine Butcher pushed 
him off a cliff. But 11 years 
later, the actor plays Char¬ 
lie Clench in a show which 
is a glorious celebration of 
British comedy. 

“I always enjoy coming 
to Wolverhampton, its a 
beautiful theatre,” he said. 
“The show is incredible 
and probably one of the 
funniest things I have been 
a part of in my career. It’s 
like an adult pantomime 
meeting a Carry On film.” 



MUSIC legend Sir Tom Jones will be playing alongside chart toppers 
Kasabian and Calvin Harris at this summer’s V Festival. 

Grammy and 2015 BRIT winner Sam Smith, fellow BRIT winner Paloma 
Faith, Ellie Goulding and Welsh rockers Stereophonies and Paloma Faith are 
also on the bill in a home-grown line-up to celebrate the festival’s 20th anni¬ 
versary. 

The event will be held at Weston Park on the weekend of August 22 and 23, with a mir¬ 


ror image V taking place over the same weel 

Headlining on the Saturday at Weston 
Park will be Scottish DJ Calvin Harris and 
V regulars Stereophonies. 

They will be joined by The Script, Ellie 
Goulding, Paloma Faith, George Ezra, The 
Kooks, Clean Bandit, Chvrches, Kodaline, 
Ella Henderson, Jessie Ware, Duke Du¬ 
mont, Gregory Porter, Ella Eyre and Irish 
rockabilly singer Imelda May. 

Sunday will see Sir Tom joined by Leices¬ 
ter rockers Kasabian, Sam Smith, Oily 
Murs, Irish singer/songwriter Hozier, Cour- 
teeners, Nero, Annie Mac, Labrinth, Andy 
C, Jess Glynne, Fuse ODG, Marina & The 
Diamonds, Hannah Wants, Reverend & The 
Makers, Scottish folk/pop singers The Pro- 
claimers and hip hop legends Grandmaster 
Flash and the Furious Five. 

British 

Festival director Simon Moran said: “We 
wanted to champion British talent at this 
year’s festival and with the likes of Calvin 
and Kasabian leading the way we don’t 
think it’ll disappoint. 

“The eclectic mix of established artists 
and rising stars, with a few more in the 
pipeline, means that once again there is 
something for everyone at V Festival. 

“It’s incredible to think what V has 
achieved in two decades. When we started 
out in ‘96, we were two stages and one tent, 
with the northern site only hosting one day 
of acts. Since then we’ve hosted some of the 
most iconic acts from around the world.” 


at Hylands Park in Chelmsford, Essex. 



Sir Tom, now a judge on TV’s The Voice 


Most festival-goers will be spending 
around £199 on weekend tickets including 
camping. 

But those with a bigger budget will again 
be able to try something more upmarket 
with ready-built bell tents, huts and luxury 
yurts. 

More acts will be announced soon to per¬ 
form on the festival’s four stages and in the 
Glee Club comedy tent. 

Off stage there will be other entertain¬ 
ment including a silent disco on the Friday 
and Saturday nights, food and drink stalls 
for weekend campers, and funfair rides. 

Tickets went on sale on Friday. 


Let it go and sing 
along with Frozen 

DISNEY’S Frozen is a phe¬ 
nomenal success. Inspired 
by Hans Christian Anders¬ 
en’s The Snow Queen, the 
Disney studio’s 53rd ani¬ 
mated feature has become 
a billion dollar box office 
blockbuster. 

Fans of the story about 
Princesses Elsa and Anna 
will join in with their fa¬ 
vourite movie at Sing-a- 
Long-a Disney’s Frozen 
at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre on Sunday. It’s 
so popular that all three 
showings have sold out but 
it will return for two per¬ 
formances on May 25. 

If your little ones prefer 
dinosaurs to Disney, pre¬ 
historic puppets ensure 
it’s a Jurassic lark at Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome for 
Dinosaur Zoo at the Hurst 
Street venue from tomor¬ 
row (Friday) to Sunday. 

It’s a Special night 
at the Glee Club 

DREADLOCKED North¬ 
ern Irish singer/songwriter 
Duke Special is in concert 
at Birmingham Glee Club 
on Sunday. 

The singer and pianist 
(born Peter Wilson) has 
collaborated with Clannad, 
written songs for an exhibi¬ 
tion at New York’s Metro¬ 
politan Museum of Art and 
appeared in a Brecht play 
at the National Theatre. 

His most recent single is 
Elephant Graveyard and 
he comes to the Arcadian 
Centre venue three weeks 
before the release of latest 
album Look out Machines. 

Californian singer/song- 
writer Brett Dennen, who 
toured with Paloma Faith, 
is at the Glee on April 15. 



SUNDAY 1 5TH MARCH 

SUNDAY NIGHT 
KARAOKE PARTY I 


, MONDAY 1 6TH MARCH 

MONDAY NIGHT QUIZ 
t AT YOUR QUEST 

• TUESDAY 1 7TH MARCH 

^PREDATORS KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY 1 8TH MARCH 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH 
CHAD WHITE 


THURSDAY 1 9TH MARCH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
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travel in comfort and style 

QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT BRITAIN, 
IRELAND & EUROPE 


0800 002 9788 



DUTCH BULBFIELDS & AMSTERDAM 


Departing : Fri 24th April 2015 

0 mghts Ha» Board) £359.50 per person 

• Luxury Coach Travel with just 42 seats 
• 4 Star Hotel 

• 3 nights Dinner, bed & breakfast 



FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 


21st-22nd 
23rd - 27th 
28th - 29th 
30th - 3rd APR 



TOWER OF LONDON & HAMPTON COURT PALACE £139.50 
CHARMING SIDMOUTH £299.50 

SCENIC SETTLE CARLISLE RAILWAY £115.00 

NORTH DEVON DELIGHTS £229.50 


EASTER IN PARIS & MONET’S GARDEN £275.00 

OLDE-WORLDE SHANKLIN - ISLE OF WIGHT £359.50 

ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT £289.50 

OSTEND WEEKEND & BRUGGE £189.50 

IWM DUXFORD & BLETCHLEY PARK £139.50 

GREAT ENGLISH GARDENS & PALACES £129.50 

BEAUTIFUL BATH & STEAM RAILWAY £199.50 

WORLD WAR 2 - BOMBERS & FIGHTERS £119.50 

SPRINGTIME IN ST IVES, CORNWALL £279.50 


SPRINGTIME IN PROVENCE £749.50 

NORTHUMBRIAN COAST AND HOLY ISLAND £239.50 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL WELSH MALE CHOIR £139.50 

BOURNEMOUTH & NEW FOREST £299.50 

BEAUTIFUL BABBACOMBE £295.00 

CASTLES OF AYRSHIRE & ISLE OF ARRAN £399.50 

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW £145.00 



MARCH 

Adult 

Over 60's 

17th 

COTSWOLDS & AVEBURY MANOR (NT) 

£35.00 

£32.50 

19th 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY FACTORY TOUR 

£26.00 

£25.00 

24th 

CORONATION STREET "THE TOUR” 

£45.00 

£42.50 

APRIL 



1st 

UPTON HOUSE & GARDENS (NT) 

£34.00 

£33.00 

7th 

SS GREAT BRITAIN AND BRISTOL 

£37.50 

£36.00 

8th 

SPRING BLOSSOM TRAIL & EVESHAM 

£23.00 

£22.00 

9th 

HISTORY AND SCIENCE MUSEUMS LONDON 

£27.00 

£26.00 

21st 

MORETON & BOURTON ON THE WATER 

£25.00 

£24.00 

22nd ASCOTT HOUSE (NT) & AYLESBURY 

£35.00 

£34.00 

23rd 

BATSFORD CHERRY TREE SPECTACULAR 

£31.00 

£29.50 

28th 

ROMAN CITY OF BATH 

£26.00 

£25.00 

MAY 



11th 

MIDSOMER MURDERS COUNTRY 

£26.00 

£25.00 

12th 

B0W00D HOUSE RHODODENDRON WALK 

£39.50 

£38.00 

16th 

TISSINGTON WELLS DRESSING AND BAKEWELL 

£25.00 

£24.00 

17th 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR 

£59.50 

£58.00 

19th 

BEAUMARIS & PUFFIN ISLAND CRUISE 

£35.00 

£34.00 

20th 

ABERYSTWYTH & STEAM RAILWAY 

£39.50 

£38.00 

24th 

GLOUCESTER DOCKS TALL SHIPS FESTIVAL 

£26.00 

£25.00 

1 JUNE 



\ \ 16th 

HIGHGROVE HOUSE GARDEN TOUR 

£52.50 

£52.50 


FROM 
£139.50 pp 


LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

♦ LUXURY COACH TRAVEL WITH JUST 42 SEATS 

♦ 4 STAR HOTEL WITH BED & ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
SAT NIGHT THEATRE TICKET TO ALL THE TOP SHOWS 

♦ VISIT TO COVENT GARDEN ON SUNDAY MORNING 


Phone For A Brochure or find All Our Holidays & Day Tours On Our 
Website www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 
GROUP TRAVEL HOUSE, Audnam, Stourbridge, DY8 4AG 
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CHOICE 



Phillip Schofield 


You’re Back in the Room 
(ITV, 8.20pm) 

New series. Phillip Schofield 
is joined by renowned 
illusionist Keith Barry in a 
game show where five 
strangers team up to win a 
potential £25,000 by 
completing apparently 
simple challenges. The 
only things standing 
between them and the money 
are their own minds - 
because they have all 
been hypnotised. Over the 
course of four rounds, 
the tasks get much harder 
as their hypnotic triggers 
cause the players to 
inadvertently sabotage 
their chances of winning. 

This week, celebrity chefs 
Lesley Waters, Paul Rankin, 

Ed Baines and Aldo Zilli 
join in the fun. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Formula 1: The Australian 
Grand Prix- Qualifying Highlights. 2.00 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Wales v 
Ireland (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. England v 
Scotland (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Flumes present the first of 
two knockout rounds this 
weekend, in which Rita Ora and 
Will.i.am reduce their teams down 
to the three acts that will perform 
in the live shows. The vocalists 
each choose a solo song and step 
into the spotlight for what could 
be the final time, knowing that five 
out of each group will be leaving 
disappointed at the end of the day. 
Continues tomorrow. 

8.30 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants pick a selection of 
dream prizes to make up their 
personal wish lists, all of which 
have a connection to their shared 
history together. They then face 
categories of questions in an 
attempt to win their chosen items. 
Plus, the Lotto and Thunderball 
draws, presented by Gaby Roslin. 
Last in the series. 

9.20 Casualty. Lily is involved in an 
accident on her way home from 
work when her moped collides 
with a schoolgirl - and when she 
admits she was tired, the 
youngster’s father is furious. Has 
the young doctor jeopardised her 
career? The medics grow 
suspicious of a couple when urine 
tests on a mother and her baby 
bring up traces of amphetamines. 
Connie and Rita argue as the team 
continues to be overworked, while 
Cal steals money from Ethan for 
Taylor’s charity. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
resents action from the latest 
remier League fixtures, including 

Burnley v Manchester City at Turf 
Moor and Arsenal v West Flam 
United at the Emirates Stadium; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.50The Football League Show. 
Manish Bhasin presents. 

1.10 EastEnders. 3.05 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 3.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Film: Jules Verne’s Rocket to the 
Moon. (1967) 8.10 Six Nations Rewind. 
9.10 Six Nations Rewind. 10.10 The 
Fred Dibnah Story. (R) 10.40 The Fred 
Dibnah Story. (R) 11.10 The Nature of 
Britain. (R) 12.00 A Taste of Britain. 

12.30 James Martin’s Food Map of 
Britain. (R) 12.55 Kenneth More: Talking 
Pictures. 1.25 Film: North West Frontier. 
(1959) Action adventure, starring Lauren 
Bacall and Kenneth More. 3.30 The Great 
British Sewing Bee. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 

5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
has advice on how to get the best 
out of hellebores, and Carol Klein 
visits a couple hoping to create the 
garden of their dreams over the 
coming year with her help. (R) 

6.30 Afghanistan: A Service of 
Commemoration Highlights. 
Coverage of yesterday’s ceremony 
at St Paul’s Cathedral, where the 
Queen led a service to mark the 
end of combat operations in 
Afghanistan, followed by a parade 
and a fly-past paying tribute to 
everyone involved in the 13-year 
campaign. Fluw Edwards 
presents. 

7.30 How We Got to Now with Steven 
Johnson. The science author 
explores innovations in capturing 
and transmitting sound, including 
a look at the printer in France who 
first recorded the human voice. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
is alarmed to discover the extent 
of butcher Corporal Jones’s cash¬ 
flow crisis and takes drastic 
measures to help him. Comedy 
from 1975, starring Clive Dunn. 

(R) 

9.00 Film: Hockney. (2014) Premiere. 
Documentary exploring the career 
of acclaimed artist David Hockney. 
The film uses previously unseen 
home movies and photographs 
taken from his personal archive to 
create a visual diary of Hockney’s 
life, and examines his upbringing 
in working-class Bradford, his 
relocation to America, the 
influences on his work and his 
desire to escape categorisation. 
10.45Film: Enigma. (2001) Agifted 
mathematician employed to crack 
Germany’s latest cipher fears a 
female colleague he has fallen for 
is a spy. Second World War 
drama, with Dougray Scott. 

12.40 Film: Puppet on a Chain. (1971) 

2.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk and 
the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.35 Tipping 
Point. (R) 2.35 Doc Martin. (R) 3.35 
Secrets from the Sky. (R) 4.05 Off Their 
Rockers. (R) 4.35 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 
Weddings. Comedian Harry Hill 
narrates a countdown of 100 
wedding-themed camcorder 
calamities and viewer-submitted 
mobile-phone clips. (R) 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo go 
head to head in this week’s high- 
stakes round of Ant v Dec 
overseen by Ashley Roberts, Little 
Ant and Dec cause more mayhem 
and there’s a spectacular End of 
the Show Show with tango 
masters Vincent Simone and 
Flavia Cacace. The Supercomputer 
hits the road again, and another 
member of the studio audience 
plays to win the contents of a 
commercial break. 

8.20 You’re Back in the Room. New 

series. Game show in which five 
strangers are hypnotised by Keith 
Barry and must tackle apparently 
simple challenges as a team, 
hoping to win £25,000. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. A 

Madonna special in which the 
Queen of Pop talks about her 
infamous fall on stage at last 
month’s Brit Awards, and 
performs two tracks from her new 
album Rebel Heart. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.40 Film: Mercury Rising. (1998) An 
FBI agent shields an autistic child 
from government assassins after 
the boy cracks a supposedly 
unbreakable top-secret code. 
Thriller, starring Bruce Willis. 

12.40 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.30 The Grid. 7.00 Cycling: Revolution 
Series. 8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.00 Rude(ish) Tube. 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Uttoxeter, 
Kempton Park and Lingfield Park. 4.15 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.45 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.15 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 5.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 The Simpsons. When Miss 
Hoover asks her students to 
research their family history, Lisa 
is distressed to discover that most 
of her forebears seem to have 
been crooks and deadbeats. (R) 
6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.05 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke revisits Nik Huddy and 
Vanessa Ford Robbins, who set 
out to transform a Victorian gate 
lodge in Surrey, but found they 
needed an extension to live there 
comfortably. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

The mystery of red rain falling in 
Sri Lanka and India, how unusual 
weather is making Florida the 
sinkhole capital of the world, and 
strange lights in the sky that are 
baffling locals in a remote 
Norwegian town. Plus, ready¬ 
made snowballs in Alaska, giant 
spiderwebs covering trees in 
Pakistan, shard of ice sprouting 
from the ground in someone’s 
back garden, and an underwater 
cloud in Mexico. 

9.00 Film: Bridesmaids. (2011) A 
disorganised woman is asked to 
be maid of honour at her best 
friend’s wedding. Taking charge of 
the prenuptial bridal celebrations, 
she resolves to give her pal and 
accompanying bridesmaids the 
time of their lives, but as her 
efforts slide into chaos she finds 
the wife of the groom’s boss is 
keen to usurp her position. 
Comedy, with Kristen Wiig. 

11.30 Film: True Lies. (1994) A 
computer salesman’s wife is 
unaware her boring husband leads 
a double life as a secret agent. 
James Cameron’s action comedy, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

2.00 The Million Pound Drop. (R) 2.55 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.05 Kirstie’s Vintage 
Gems. (R) 5.20 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.25 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 11.00 Film: Open Season 
2. (2008) 12.30 Film: Hitch. (2005) 
Romantic comedy, starring Will Smith 
and Eva Mendes. 2.45 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 3.45 Benefits 
Britain: Life on the Dole. (R) 4.40 GPs: 
Behind Closed Doors. (R) 5.40 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Repossession experts Mike 
Allonby and Terry Jones roam the 
streets, looking for cars belonging 
to people with outstanding unpaid 
loans. (R) 

7.20 Police Interceptors. Hayley rushes 
to help two badly injured 
motorcyclists, while Ross and John 
haul in a drink-driver who has left a 
trail of destruction in his wake. 
Duncan has to escort a 176-wheel 
monster truck through Workington, 
Steve deals with a boy racer, Tom 
goes undercover on the trail of 
some suspected bike thieves, and 
Duggie plays gooseberry on a 
couple’s first date. (R) 

8.15 5 News Weekend. 

8.20 NCIS. A navy recruitment officer is 
murdered at a high school and the 
agents discover he had recently 
begun a relationship with a 
married teacher whose wife held a 
grudge against him. They also find 
out a student’s father was 
vehemently opposed to his joining 
the military, and receive help from 
an unexpected quarter-Ducky’s 
esteemed predecessor, Dr 
Magnus. (R) 

9.15 NCIS. An ex-serviceman is beaten 
to death in his own back garden, 
and the agents are forced to 
considerthe possibility his wife - 
a marine and martial arts expert - 
is the killer. (R) 

10.10CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

The investigation of a man 
stabbed to death in an alley leads 
the team into a fetish scene in 
which people dress up as dolls in 
custom-made rubber suits. 

11.05 Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. The death of a marine who 
became pregnant by a rapist 
brings the unit into conflict with 
the Pentagon, and the case brings 
back painful memories of 
Benson’s own sexual assault. (R) 
12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Costa Del 
Casualty: Benidorm ER. (R) 4.00 The 
Boy They Call Fish: Extraordinary People. 
(R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV: May the 
Fourth Be with You 7.30 Top Gear 8.30 
Film: Real Steel (2011)10.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 11.00 Family Guy 

12.55 Uncle 1.25 Bluestone 421.55 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 2.251 Survived a 
Zombie Apocalypse 3.25 Great Movie 
Mistakes IV: May the Fourth Be with You 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Elephants 8.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 9.00 Hostages 

10.55 The Joy of the Bee Gees 11.55 Bee 
Gees at the BBC and Beyond 12.55 Charlie 
Brooker’s Weekly Wipe Extra 1.25 Top of the 
Pops: 1980 2.00 The Secret Life of 
Elephants 3.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central 
America 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

11.15 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway 

12.40 Catchphrase 1.20 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 1.50 Film: Mr 
Bean’s Holiday (2007) 3.40 Mr Bean 4.45 
Film: The Smurfs (2011) 6.50 Film: Twins 
(1988) 9.00 Film: Rush Hour (1998) 11.00 
The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 11.25 Reality 
Bites 12.10 Ibiza Weekender 1.10 Crazy 
Beaches 1.35 Hell’s Kitchen 2.20 Fake 
Reaction 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 Jane Eyre 2.00 Film: Carry On 
Cruising (1962) 3.55 Wycliffe 5.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 
Foyle’s War 10.05 Inspector Morse 12.25 A 
Touch of Frost 2.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.45 Counting Cars 12.45 Film: All Quiet on 
the Western Front (1979) 3.40 Storage Wars: 
Texas 4.10 Storage Wars 5.10 Film: 

Superman IV: The Quest for Peace (1987) 

7.00 Live FIA Formula E Championship. The 
Miami ePrix. 9.30 Cricket World Cup 
Highlights 10.30 Film: Jaws 3 (1983) 12.30 
Film: South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut 

(1999) 2.10 Hogan’s Heroes 2.35 Movies Now 

2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 Marry Me12.00 New Girl 1.00 
Melissa & Joey 2.00 Baby Daddy 2.55 Film: 
Step Up (2006) 5.00 Troy 5.55 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
10.00 The Inbetweeners 12.10 Rude Tube 

1.15 Troy 2.15 The Inbetweeners 4.00 
Taking New York 4.55 Make It or Break It 
Film4 

11.00 Guadalcanal Diary (1943) 1.00 The 
Rocker (2008) 3.05 The First Wives Club 
(1996) 5.10 Star Trek: Insurrection (1998) 

7.15 Jumper (2008) 9.00 Chronicle (2012) 

10.40 Watchmen (2009) 1.50 Dark Star 
(1974) 3.35 Close 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 
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Friday 9am 
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Vacuums from £39 
Spinners f romi£ 99 j mmamee 

5pm • Saturday 9.30am - 5pm 



A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 
Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01384 413590 / 07981 398758 EF 
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INTERNATIONAL 

rgmsMEsm ' 

SPEND £50 OR MORE AND GET £10 CASH BACK 

or FREE BOTTLE OF WINE FOR A TABLE 

WITH MAIN DISHES WHEN 4 OR MORE PERSONS DINING IN 

Offers apply on Fridays & Saturdays till 11 pm p, 

You must produce this coupon to receive offer. 


DISH DASH OFFER FOR MOTHERS DAY EVENING 


BOTTLES OF BUDWEISER OR STRONGBOW £1 

Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, serving over 27 
years at the heart of Halesowen and Quinton 

The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 

Newly Refurbished 
FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 
Sunday- Thursday 
Dish Dash 4-Course Meal £7.95 
Bring your own wine & beer only 

★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 
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CHOICE 



Jeremy Piven 


Mr Self ridge 
(ITV, 9pm) 

Harry is thrown when Nancy 
suddenly announces they 
should keep their relationship 
professional, at least until 
the Selfridge Estate is finished. 
A grieving Mr Grove is keen to 
carry on as normal, but 
continues to shun Miss 
Mardle, while Grace and 
Gordon have an embarrassing 
encounter with Mr Crabb. Victor 
and Elsa come up with a new 
idea for Colleano’s, Violette 
catches the eye of a visiting 
French count, and a huge 
‘Britain at Play’ promotion is 
launched in the store to keep 
the shareholders happy. Drama 
based on the life of Harry 
Gordon Selfridge, starring 
Jeremy Piven, Zoe Wanamaker, 
Amanda Abbington, Tom 
Goodman-Hill, KaraTointon 
and Amy Beth Hayes. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Formula 1 - 
Australian Grand Prix Highlights. 2.40 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Italy v 
France (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.00 Songs of 
Praise. 5.30 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 5.55 The Big Painting 
Challenge. 

6.50 Countryfile. The show comes 
from Northern Ireland, where Matt 
Baker finds out about the hares 
that have made their home at 
Belfast International Airport and 
helps out at RSPB reserve 
Portmore Lough, the first in the 
country to offer a year-long 
residential volunteer programme. 
7.45 The Voice UK. The knockout 
rounds come to an end and the 
line-up for the live shows is 
revealed as coaches Tom Jones 
and Ricky Wilson finally settle on 
the three acts they are each taking 
through to the quarter-finals. 
Presented by Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes. 

9.00 Poldark. Period drama set in late 
18th-century Cornwall, based on 
the novels by Winston Graham. 
The closure of the local tin mine 
leaves hundreds out of work and 
desperately poor, so Ross 
considers reopening his family 
mine with a view to bringing 
prosperity back to the area. He 
takes time out to accompany his 
cousin Verity to a ball, where she 
falls in love with Captain Blarney - 
a man who turns out to be hiding a 
dark secret - and Ross causes a 
stir by getting intimate with the 
now-married Elizabeth. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, featuring 
Manchester United vTottenham 
Hotspur, Chelsea v Southampton 
and Everton v Newcastle United. 

11.40 Comic Relief—The Best Bits. A 
selection of clips from Friday's 
entertainment extravaganza from 
London Palladium, where 
celebrities including Lenny Henry 
and John Bishop performed to 
raise money for disadvantaged 
people in the UK and Africa. (R) 

12.40 The Apprentice USA. 2.05 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.10 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.10 The Football League Show. (R) 

7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 Six Nations 
Rewind. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.30 A Taste of Britain. 12.00 A 
Taste of Britain. 12.30 Film: Merrill’s 
Marauders. (1962) Adventure, starring 
Jeff Chandler. 2.05 Some Mothers Do 
’Ave ’Em. (R) 2.35 Three Up, Two Down. 
(R) 3.05 Hi-de-Hi! (R) 3.35 Flog It! 4.35 
Galapagos - Islands of Change: Natural 
World. (R) 5.35 Supercars vs Used Cars: 
The Trade Off. (R) 

6.35 Pompidou. The penniless 
aristocrat realises a bowl he gave 
to a friend for Christmas is now 
worth £1 million, and he and Hove 
hatch a plan to try to reclaim it. 
Jane Asher guest stars. 

7.00 Comic Relief-The Best Bits. 
Highlights from Friday’s 
extravaganza to raise money for 
disadvantaged people in the UK 
and Africa, including a Little 
Britain special featuring David 
Walliams and Stephen Hawking. 
8.00 Top Gear. The presenters 

immerse themselves in the world 
of classic cars, Richard Hammond 
compares Subaru’s WRX STi with 
VW’sGolf R. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. Duncan Bannatyne 
bids farewell after more than 10 
years on the show, and fellow 
Dragons Kelly Hoppen and Piers 
Linney are also stepping down. 
Their final chance to invest in new 
ideas sees two young 
entrepreneurs pitching a bespoke 
suit-tailoring business, and a 
registered nurse trying to gain 
investment for her life-saving 
product. An eco-friendly skip on 
wheels causes confusion in the 
ranks, while edible insects give 
some of the panellists the creeps. 

10.05 Bluestone 42. New series. The 
members of the unit find 
themselves trapped in hostile 
territory, while Bird has to step up 
as leader. 

10.35 The Revolution Will Be 
Televised. Part two of two. The 
German embassy receives a visit 
from the London congestion 
charge collection team and James 
and Barnaby go on a fact-finding 
mission to the EU. 

11.05 Film: BurkeS Hare. (2010) 

Comedy horror, with Simon Pegg, 
Andy Serkis and Tom Wilkinson. 

12.30 Film: Lone Star. (1996) 2.40 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.35 Holby City. 
(R) 4.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 
7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. 8.50 
Scrambled!: Hulk and the Agents of 
Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.35 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 1.35 River Monsters. (R) 

2.40 Tipping Point. (R) 3.40 Film: 
Licence to Kill. (1989) James Bond spy 
thriller, starring Timothy Dalton. 

6.10 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.20 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Radio 2 presenter Ken Bruce, 
former England midfielder Paul 
Ince, EastEnders actress Laila 
Morse (Mo Harris) and boxer 
David Haye compete to win 
thousands of pounds for charity 
by taking on one of the show’s 
resident trivia experts in a test of 
their general knowledge. However, 
they must work as a team to build 
their prize pot and stay one step 
ahead of the Chaser. (R) 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. Mo embraces 
modern fashion, Tony reveals a 
saucy secret and Royston shares 
his strange inventions, as the 
irreverent hidden-camera show 
continues. 

8.00 All Star Family Fortunes. 

Sunderland defender Wes Brown 
and actress Jill Halfpenny team up 
with their families in an attempt to 
win a jackpot of £30,000 for 
charity. Vernon Kay hosts. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry is thrown 
when Nancy announces they 
should keep their relationship 
professional, Mr Grove continues 
to shun Miss Mardle, and Violette 
catches the eye of a French count. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Bear Grylls: Mission Survive. 
Arriving at a cave system, the 
contestants use their rope skills to 
navigate the tight spaces and 
waterfall descents in search of 
their dinner, a pig carcass that 
Bear has hidden. (R) 

11.15 LV= Cup Rugby Union. 

12.10 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. 6.40 How I 
Met Your Mother. 7.05 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year. (R) 

I. 30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 Film: Step Up 
4: Miami Heat. (2012) Premiere. Dance 
drama sequel, starring Kathryn 
McCormick. 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Home or 

Away. Property experts meet a 
couple of fitness fanatics who 
cannot decide between buying a 
property on southern Spain’s 
Costa Tropical or opting for a 
bigger house in the Cotswolds. 
7.00 Four Rooms. Dealers Gordon 
Watson, Celia Sawyer, Alex Proud 
and David Sonnenthal battle it out 
over a lock of Napoleon’s hair, 
recycled haute couture worn by 
burlesque star Dita Von Teese and 
an erotic silver chess set. 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. New 

series. Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales embark on a waterway 
adventure, starting in the romantic 
city of Oxford, where they began 
their courtship many years ago. 
They follow the gentle contours of 
the Oxford Canal through the 
Cherwell Valley, where they meet 
novelist Philip Pullman and are 
joined by their son, fellow actor 
Samuel West. 

9.00 Indian Summers. Cynthia is left 
reeling when Eugene makes a 
revelation about his family’s 
finances, while Sarah uses her 
knowledge of Alice’s secret past to 
blackmail her friend. 

10.00 Britain’s Racist Election. 

Recalling how a political campaign 
took a street to the brink of racial 
segregation in 1964, when 
maverick Conservative Peter 
Griffiths won the West Midlands 
seat of Smethwick. 

II. 05 Film: The Twilight Saga: Eclipse. 

(2010) Bella Swan’s supernatural 
love triangle threatens to ignite a 
conflict between vampires and 
werewolves. Romantic fantasy 
sequel, starring Kristen Stewart 
and Robert Pattinson. 

1.15 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
2.05 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 River 
Cottage Veg Heroes. (R) 4.55 Hugh’s 3 
Good Things: Best Bites. (R) 5.05 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 

7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 7.30 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.45 Mio Mao. (R) 7.50 
Little Princess. (R) 8.05 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 8.20 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 

8.25 Zack and Quack. 8.35 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.00 LazyTown. 9.30 Dora 
and Friends. 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Access. 10.45 The 
Dog Rescuers. (R) 11.15 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 12.15 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 1.15 Film: Lost in Space. (1 998) Sci- 
fi adventure, starring William Hurt and 
Gary Oldman. 3.50 Film: Surf’s Up. 
(2007) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Jeff Bridges. 5.25 Film: A Bug’s Life. 

(1998) Pixar animation, with the voices 
of Dave Foley and Kevin Spacey. 

7.10 5 News Weekend. 

7.15 Film: Lara Croft: Tomb Raider. 
(2001) The gun-toting treasure 
seeker is thrown into a furious 
battle with a mysterious secret 
society as she races against time 
to locate the missing pieces of a 
legendary artefact that grants the 
owner the ability to control time. 
Action adventure based on the 
video games, starring Angelina 
Jolie, Daniel Craig, Leslie Phillips, 
lain Glen, Chris Barrie and Jon 
Voight. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. 

9.00 Film: Killer Elite. (2011) Aformer 
secret agent comes out of 
retirement when his mentor is 
captured by an Arab leader. The 
hostage will be freed if the ex-spy 
kills three fellow operatives in 
punishment for murders they 
committed. However, a shadowy 
society of assassins intends to 
protect his targets and keep their 
past crimes a secret. Action 
thriller, with Jason Statham, Clive 
Owen and Robert De Niro. 

11.20 Film: Revolver. (2005) A gambler 
is helped by two enigmatic loan 
sharks to exact revenge on his 
deranged former boss for landing 
him in jail. Guy Ritchie’s crime 
drama, with Jason Statham and 
Ray Liotta. 

1.35 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Filming My Father: In Life 
and Death. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 

4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 7.25 Film: Race 
to Witch Mountain (2009) 9.00 Live at the 
Apollo 10.00 1 Survived a Zombie Apocalypse 
11.00 Family Guy 11.45 Bluestone 42 12.15 
American Dad! 12.35 1 Survived a Zombie 
Apocalypse 1.35 Live at the Apollo 2.05 Stop 
Cutting Our Girls: A Comic Relief Special 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 London to Brighton 
in Four Minutes: Side By Side 7.45 Secret 
Knowledge: Bolsover Castle with Lucy 
Worsley 8.15 The Polio Story: The Vaccine 
That Changed the World 9.00 Nina Conti 
Clowning Around 10.00 Film: Untouchable 

O 11.45 The Irish Rock Story: A Tale of 
ties 12.45 Darcey Bussell’s Looking for 
Audrey 1.45 Narnia’s Lost Poet: The Secret 
Lives and Loves of CS Lewis 
ITV2 

12.05 Take Me Out 1.10 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 1.40 Scorpion 2.30 
Film: Freaky Friday (2003) 4.35 Catchphrase 
Mother’s Day Special 5.35 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 6.55 Film: Legally 
Blonde 2: Red, White and Blonde (2003) 9.00 
Ibiza Weekender 10.00 The Keith Lemon 
Sketch Show 10.30 Film: Romyand 
Michele’s High School Reunion (1997) 12.20 
Mom 1.15 Crazy Beaches 1.40 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 
ITV3 

11.10 A Touch of Frost 1.20 Wycliffe 2.35 
Bertie and Elizabeth 4.40 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.40 Inspector Morse 9.00 Sunday 
Night at the Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.30 City Lights 11.30 Film: The 
Elephant Man (1980) 1.55 Perspectives: 

David Walliams: The Genius of Dahl 2.45 
Judge Judy 3.25 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.40 Hogan’s Heroes 1.45 Pawn Stars 3.35 
Storage Wars: Texas 4.05 Storage Wars 5.00 
The Big Fish Off 6.05 Film: Superman IV: The 
Quest for Peace (1987) 8.00 LV= Cup Rugby 
Union 9.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special 
10.00 Cricket World Cup Highlights 11.00 
Film: Runaway Train (1985) 

E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 The 100 2.30 How I Met 
Your Mother 3.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: Star Trek 
(2009) 9.00 Troy 10.00 Rude Tube 11.05 The 
Big Bang Theory 11.35 Tattoos After Dark 

12.35 How I Met Your Mother 1.35 Rules of 
Engagement 2.25 The Mindy Project 
Film4 

11.00 Winchester ’73 (1950) 1.00 New in 
Town (2009) 2.50 Time Bandits (1981) 5.10 
Five Children and It (2004) 7.00 The Phantom 
(1996) 9.00 Battleship (2012) 11.35 1 Think I 
Love My Wife (2007) 1.25 Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter-and Spring (2003) 


INTERESTED IN 
A IN... 


Food Service 

Professional Cookery (Chef) 
Bakery & Confectionery 
Food Science & Nutrition 
Hospitality 
Travel & Tourism 
Aviation Operations 


Sports Coaching & Fitness 
Childcare & Education 
Early Years Education & Care 
Health & Social Care 
Hairdressing/Barbering 
Beauty Therapy 
Theatrical Make-up 



UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE 

BIRMINGHAM 

OPEN DAY 

Monday 16th March 
4-7pm 


Register at ucb.ac.uk/FEopendays 

For further information tel: 0121 232 4299 

Previously known as the Birmingham College of Food, Tourism and Creative Studies 




University 

U 


T* 


College Birmingham 
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24 FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Outbreak, Channel 5,10.50pm 

An expert in infectious diseases races against time to 
find a cure for a rapidly fatal airborne virus which is 
wiping out the population of a small town, and is 
threatening to turn into a pandemic. However, his task is 
hampered by senior military men, who are bent on 
burning down the town and incinerating the virus with it, 
regardless of any casualties. Thriller, with Dustin 
Hoffman, Rene Russo, Morgan Freeman, Kevin Spacey 
and Donald Sutherland. (1995) 

TUESDAY 

Carry On Up the Jungle, ITV, 11.40pm 

A Victorian explorer recalls how he was recruited by an 
aristocrat to find her missing son in the African jungle. 
Teaming up with a fearless hunter, he hoped to find a 
rare bird on his journey - but instead fell into the 
clutches of an all-female tribe. Comedy, starring Sid 
James, Frankie Howerd, Joan Sims, Kenneth Connor, 
Charles Hawtrey and Terry Scott. (1970) 



Outbreak, Monday, Channel 5,10.50pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Hollywood Homicide, BBC1,11.15pm 

Two cops are put to the test by the baffling case of a 
rapper murdered on stage, but they are more 
concerned with escaping the daily grind of catching 
crooks than the machinations of the music industry. 
While one moonlights unsuccessfully as an estate 
agent, the other sees this high-profile case as a chance 
to fulfil his dream of becoming an actor. Action comedy, 
starring Harrison Ford and Josh Hartnett. (2003) 

THURSDAY 

Escape from Polygamy, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A widowed mother joins a religious cult and goes to live 
in their remote compound, where her teenage daughter 
falls in love with the son of the group’s leader. When the 
preacher demands that the girl marry him, the two 
youngsters plan to escape together. Drama, starring 
Haley Lu Richardson and Mary McCormack. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Passchendaele, BBC2,11.35pm 

A Canadian soldier is injured in battle during the First 
World War, and falls for a nurse in the hospital. 

Declared unfit for duty due to ill health, he is reassigned 
to a recruitment station - but he tricks his way back to 
the front line to protect the brother of the woman he 
loves. Drama, starring Paul Gross. (2008) 


Looking back at 30 
years of a TV classic 


N 


o Australian soap has been as 
indelible as Neighbours on 
British culture. 

From those early lunchtime 
screenings on BBC1, the saga of 
Ramsay Street folk has touched a 
chord with millions. 

It helped make recording stars of 
Kylie Minogue and Jason Donovan; 
was a training ground for Hollywood 
talent such as Russell Crowe, Guy 
Pearce, Margot Robbie and Alan Dale, 
while characters such as Karl and 
Susan Kennedy have become 
household names. 

In Neighbours 30th: The Stars 
Reunite (Wednesday, Channel 5, 
10pm), Kylie, Guy, Margot, Jason and 
Delta Goodrem reflect on their time in 
the show. 

Stefan Dennis (Paul Robinson) and 
Tim Phillipps (Daniel Robinson) 
introduce proceedings, and welcome 
Ian Smith and Anne Charleston 
(Harold and Madge Bishop), Mark 
Little (Joe Mangel) and Craig 
McLachlan (Henry Ramsay). 

Paul Robinson, arguably the 
greatest soap villain since JR, has 
been a dream role for Stefan Dennis. 


“He’s a great part,” enthuses the 
seasoned thespian. “People say to 
me, ‘What’s your favourite storyline 
that you’ve ever done on Neighbours?’ 
That’s one of the hardest questions for 
me, partly because of the amount of 
years I’ve been on the show, and 
because my character and my 
storylines are so diversified, I can 
never answer that question.” 

Stefan appeared in that first episode 
30 years ago, had a dozen years off, 
and then returned to Ramsay Street. A 
decade later he’s still going strong. 

“I came back for two weeks as a 
guest star. It was, as they say, ‘an offer 
too good to refuse! It is funny because 
I’ll mention (on set), ‘That storyline I 
did a couple of years ago’, and one of 
the cast members will say, ‘That was 
six years ago!” 

Stefan might be happy to talk about 
the show which made his name, but 
Jason Donovan is more reluctant to 
reflect on the era when Scott and 
Charlene’s wedding won the hearts of 
millions. 

‘There’s a whole bunch of fans that 
have an emotional connection with 
that. It’s a long time ago. I certainly 


understand how there’s a big affection 
for it...” 

Alan Fletcher is far happier chatting 
about his roles in the beloved soap. 
That’s right, he’s played someone 
other than ace doctor Karl Kennedy. 

“It was the late Eighties and I played 
a character called Greg Cooper, who 
was a mechanic. I played him for three 
weeks,” he recalls. 

‘They asked me to come back and 
do a year on Neighbours, but I 
declined because I was busy working 
in the theatre. Mercifully they didn’t 
forget about me and I went back to 
work for them seven years later.” 

Alan returned to the show as Karl in 
1994, but didn’t have a clue that the 
role would dominate his life. 

“I had no concept of the show 
lasting that long,” he remarks. 

‘Also, as a working actor, you 
never really like to think about how 
long a cult’s going to go. I signed a 
one-year contract and I thought, ‘ 

A year on Neighbours. That’ll be 
really cool! Then they extended it by 
another year. I thought, ‘Great. 

Another year. Terrific! And then I 
blinked,” he laughs. 



Neighbours 30th: The Stars Reunite, Wednesday, Channel 5,10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Britain’s Benefit Tenants 
Channel 4,9pm 

Due to falling numbers of council housing tenants, 
more and more people are renting privately, and 
many do so via housing benefit. Private landlords 
often use specialist letting agencies who are 
skilled in making the most from this particular 
marketplace, one of whom is the focus of this 
documentary. It follows agent Andrew Dyke, from 
Goldthorpe in South Yorkshire, who manages 
almost 1,000 clients, and who has achieved 
success due to his personal, hands-on approach. 
This week, that method even extends to him 
kicking in the door of one of his buildings, which 
has been hastily abandoned by the tenant. After 
gaining entry, he’s surprised to find what looks 
like a cannabis factory. No wonder the occupant 
left in a hurry... 

TUESDAY 
Ordinary Lies 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Ensemble drama following the 
workers at a car showroom, revealing what 
happens when moments of desperation lead 
some of them into telling big lies - spur-of-the- 
moment deceptions that quickly spiral out of 
control. The first episode focuses on salesman 


Marty, played by Jason Manford, who is on his 
final warning for being late - so when he sleeps 
through his alarm after a heavy night of drinking, 
he panics and comes up with a drastic excuse. 
His colleagues are all sympathetic - but now he 
has to live with the lie that his wife is dead. Max 
Beesley, Jo Joyner, Mackenzie Crook and 
Michelle Keegan co-star. 

Life After Suicide 
BBC1,10.45pm 

The leading cause of death in men below 
50 is suicide, yet people still seem reluctant to 
talk about it. Birkenhead woman Angela 
Samata, whose partner Mark took his own 
life 11 years ago, meets others who 
have suffered a similar loss, asking 
why some people choose to take 
their own lives and whether those 
left behind can ever come to 
terms with their bereavement. 

Those she meets include 
Downton Abbey actor David 
Robb, talking about the death of 
his actress wife Briony 
McRoberts in 2013, and a 
Norfolk woman who is living 
with the suicides of both her 
husband and son. 

Hi 


WEDNESDAY 
Stargazing Live 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Professor Brian Cox and Dara O Briain 
return to Jodrell Bank Observatory as they look 
ahead to Friday’s total solar eclipse - one of 
biggest astronomical events of the decade. They 
are also joined by Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin, while Brian makes his own attempt 
to land a lunar module at Nasa and Dara 
P finds out what happened to the rocks 
* brought back from the moon. Dr Lucie 
’ Green gives advice on how to get the 
most from moon-gazing and Dallas 
Campbell gets to grips with 
robots that could 
revolutionise space 
exploration. 


THURSDAY 
The Truth About 
Sugar 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. In the first 
of four documentaries 
focusing on health 
matters, Fiona 
Phillips 



investigates what sugar does to the body, finds out 
why some people have more of a sweet tooth than 
others and how sugar is added to many 
supermarket favourites believed to be purely 
savoury. She is also joined by four volunteers 
whose sugar-heavy diets could be putting their 
health at risk. Together they come up with ways to 
beat their sweet cravings and reduce their intake - 
but will it make a noticeable difference? 

FRIDAY 

Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Channel 4,10pm 

The chat show these days is less about great 
quotes and more about those jaw-dropping 
moments that go viral. While Graham Norton may 
be the king of the genre, with James McAvoy and 
Mark Ruffalo on unicycles and that Will Smith 
dance routine (31 million hits and rising), Alan Carr 
has given him a run for his money. The Tom 
Hiddleston dance scene from a couple of years 
ago is well worth tracking down if you haven’t 
already. Now the NTA-winning host is back for a 
new run with The Voice coaches Rita Ora, 

Will.i.am, Ricky Wilson and Tom Jones; Hollywood 
heartthrob Antonio Banderas; EastEnders’ Danny 
Dyer, and providing the music is X Factor runner-up 
Ella Henderson. She’ll be performing her new 
single, Mirror Man. 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


THERE’S ONLY ONE REAL WAY 
TO STAY WARM THIS WINTER 


^Worcester Accredited Installer Diamond Installer 




NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service 

• All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets 

• Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs 

• Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

plus mm 


LANDLORDS 
PLATINUM PLAN 
5 Service Plans for 
you to choose from 

•Bronze 'Silver 'Gold 
•Platinum 'Custom 


WHY CHOOSE US? 




ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 


Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, 
Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions .co.uk 


Welcome to Gastek Solutions Ltd, 
your friendly family run 
Central Heating and 
Plumbing business 
LOCAL to you! 
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Have You Worked In 
Any Noisy Environment 
After 1963? 

If so, this may have affected your 
hearing and you could be entitled 

to £1000’s in COMPENSATION! 


It does not matter if the company you worked for no 
longer exists, you could still make a claim. 

✓ Specialist In Industrial Deafness Claims 

* Quick and Simple Process 

* No Charge 

* Maximum Compensation 
You are particularly at risk if you have i 
worked in any of these industries: 

•Steelworks • Foundry• Engineering • Chemical Plants - Sheet Metal 
•Copper - Production - Fabrication - Paper -Manufacturing -Mills 

* Heavy Plants • Factories • Power Stations • Shipyards • Construction 

* Railway • National Coal Board (Neb) • Food • Rubber • Pipe Layers 
•Ground Works... and many other noisy jobs. 

We are inviting you to attend our clinic for a 

FREE INDUSTRIAL HEARING TEST 

which is taking place on: 



Date: Saturday 28th March 2015 
Venue: Village Hotel, Castlegate Park, 
Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4TB 
Time: 9am until 4pm 


To Book an appointment call now on: 

Freephone: 0800 65 25 786 

Axium Marketing Ltd, Office 420, Glenfield Business Park, 
Philips Road, Blackburn, BB1 5PF 





i’LL’S 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

Highlights from . £30 

Foils from . £30 s 

Cut and Blow Dry from.... £15 r 
Perms from . £30 

- All areas covered 07717753538 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.316 


Double Crossword 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Instruct the others 
all round in self- 
control (9) 

8. The bearing of one 
who succeeds, we 
hear (3) 

9. This could surely 
be used for a spell 
( 11 ) 

11. Performer disturbed 
by air-test (7) 

12. Dispatches mail for 
appointments (5) 

13. It’s used for paint¬ 
ing the sails of a 
ship (6) 

15. To promote, choose 
one before others 
( 6 ) 

17. Nautical cry com¬ 
ing from a street 
around Virginia (5) 

18. This may show high 
temperature when 
sluices are affected 
(7) 

20. Coach charges 
(7,4) 

22. Sounds like the 
second person to 
provide farm stock 
(3) 

23. African trumpeters? 

(9) 


Down 

2. Someone’s age 
revealed inside (3) 

3. Makes a call for 
some jewellery (5) 

4. More than one 
reflection is written 
about poor game (6) 

5. The excursionist is 
a dancer(7) 

6. When they run out 
the eggs should be 
cooked! (5,2,4) 

7. Rates revised about 
certain valuable 
items (9) 

10. A shrub bed with a 
single flower (11) 

11. Gabriel located in 
northern Russia (9) 

14. The position of the 
rider making a pace 
(7) 

16. Scoring implement 
needed for the clerk 
( 6 ) 

19. Part of a meal 
unchanged (5) 

21. What to do with sev¬ 
enty-five per cent of 
the flesh! (3) 



Sudoku 


25 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


7. Overcome (9) 

2. Deserter (3) 

8. Tenanted (3) 

3. Shy (5) 

9. Tempest warning (5-6) 

4. Bird-house (6) 

11. Constructor (7) 

5. Elevate (7) 

12. Pour fat over (5) 

6. Conjurer (11) 

13. Folly (6) 

7. Assertion (9) 

15. Tranquillity (6) 

10. Inventiveness (11) 

17. Rogue (5) 

11. Liveliness (9) 

18. Lover of country (7) 

14. Maker (7) 

20. Cutoff (11) 

16. Athletics (6) 

22. Plant (3) 

19. Topic (5) 

23. Esteemed (9) 

21. Before (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Uneven; 8 Polish; 10 
Dilates; 11 Towel; 12 Owns; 13 Bared; 17 Utter; 
18 Stye; 22 Drawl; 23 Ageless; 24 Packet; 25 
Sphere. Down: 1 Outdoor; 2 Healing; 3 Testy; 

4 Sorties; 5 Views; 6 Shale; 9 Estate car; 14 
Atelier; 15 Steeped; 16 Leashed; 19 Adopt; 20 
March; 21 Heaps. QUICK - Across: 7 Exotic; 8 
Crease; 10 Replete; 11 Fling; 12 Site; 13 Peace; 
17 Trite; 18 Tear; 22 Rouse; 23 Various; 24 Fel¬ 
low; 25 Screen. Down: 1 Repress; 2 Compete; 3 
Sinew; 4 Preface; 5 Rapid; 6 Verge; 9 Defective; 
14 Freedom; 15 Devotee; 16 Present; 19 Gruff; 
20 Bully; 21 Price. 


Quiz 


Niner 


Who added the King’s to King’s Lynn? 
Which popular author was born James 
Alfred Wight? 

In which county is Stansted Airport? 
Which philosopher asserted ‘I think, 
therefore I am’? 

What relation are Clement and Lucian to 
Sigmund Freud? 

For which flower is heartsease another 
name? 


7. How is diamorphine better known? 

8. Who plays Harry Potter in the movie 
versions of JK Rowling’s books? 

9. For which fictional hero did Alexander 
Selkirk provide the model? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Paraffin; 2 Master of the Rolls; 3 
Sydney; 4 Parkinson’s disease; 5 Ku Klux 
Klan; 6 Oleander; 7 Buddhism; 8 Greece 
and Albania; 9 Aldous Huxley; 10 Berlin 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


549 gives a fish, 

7126 gives a second fish, 

883 gives a third fish. 


10. Which Italian team did Robbie Keane 

Philharmonic. 
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leave to ioin Leeds United? 

Niner: BROACHING 











humberstones 


homes 


0121 422 1188 

wvsw.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


MONCKTON ROAD, OLDBURY ■ PERRY HILL ROAD, OLDBURY 



EXTENDED semi-detached home with GARAGE & 
driveway. 21ft L-shaped lounge & separate dining room. 
Fitted kitchen & utility room with D/S WC. 3 bedrooms 
all with FITTED bedroom furniture & family bathroom 
on 1st floor. Extensive gardens to rear. GCH & majority 
UPVC DG. EPC rating: E Ref: D1577 

£179,950 Ref: D1577 



NO CHAIN - Well presented EXTENDED semi with 
PARKING to front - SITUATED CLOSE TO OLDBURY 
QUINTON BORDER & HAGLEY ROAD. Lounge & 22ft 
kitchen/diner/family room, 3 bedrooms on first floor, 
bathroom & loft room. Enclosed garden to rear. Majority 
UPVC double glazing & gas central heating - EPC rating 
E. Ref: D1521 

£174,950 Ref: D1521 


CORNWALL AVENUE, OLDBURY 



SUPERB terraced home with DRIVEWAY for up to 6 cars 
on the front!! REFITTED lift breakfast kitchen, utility 
area and 21ft lounge diner. 3 good sized bedrooms on 
1st floor & family bathroom with WHITE SUITE. UPVC 
double glazing & gas central heating fitted. Lawn rear 
garden with patio. EPC rating: D Ref: D1523 
£124,950 Ref: D1523 



SPACIOUS home with 2 DOUBLE bedrooms. Having 
2 reception rooms & REFITTED 13ft kitchen to rear. 
REFITTED bathroom & bedrooms on 1st floor. Lawn rear 
garden with open aspect. Gas central heating & UPVC 
DG fitted. EPC rating: E Ref: D1585 

£117,500 Ref: D1585 


MONMOUTH ROAD, SMETHWICK ■WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY 



EXTENDED & SPACIOUS home with DOUBLE GARAGE 
to rear & SOUTHERLY aspect. 29ft lounge diner & 18ft 
breakfast kitchen. UPVC CONSERVATORY & separate 
utility to rear. Benefits from d/s shower room WITH 
SAUNA!! 5 GOOD size bedrooms & LARGE family 
bathroom. Blockpaved driveway to front. GCH & UPVC 
DG. EPC rating: D Ref: D1580 

£299,950 Ref: D1580 



DETACHED home with SOUTHERLY rear garden 
overlooking GOLF COURSE. 16ft lounge leading to 12ft 
dining area with 10ft CONSERVATORY to rear. FITTED 
12ft10 kitchen with appliances. 3 bedrooms all over 12ft 
on 1st floor & family bathroom. BLOCKPAVED driveway 
to front leading to carport. Rear garden having 17ft 
outbuilding/games room/office. Gas central heating 
fitted. EPC rating: D Ref: D1562 

£260,000 Ref: D1562 



SPACIOUS & traditional end terraced home with 
some ORIGINAL FEATURES intact. GARAGE to side 
& DRIVEWAY giving off road parking. 15ft lounge to 
front with 12ft dining room & double doors to rear. 18ft 
breakfast kitchen leading to utility area & D/S WC. 3 
GENEROUS size bedrooms & REFITTED bathroom with 
white suite. Extensive garden & patio to rear. Gas 
central heating fitted. EPC rating: E Ref: D1545 
£229,950 Ref: D1545 


SHERWOOD ROAD, SMETHWICK 



SPACIOUS & EXTENDED home close to Bearwood High 
Street & parks. Reception room to front & OPEN PLAN 
kitchen diner to rear leading to lean-to utility room. 
REFITTED family bathroom & 3 bedrooms on first floor. 
Low maintenance gardens. Gas central heating & 
majority UPVC DG. EPC rating: Ref: D1568 
£180,000 Ref: D1568 


MILCOTE ROAD, SMETHWICK ■ WATERFALL LANE, CRADLEY HEATH PERRYHILL ROAD, OLDBURY 



EXTENDED terraced home with WESTERLY facing rear 
garden close to Bearwood High Street & Lightwoods 
Park. 26ft lounge diner & 14ft modern kitchen leading 
to downstairs bathroom. 3 bedrooms and a WC on first 
floor. Gas central heating & majority UPVC double 
glazing fitted. LOW MAINTENANCE gardens to front & 
rear. EPC rating: E Ref: D1567 

£144,950 Ref: D1567 



DETACHED cottage on CORNER PLOT with loads of 
potential. 2/3 bedrooms & bathroom on 1st floor. 3 
reception rooms on ground floor. FITTED 9ft kitchen 
with built in oven & hob. Extensive lawned gardens to 
rear. Development potential - subject to approval. EPC 
rating: F Ref: D1576 

£139,950 Ref: D1576 



REFURBISHED home with blockpaved DRIVEWAY 
to front & 21ft GARAGE to rear. REFITTED breakfast 
kitchen leading to UPVC conservatory. REFITTED d/s 
WC & 20ft lounge diner. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms with fitted 
wardrobes & REFITTED shower room. UPVC DG & gas 
central heating. Low maintenance rear garden. EPC 
rating: F Ref: D1581 

£134,950 Ref: D1581 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - EXTENDED semi-detached 
home IN NEED OF UPDATING & IMPROVEMENT. 27FT 
Lounge/diner, kitchen, breakfast room & sun lounge. 3 
bedrooms & bathroom Lawn gardens to rear. Part gas 
central heating (not working) & part double glazing. EPC 
rating: F Ref; D1541 

£134,950 Ref: D1541 


THIMBLEMILL RD, SMETHWICK ■ HURST ROAD, SMETHWICK ■ WARPLE ROAD, QUINTON ■ QUEENSRIDGE COURT, OLDBURY 



Mid terraced home CLOSE TO shops on Abbey Road & 
Bearwood High St. 2 reception rooms leading to 10ft 
kitchen. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms on 1st floor along with 
REFITTED bathroom with separate shower cubicle. Lawn 
read garden with private aspect. GCH & UPVC DG. EPC 
rating: E Ref: D1579 

£114,950 Ref: D1579 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - Terraced home with DRIVEWAY 
to front. 14ft lounge & 13ft kitchen diner. FULLY FITTED 
ground floor wet room & UPVC conservatory to rear. 3 
bedrooms & bathroom on 1st floor. Gas central heating 
& majority UPVC double glazing fitted. EPC rating: D 
Ref: D1528 

£110,000 Ref: D1528 



LARGE 2 bed semi-detached home NO UPWARD CHAIN - 
21ft 5 max lounge/diner & kitchen to rear, TWO DOUBLE 
BEDS, Shower room & separate WC. Garden to front & 
well proportined rear garden. Majority UPVC DOUBLE 
GLAZING & GAS CENTRAL HEATING. In need of some 
updating & improvement. EPC Rating D. Ref: D1584 
£99,950 Ref: D1584 



MODERN retirement flat with use of communal lounges 
& facilities. On the 2nd floor with LIFT access. 24ft open 
plan lounge/diner/kitchen. 2 bedrooms with shower 
room. UNDERFLOOR heating & UPVC double glazing 
fitted. Communal PARKING & gardens. Price for 35% 
shared ownership. EPC rating: B Ref: D1582 
£28,875 Ref: D1582 


Residential Sales & Lettings 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 12, 2015 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



ROWLEY REGIS, Powke Lane£895 pcm+Fees 

Modern style detached house on spacious corner plot within close proximity 
to local shops, schools and amenities. Featuring entrance hall, lounge, dining 
room, breakfast kitchen, utility and guest w.c, 4 generous bedrooms, family 
bathroom and en suite to master bedroom to the 1st floor. The property 
further benefits from having an integral garage, driveway, good gardens to 
front, side and^ear^ a^centralJieatin^and^ouble^lazin^EPC^^^^^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Fairbourne Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 
Perfect for a family and close to the M5. A large Mucklow Style 
detached home which is available now, close to local shops and 
bus routes. Featuring 2 double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes 
and 1 large single bedroom, 2 good size lounges, large 
kitchen, downstairs wc, shower room, gas central heating, 
new window^iug^ai^ar^et^rivewa^n^arag^PC^ 


Hi 


HALESOWEN, Beecher Street£675 pcm+Fees 

A deceptively large unfurnished bungalow which has just been 
refurbished. Ideal for buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge and 
Birmingham and in the catchment area for Colley Lane Primary 
School. Featuring a large lounge, modern fitted kitchen, new 
bathroom with shower. Benefits include central heating, 
doubj^lazin^nvewa^arldn^vailabl^iov^PC^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Sunbury Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet cul-de-sac and in the catchment area for 
Windsor High School. Featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 large lounge, 
dining area, modern kitchen, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, low maintenance rear garden, driveway parking. 


HALESOWEN, Downing Street£650 pcm+Fees 

Most delightfully improved semi detached home in popular 
location, with gas radiator heating and double glazing, internal 
inspection essential. Comprising: Porch, hall, large lounge, 
modern fitted kitchen,utility, 3 good bedrooms with further 
loft room, super re-fitted bathroom, large pleasant gardens. 
EPC: E 


LYE, Chapel Street £595 pcm+Fees 

A 3 bedroom unfurnished or part furnished to suit detached property which 
has been totally renovated to a very high specification and must be viewed to 
be fully appreciated. This lovely home has entrance hall, 2 reception rooms, 
breakfast kitchen with all brand new appliances, large downstairs bathroom 
with shower, extra separate w.c., 3 double bedrooms, gas central heating, 
maintenanc^rg^aj^en^rn^a^aHdn^^vailabl^mmediatel^^PC^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Meadow Walk£550 pcm+Fees 

Modern semi detached house within a popular residential 
area featuring gas central heating, spacious living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs house bathroom, 3 good 
size bedrooms, large rear garden, driveway parking for 2 cars. 
Avai labl^mmediatel^PC: 


HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£535 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished mid terraced house, within walking distance 
to Blackheath Town Centre and not far from Rowley Regis 
train station, briefly comprising of: 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs shower room, 2 double bedrooms. 
Benefits include rear aarden. off road Darkino. EPC: D 


DUDLEY, Lantern Road £525 pcm+Fees 

A beautifully presented mid terraced home close to local 
amenities. Featuring 2 bedrooms, modern fitter kitchen, 
spacious lounge, double glazing, gas central heating, rear 
aarden and Datio area, allocated Darkino. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished semi detached house within walking 
distance of Newfield Park Primary, Windsor High School and 
Halesowen College. This property features 2 reception rooms, 
2 double bedrooms both with fitted wardrobes, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs shower room, fitted kitchen, 
gas centranTeatin^oubl^lazin^P£^^^^^^^^^ 


KIDDERMINSTER, Keats Place£485 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom ground floor flat, having 
accommodation including; hall, lounge, refitted kitchen with 
appliances, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, gas central heating,double 
glazing and cul de sac location. Virgin Broadband connection 
js ayaNabl^wr^ntranc^^h^rogert^PC^^ 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £480 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern 2nd floor apartment, briefly comprising of: 
2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with 
shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommended. EPC: C 



ROWLEY REGIS, Hanover Road£450 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern ground floor apartment offering open 
plan living. Featuring a fitted kitchen with breakfast bar and 
appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom and shower with fitted 
vanity units, patio doors leading from the lounge to the communal 
rear gardens. Allocated parking to rear, electric heating and 
double alazin^MOflTHSDEPOS^EQUIRE^PC^ M 


HALESOWEN, Belgrave Road£450 pcm+Fees 

A large ground floor modern apartment within walking 
distance to Blackheath Town Centre and local buses. 
Featuring a spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 1 
double bedroom, newly fitted bathroom suite with shower. 
Gas central heating, small rear garden with private entrance. 
Available Now. EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£450 pcm+Fees 

Situated within a few minutes walk of Halesowen Town Centre 
and local bus station for buses into Birmingham City Centre. 
This well presented 1 st floor apartment, comprising of 1 double 
bedroom with built in wardrobes, fitted kitchen with integrated 
appliances, house bathroom with shower, cosy lounge, double 
glazing. qa^enhaHieatin^n^^llocate^aildn^ac^PC^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, The Link £425 pcm+Fees 

Located close to the M5 J2 is this quiet and spacious 
unfurnished ground floor apartment, briefly comprising of: 
electric storage heating, open plan living room/fitted kitchen 
with white goods, 1 double bedroom with built in wardrobe, 
house ba throonniviti^howei^arkin^gacy^ai^PC^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Great Western Drive£385 pcm+Fees 
A very well presented 1st floor apartment in a well sought 
after location. Ideal for Old Hill Train Station, local shops and 
bus links. The apartment features a great size lounge with 
a 2 seater sofa, coffee table and bookcase, modern kitchen, 
bathroom with shower, allocated parking for 1 car, communal 
gardens to the rear. EPC: TBC 


LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 


PROPERTY 


Extended town house for 
offers around £119,950 



THIS refurbished two-bed 
town house in Brook Street, 
Gornal, has been extended. 

It is for sale through Bakers 
Property at £119,950. 

With double glazing and central 
heating and a courtyard-style rear gar¬ 
den and parking, it has a lounge with 
doors to the courtyard garden and an 
inglenook open chimney, under-stairs 
storage and stairs off, a dining room 
with gas fire, a kitchen with an inte¬ 
grated hob, oven and overhead extrac¬ 
tor hood, a utility, two bedrooms and 
a bathroom. 

For details call 01384 252527 or 
visit the www.bakersproperty.co.uk 
website. 








Four-bedroom detached 
is in a popular area 



THIS extended four-bed- 
roomed detached house in 
Dog Kennel Lane, Oldbury, 
has a good sized garden and 
is in a popular area. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles & 
Co at £339,950. It has a reception hall 
with a staircase off, a WC, sitting room 
with a bay window, a lounge with a 
sliding door to conservatory, extended 
kitchen/dining room with modern 
units, a five ring gas hob with cooker 
hood above, an integrated dishwasher, 
double oven, central island and break¬ 
fast bar and dining area, a conserva¬ 
tory, utility/verandah. Bedroom one 
has en suite wardrobes, three further 
bedrooms feature fitted furniture, 
there is a bathroom with tiled floor¬ 
ing and a heated towel rail. There is a 
garage and rear garden. Contact Tom 
Giles & Co on 0121 5526171 or visit 
www.tomgilesandco.co.uk 
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Allan Morris 

estate agents Eleven regional offices 


COURT 


STONE NR. CHADDESLEY CORBETT 
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Show Cottage Grand Opening 

Saturday March 14th 10am - 2pm 



BBEBB 



THE GABLES, HARTLEBURY 

£569,950 


Wonderfully spacious historic Grade II Listed house in the sought 
after village of Hartlebury with more than 4,000 sq ft over three 
floors. Splendid Drawing Room 24’ x 15’, Dining Room, Study, 
Fabulous Open Plan Kitchen / Family Room, Six Bedrooms, Two 
Bathrooms, Basement Sauna, Double Garage. EPC: D. 



SHUT MILL BARN, ROMS LEY, NEAR HALESOWEN 

£479,950 



THE OLD GRAMMAR SCHOOL, HARTLEBURY 

£685,000 


Set within a Conservation Area and dating back to the 18th 
Century, with a wealth of period features. Generous driveway, 
gardens front and rear, detached double Garage with W.C., 
Workshop and Loft Room over with Shower Room. EPC: E 



Beautifully situated bam conversion in idyllic rural surroundings ideally placed for commuters (M5 j4 3 miles). Splendid Dining Hall 


with Open Gallery Landing, Lounge with Inglenook Fireplace, Study/Bedroom 4, Excellent 15ft x 13ft Breakfast Kitchen, Utility Room, 


Guest Cloakroom, Three Principal Bedrooms, Dressing Room & Shower Room to Master, Family Bathroom, Generous Parking & Double 


Garage. 



WARESLEY LODGE, HARTLEBURY 

£369,950 


Attractive individual 18th Century detached house, with 
basement flat providing letting potential. Sitting Room with 
Feature Fireplace, Spacious Dining Room, Fitted Kitchen with 
Appliances, Ground Floor Shower Room, Three Principal Double 
Bedrooms, Bathroom & En-suite Shower Room, Detached 
Garage & Parking, Desirable Position on Village Outskirts. 



7 THURSTON COURT, BEWDLEY 
£220,000 


A delightful and spacious three storey town house enjoying 
a courtyard location off Severn Side South. Reception Hall, 
Spacious Lounge, 20’9” Dining Kitchen with Integrated 
Appliances, Utility Room, Generous First Floor Landing leading to 
Two Bedrooms and House Bathroom, Second Floor to Principal 
Bedroom with Fitted Wardrobes and En-suite Shower Room, 2 
Allocated Parking Spaces, No Upwards Chain. 



Charming Grade II listed courtyard cottage in super location 
only 50 yards from the riverside. Spacious Breakfast Kitchen 
with Brick Feature Fireplace, First Floor Dual Aspect Lounge, 
Double Bedroom, Bathroom with White Suite, Occasional Second 
Bedroom in Attic Space, Garage in Courtyard. EPC: D. 



WOLVERLEY HOUSE, WOLVERLEY 
£220,000 


Delightful ground floor apartment with own private entrance door 
forming part of a splendid Grade II* listed Manor House enjoying 
a delightful location. Superb 18ft x 15ft Lounge, Split-level Dining 
Area, Open Plan Kitchen, Master Bedroom with En-suite Shower 
Room, Second Double Bedroom, Bathroom, Garage 



THE WILLOWS, STOURPORT ON SEVERN 

£255,000 


Fabulous riverside gardens at head of private cul-de-sac with this unique modern detached property. Lounge with Feature Fireplace, 
Wide Open Arch to Dining Room, Kitchen with Integral Hob, Oven & Hood, Study, Utility Room & W.C., Three First Floor Bedrooms, En- 
suite Dressing Room to Master, Detached Garage 18ft x 14ft, Fishing Rights on River Stour. EPC: C. 


Kidderminster 01562 747755 Bewdley 01299 400555 


Stourport 01299 825522 


allan-morris.co.uk 
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YOUR MOVE 


your-move.co.uk 


Genuinely helpful. 



• Detached Bungalow EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Shower Room W/c 

• Garage Drive Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Traditional Semi Detached EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Open Plan Kitchen-Diner 

• Three Bedrooms and Bathroom W/c 

• Gardens To The Front and Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Semi Detached Property Awaiting EPC 

• Open Plan Lounge Diner Kitchen Utility 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom Separate W/c 

• Integral Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Period Terrace Property EPC Rating E 

• Good Size Lounge Kitchen Dining Room 

• Four Bedrooms and Bathroom W/c 

• Must View To Appreciate Property 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating B 

• Thro Lounge Conservatory Kitchen W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Must View To Appreciate Property 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £149,950 

• Modern Detached EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Detached Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 

• Lounge Open Plan Kitchen-Diner 

• D stairs Bathroom W/c Three Bedrooms 

• Drive To Front Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


OLDBURY | £130,000 

• Large End Terrace EPC Rating D 

• Open Lounge/Diner Fitted Kitchen W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room W/c 

• Driveway Side Storage Area Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £130,000 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Conservatory Kitchen Utility Wc 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom Wc 

• Driveway To Front Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £120,000 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 

• Through Lounge Dining Room 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Benefiting From No Upward Chain 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


Rental income 
protection 


with 

no excess. 


Talk to Your Move 





Making lettings easy. 


Contact your local branch for details 
or visit www.your-move.co.uk/protect 


Subject to eligibility. Terms & conditions apply. You will receive 
a full policy document upon application. This policy will set 
out the terms, conditions and limitations of this product. 



WOODGATE VALLEY | 


• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating E 

• Lounge Kitchen-Dining Room 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Benefiting From No Upward Chain 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £550 

• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Re-furbished Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom 

• Viewing Recommended 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £69,950 

• Grd Floor Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen 2 Bedrooms Bathroom 

• Retirement Property Must Be Over 55 s 

• Benefits From Having No Upward Chain 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



ROWLEY REGIS I £475 

• Second Floor Apartment EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/C 

• Allocated Parking Area 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



BARTLEY GREEN I £65,000 

• First Floor Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• No Upward Chain 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 




ROWLEY REGIS I £425 

• Ground Floor Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Open Plan Lounge/Diner and Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• Allocated Parking Immediate Availability 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


We help a customer move into their new home 
every five minutes. Let us help you too. 


includes sales and lettings. 

13 facebook.com/yourmoveuk ^0 twitter.com/yourmove_uk 
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Celerio for no-nonsense 


Commercial feature 


Suzuki has had a tough time in 
the past few years and when 
pressed, its UK importers tend 
to hold up their hands and put 
the blame squarely on global 
exchange rates. 

Yes, those same exchange rates that 
saw Daihatsu pull out of the UK and Sub¬ 
aru discover that the relative strength of 
the yen versus the pound made its cars as 
expensive as some BMWs and Audis. We 
have every sympathy for Suzuki. 

Subaru were pretty much hosed for a 
while because all of its manufacturing base 
was in Japan, so it bore the full brunt of the 
fiscal fluctuations. Suzuki has boxed a bit 
cleverer and has leveraged its longstand¬ 



ing association with Maruti in India to bring 
us the Celerio citycar. Can it compete with 
some very sophisticated rivals in the UK? 
More to the point, does it even need to? 

The one-litre three-cylinder petrol en¬ 
gine develops a total of 66bhp at 6,000rpm 
and 89Nm of torque at 3,500rpm, so you’re 
going to need to give the throttle pedal a 
bit of treatment to get anywhere. 

There’s plenty of space in the cabin for 
five occupants. The boot is vast for a city 
car, with a capacity of 254-litres. 

The Celerio is tasked with pensioning off 
both the Splash and the Alto in the Suzuki 
range, which is quite a weight of responsi¬ 
bility to land on its narrow shoulders. Built 
in Thailand, it’s clearly targeting the value 
end of the city car market. 

Prices start at around £8,000 for the SZ3 
version, rising to around £9,000 for the 
plusher SZ4. 

Standard specification highlights for the 
Celerio SZ3 includes six airbags (Driver, 
passenger, side and curtain), ESP stability 
control, air conditioning, alloy wheels, DAB 
Radio, CD Tuner, USB, Bluetooth connec¬ 
tivity and remote central locking. The even 
higher equipped SZ4 model adds polished 
alloy wheels, rear electric windows, front 
fog lamps, body coloured door mirrors and 
chrome front grille. The Celerio is offered in 
six colours, of which five are optional me¬ 
tallic finish and one a standard solid colour. 

Also available is Suzuki’s Auto Gear Shift 
(AGS) transmission featuring an intelligent 
shift control actuator positioned at the top 
of the gearbox that operates the gearshift 
and clutch automatically. 

The one-litre triple engine makes some 
very respectable figures, eking 65.7 miles 
from a gallon of unleaded and emitting 
just 99g/km of carbon dioxide. Go for the 
AGS-equipped model and things get even 



Suzuki reckon on 
emissions of just 84g/ 
km, some of the lowest 
for such a conventional 
petrol-engined car 


better. Suzuki reckon on emissions of just 
84g/km, which is one of the very lowest fig¬ 
ures for a conventional petrol-engined car. 
If you were expecting something cheap 
and primitive when you saw that Maruti as¬ 
sociation, think again. 

The Suzuki Celerio is always going to be 
overshadowed by state of the art city slick¬ 
ers like the Volkswagen Up or the Renault 
Twingo, but it was never really designed to 
compete with the more high-end offerings 
of the city car sector. 

It’s easy to overlook the fact that after 
the Hyundai ilO and the Volkswagen Up, 


the biggest selling citycar in the UK in 2014 
was the Suzuki Alto. The Celerio looks set 
to do even better than the Alto, with its su¬ 
per-low emissions and clever transmission. 

If you want a car that is utterly no-non¬ 
sense, easy to use and which we’d bet will 
prove to be extremely reliable, the Celerio 
demonstrates that these qualities needn’t 
cost you the earth. 

The fact that it’s well-equipped and is 
incredibly cheap to run is just the icing on 
the cake. It might not seem an obvious hit 
on first acquaintance, but give this one 
time. We think it could be the sleeper hit 
of the year. 



Way of Life! 


$ 

SUZUKI 


ALL-NEW SUZUKI 

CELERIO. 

SPEC-TACULAR. 


Comfortably spacious, the compact Celerio has 
plenty inside to make you smile. For starters, 
there’s air-con and Bluetooth. Plus it’s easy to 
drive. And when you consider it’s now available 
from £149.09 per month* on Suzuki Personal 
Contact Purchase, what’s not to like? 


Contact Halesowen Motor House today. 


Representative example Celerio SZ4 5dr 


41 monthly 
payments of 

Customer 

Deposit 

Cash Price 

Duration of 
Agreement 

Final 

Payment 

Total Amount 
of Credit 

Total Amount 
Payable 

Purchase Fee 
(included) 

Credit Facility 
Fee (Included) 

Interest Rate 
(Fixed) 

Representative 

APR 

£149.09 

£1,400.00 

£8,999 

43 months 

£2,989.00 

£7,599.00 

£10,650.78 

£0.00 

£0.00 

8.5% 

8.9% 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen West Midlands B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Celerio range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 55.3-68.9 (5.3-4.1), Extra Urban 76.3-83.0 (3.7-3.4), 
Combined 65.7-78.4 (4.3-3.6), C0 2 emissions 99-84 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *This offer is available from 1st January 2015 to 31st March 2015 from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. This offer cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. This offer relates to Suzuki Personal Contract Purchase (PCP Finance Deal). All prices are correct at the time of going to print. Credit is available to persons aged 18 years or over, subject to status. Contract based 
on 6,000 miles per annum. For full details contact your local Suzuki Dealer. Suzuki Finance reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. This offer is available to customers within the UK (excludes Channel Islands 8i Isle of Man). Suzuki 
Financial Services Limited, part of Lloyds Banking Group: St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Suzuki Financial Services. Model shown: Celerio SZ4 (metallic paint available at £415). For 
full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 


13 Mazda2 1.5 TS2 Auto Silver 3k Only 3000 Miles £8,495 

13 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Bronze Only 3000 Miles £9,995 

61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver Only 4000 Miles £11,295 

60 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Red Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 6000 Miles £8,795 

61 Corsa 1.4 SE 3dr Auto Only 8000 Miles £7,795 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles £7,995 

61 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Silver Only 9000 Miles £7,995 

11 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red Only 10000 Miles £10,495 

63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles £12,995 

61 Micra 1.2 Acenta Silver Only 10000 Miles £6,295 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exclusive Red Only 11000 Miles £7,995 

61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dynamique Silver Only 11000 Miles £6,995 

61 Kia Soul 2 1.6 GDI Black Only 12000 Miles £8,795 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE Copa White Only 12000 Miles £10,795 

11 Mini One 1.6 Orange Only 12000 Miles £8,795 


Citroen 


Renault 

61 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto Blue 15k £5,995 

60 Kangoo 1.6 Wheel/Chair Access Auto Red 15k £8,995 

61 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto Ice Blue 24k £5,995 

57 Scenic 1.6 Dynamique Black 39k £3,495 

Vauxhall 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k £7,995 

13 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 18k £8,495 

11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 25k £6,295 

05 Corsa 1.2 Life Silver 31 k £2,995 

59 Astra 1.6 Design Grey 32k £5,995 

05 Astra 1.4 Club Silver 73k £3,795 

08 Astra 1.6 Twin Top Red £3,695 

Other 

57 Dodge Caliber 2.0 SX CVT Auto Red 73k £3,995 

60 Lotus Evora 4 3.5 V6 +2 Silver 30k £30,495 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


61 C3 1.4 VTR+ Blue 16k £6,995 

61 C4 G Picasso 1.6HDi VTR+ EGS Silver 21k £10,495 

10 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue 33k £7,795 

Ford 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 18k £9,495 

12 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Silver 18k £7,995 

60 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr Red 22k £7,495 

10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41 k £7,495 

56 Fusion 1.4 Zetec Semi Auto Blue 43k £3,995 

Nissan 

13 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Red 15k £8,995 

61 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 19k £9,795 

61 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 24k £10,995 

Peugeot 

10 Partner 1.4 Wh/Chair Access Silver 14k £5,995 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k £6,795 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access Vapour Grey 22k £8,995 

59 308 1.6 GT Coupe Cab Blue 25k £8,995 


Come And See One Of Our 
Sales Team On Our New Stand In 


Cornbow Shopping Center 
Halesowen 


, You Ca 
Drive Away 
From 


£150 Per Month 
Personal Contract Plan 

8.5% APR 

Representative 



0t ,<^V e „c„ 

v \W Alloy Wheels 

Cruise Control 
Rear Parking Sensors 

Only £100 Cash Deposit 

Representative Example, C4 G Picasso A061 JBX, Cash Price £9995 Cash Deposit £100, P/X £1422.73 
Total Deposit £1522.73. Balance £8472.27. Acceptance Fee £199, Option To Purchase Fee £199, 

48 Payments Of £150Followed By One Final Payment Of £3081.25. APR 8.5% Representative. 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 


Welcome to 
Oak Garage 
at Cornbow 
Halesowen 
and quality 
used vehicles 

Commercial feature 

When it comes to finding value and high 
quality used vehicles Oak Garage at Sterling 
Park, Merry Hill takes a lot of beating. What’s 
more, the team can provide all this, plus a 
customer service experience that will entice 
you back again when it’s time to replace your 
car. 

Established in 1971 Oak Garage has gained an 
enviable reputation for delivering quality and value. 
As an official Motability Partner, the dealership offers 
ex-Motability cars sourced straight from the organi¬ 
sation itself. 

These vehicles will have been properly maintained to 
manufacturer standard and regularly valeted throughout 
their lifetime. 

Any minor paint or body damage will have been removed 
and all will have main dealer stamps in the service book. A 
considerable number may also still be covered under the 
manufacturer’s warranty and most will carry extremely low 
mileages being no more than three years old. 

Showcases 

Whilst Oak Garage in Sterling Park, next to Merry Hill, 
displays its vehicles within a spacious new showroom, this 
friendly independent specialist dealership often showcases 
its vehicles at various popular retail centres in Halesowen, 
Dudley and across the surrounding area. 

Final preparations are now underway to display vehicles 
on a large stand within the Cornbow Centre in Halesowen 
so that shoppers can view Oak Garage’s ‘star cars’ when 
visiting the town’s largest retail complex. 

From today and for the next six months, Oak Garage will 
be presenting one of its cars on the stand situated between 
Druckers Vienna Patisserie and Asda at the bottom of the 
escalator. These vehicles will be regularly changed to give 
shoppers an ideal opportunity to see the sheer breadth and 
variety of cars available at the dealership. 

For much of the time the stand will be manned. A com¬ 
puter is being set up so that stand visitors can view all 50 
cars available at the Merry Hill dealership through a ‘virtual 
showroom.’ 


Requirements 

What’s more, because Oak Garage is one of the larger 
ex-Motability fleet car suppliers, the sales team have access 
to Motability’s entire ex-fleet database where over f,000 
cars can be seen online, any one of which can be quickly 
sourced and supplied, taking into account all your personal 
requirements. 

Oak Garage’s unique ‘All Inclusive Package’ also includes 
an HPI Vehicle History check and pre-delivery valet and ac¬ 
cess to low rate finance facilities from Close Motor Finance 
and MotoNovo, two of the best names in the business. 

Be sure to visit Oak Garage’s stand at The Cornbow Cen¬ 
tre, Halesowen from this Thursday as with more than f ,000 
superb ex-Motability vehicles available at any one time, they 
are bound to be able to find a car that exactly matches your 
needs and lifestyle at a price you can afford. 

To find out more call 01384 75097 or visit their excellent 
website by logging onto www.oakgarage.co.uk 

You can also visit Oak Garage’s new showroom at Units 
1-2 Sterling Park, Merry Hill, DY5 1TB. 
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Insignia 
- back to 
the front? 

By David Banner 


Welcome to Britain’s best selling traditional 
family car. Yes, you heard that right Vauxhall’s 
Insignia. Launched in 2008 as a more stylish 
replacement for the uninspiring Vectra, this 
model was instantly well received, carrying 
off the coveted 2009 Car of the Year title and 
racking up impressive sales at the same time 
as other mainstream brands were struggling. 

This improved model has had a thorough chassis 
update tested on proper bumpy British roads, with a 
redesigned rear suspension system to improve ride 
comfort and a steering calibration refreshment that’s 
brought a more direct feel through the corners. 

And both of those issues can be further improved if you 
tick the extra-cost box for the FlexRide adaptive damping 
system. 

You can’t fault the effort that’s gone into all of this - over 
60 percent of the chassis componentry is new - but it’s not 
enough to make this into a car you’d really describe as ‘re¬ 
warding’. 

What it does do is perfect what was there in the first place. 
For most of the people, most of the time, this, dynamically, is 
all the car they will ever need, quietly and effectively getting 
on with the job of getting you from A to B. 

Refinement 

The ‘quietly’ bit’s important. Almost all Insignia buyers 
want a diesel and though the original version of Vauxhall’s 
2.0 CDTi unit had many merits, refinement wasn’t one of 
them. In fact, it was one of the noisiest, rattliest diesels in 
its class. 

But isn’t now. Though at the launch of this revised version, 
an old 2.0 CDTi 130 unit was still being offered as a range 
price leader, most sales emphasis these days is put on the 
two entry-level 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX units, offering either 120 
or 140PS. 

There’s also a less frugal 163PS version and a potent 
195PS 2.0 CDTi Biturbo. 

In the petrol range, there’s also a cheap old-tech engine 
choice - the 140PS 1.8i unit - but again, more emphasis 
is being put on the modern turbo powerplant offerings, the 
140PS 1.4T, the 170PS 1.6 SIDI and the 250PS 2.0 SIDI. At 
the top of the range, a 325PS 2.0 V6 continues in the VXR 
SuperSports model. 

This VXR has 4WD but the only other model in the range 
that gets it is the Country Tourer estate version which, with 
its raised ride height, aims to offer an SUV alternative. 

Outside, there are detail improvements front and rear that 
aim to bring a wider and lower look to the hatch, saloon 
and Sports Tourer estate bodystyles that, as before, make 
up the range. That’s certainly the feel you get from the front 
end with its redesigned high-gloss chrome grille and thinner 
logo bar cradling a prominent Griffin badge and including 
winglets that link with the sleeker gloss black-trimmed head¬ 
lights. 


Up-to-date 

And inside? Well it feels a great deal more up to date, with 
many of the previously scattered and confusing little but¬ 
tons tidied up onto a (sadly optional) central 8-inch colour 
touchscreen that deals with everything from navigation to 
audio selections, Bluetooth ‘phone functions to a series of 
Vauxhall-sourced apps. 

There’s even a slightly cheap-feeling touchpad behind 
the gearlever that accepts one, two or three finger gestures 
for the various operating functions - or you can press a but¬ 
ton on the steering wheel and activate the whole thing by 
voice control. 

More hi-tech can be viewed through the redesigned 
three-spoke leather-trimmed steering wheel where you’ll 
find an instrument cluster with another 8-inch high resolu¬ 
tion display. 

This one, also optional and framed by conventional ana¬ 
logue gauges either side, is primarily there to show a virtual 
speedometer but can also be configured to display all sorts 
of information such as smartphone or audio use - or even 
navigation. 

Out back, the hatch most choose offers a 530-litre boot - 
with 540-litres on offer in the Sports Tourer estate. 

In theory, Insignia pricing covers a very wide span - any¬ 
where between £17,000 and £33,000. 

In practice, almost all Insignia sales are concentrated in 
the £17,000 to £22,000 bracket, with most of those going 
to business buyers who usually want one of the 2.0-litre 
CDTi diesel variants. Paying much more than that for this 
car takes it into the BMW 3 Series dominated compact ex¬ 
ecutive saloon bracket where mainstream makers usually 
struggle. 

Talking of saloons, there’s is a four-door Insignia saloon 
bodystyle as a no-cost option to the more familiar five-door 
hatch, but it comes with a much smaller range of trim and 
engine choices. 



SPECIAL PURCHASE 


Now 



64 Plate Jazz 1.4 ES Plus 


only £11 y999 

Saving £2,896 


■ Choice of colours 

■ 16" alloy wheels 

■ Leather steering wheel with audio controls 

■ Perimeter alarm 

■ USB connector 

■ Automatic climate control 

■ Cruise control 

■ Privacy glass 


Delivery miles 
Limited stock 


SCOOP PURCHASE 



14 Plate Civic 1.6 
Diesel SE Plus 

14/14 Reg, £0 road tax, up to 78 mpg, rear 
parking camera, climate control, Bluetooth®. 

From 8,000 miles with FREE DAB Radio 
Upgrade (upgrade worth £600 when new). 


only £ 14,444 B 


COST NEW £23,060 SAVE £8,616 


8 ONLY 


All cars come with balance of manufacturer guarantee • 3 years FREE SERVICING when taken with low rate Honda PCP 


When they’ve gone...they’ve gone! 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


www.brindley.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley Halesowen 

124 Dudley Road 
Halesowen B63 3NS 

0121 696 4746 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 
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Express Repairs for yy 
Minor Accident Damage 



✓Bumper scuffs ✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


DRIVETIME 



Gearing up for new venture 


For one fast fit network in 
the UK, the future is looking 
particularly bright after new 
locations and significant in¬ 
vestment was announced 
for 2015, starting with an 
impressive new facelift for a 
Halesowen centre. 

First Stop has revealed plans to 
build on its network and has now re¬ 
launched its new-look garage in Over¬ 
end Road, Halesowen, which has ben- 
efitted from substantial investment to 
boast improved branding and equip¬ 
ment, in a sign of things to come. 

At present, First Stop is comprised 
of 52 locations around the UK and the 
chain is planning on recruiting more 


outlets across the UK. They have 
also improved branding at three other 
members at Horndean Tyres, Asht¬ 
on Tyres & Exhausts and Thorntons 
Tyres. 

First Stop’s retail business devel¬ 
opment manager Stuart Eagland said 
the plan was to keep on developing 
the network and giving motorists more 
compelling reasons to a visit one of its 
centres for repairs and maintenance. 

He said: “We are embarking on an 
exciting new chapter for First Stop, 
with better branding, equipment and 
overall support promised from many 
of our business partners.” 

Stuart refers to the First Stop busi¬ 
ness model as a ‘soft franchise’ 
proposition and, being the retail arm 
of Bridgestone, he believes that the 


network is in a strong position to 
succeed. The benefit of working with 
Bridgestone is that we work directly 
with the world’s largest tyre manufac¬ 
turer, before providing some outstand¬ 
ing premium products to motorists. 

“Our Halesowen centre is testament 
to the new direction we are working 
towards. It offers the full range of ser¬ 
vices including tyres, MOTs, servicing, 
exhausts, batteries and anything else 
besides. 

“Proving this ‘one-stop-shop’ solu¬ 
tion is something we are seeking to 
replicate and we are actively looking 
to develop the network around the UK 
from here on.” 

For more information about First 
Stop and its network of centres, visit 
www.firststop.co.uk 


ASTRANOMICAL OFFERS 


ASTRA LIMITED 
EDITION 1.6 
ONLY £14,495 

Astra Limited Edition 
features include: 
• 19-inch alloy wheels 

• Leather heated seats 

• Sports style body kit 


Limited number of vehicles available, contact us today. 

Dudley Motor Company Stourbridge Motor House 

West Midlands Stourbridge 

01384 454100 01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages Halesowen Motor House 

Kingswinford West Midlands 

01384 288 333 0121 462 2916 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km* 

Participating Retailers only. Model featured Astra Excite 1.4 5dr in Power Red from £12,595 on the road and Astra Limited Edition 1.6 5drin Power Red from £14,495 on the road. Offer available on orders or registrations from 4 March to 1 July 2015, subject to availability. Offer available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase 
only, excluding B2B). All other sales categories are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Prices shown are correct at the time of publication. UK-supplied vehicles only. "Applicants must hold a full, valid driving licence and be 18 years or over to qualify fora test drive. #Official EU-regulated test data are provided for 
comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 















ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


et 

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


1 


Family 



I CANDY PEACH pushchair, car¬ 
rycot, maxi cosi pebble car seat, 
changing bag, adapters and rain 
covers, £600 ono. 0/828 190900. 



ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE Bead 
including headboard, excellent 
condition £180 ono. 01384 395614. 


LANDEX GAZELLE 

Mobility scooter, 8mph with 38 
mile range, 325 miles on the 
clock, £3,000 new. 

Accept 1,500 ono. 
Buyer to collect. 

01543 424912. 


MERCURY COLLAPSIBLE mobility 
scooter, fits in boot, 2 batteries, 
hardly used. £250. 01902 896531. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

RISER RECLINER Electric Chair, 
brand new, never used, Sher- 
bourne Malvern, cost £800, offers. 

07842 896813. 

TGA SAONET Mobility Scooter, as 
new, 10 months old, only done 7 
miles, excellent condition, £550 
ono. 07443 596960. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-X 
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Leisure 

Time 



CABANON TRAILER tent, sleeps 
four, good condition. £1,200. 

07791 273943. 


VANGO ICARUS 

4/6 man tent £200. 
Mobile mains unit £70. 
Both used once. 

Two burner camping cooker, 
new £40. 

01902 785765 after 5pm. 



AVONDALE LEDA MALVERN 

1994, 6-berth, tourer, full awning, 
£1,000 ono. 

07977 949519. 


ACE SUPREME 
SUPERSTAR 

2005, luxury 5 berth, twin axle, 
L-shape front seating^ blow air 
heating, 3 sunroofs, CD, radio, 
many extras. 

£6,500. 

01384 826024. 


FLEETWOOD COLCHESTER 
SPECIAL 2000. 

Good condition. SH. 2-berth. 
End kitchen. Truma mover. 
Awnings full / porch. Cassette 
toilet. Heater. Full oven. 
Sale due to ill health. 
£2,300. 01902 339597. 



HIGHLEY PARK HOME 


12 month residential site, 2 bed, 
mains gas, central heating, as 
new, fabulous views, near to 
Highley shops, bus service, 
own driveway. 

£75,000. 

07774 715830. 


LUNAR FREELANDER, 2007, fixed 
bed, 4 berth, 21ft twin wheeler, 
separate large shower, £7,500. 

07774 715830. 

LUNAR LX, 2000, 2-berth, end bath¬ 
room, mover, awning, extras, very 
good condition, £3,350 ono. 01902 
337242. 07831 788954. 


SENATOR WYOMING 

2008, twin axle, fixed bed, large 
end bathroom, TV, Hi-Fi, 
microwave, alarmed, non 
smokers, no pets, excellent 
condition, £10,750. 

Telephone 07790 942277 
or 01952 608304. 
STATIC CARAVAN holiday home, 
Wales, by the sea, 35ft, 2 double 
bedrooms +, fully fitted, excellent, 
extras, £4,000. 01384 872146. 

STATIC CARAVAN 

Willerby Herald Gold Mark 2, 
32ft x 10ft, 6-berth, little used, 
like new inside and out, fully 
equipped, beautifully sited on 
the lovely Frondeg Caravan 
Park, near Newquay, Wales. 
£10,950. 

Apply to Site Owner 
Steve Hartley, 

01545 580444 / 07796 
135490. 

SWIFT CARISMA 2005, Two berth 
motor mover, awning and extras, 
very good condition £3,495. 

07769 782320. 


TINGDENE MACWORTH 
SPECIAL PARK HOME 
46x22 

In tranquil area of Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire, easy access 
off M50. 

Comprises of 3 bedrooms, 1 
ensuite, family bathroom, fully 
fitted kitchen and separate 
utility, large lounge/diner, fully 
furnished. 

Property with parking. 
Sited on pleasant, quiet site 
with stunning views. 

£135,000 ono. 


Telephone 07411 731777. 



WILLERBY RIO GOLD 


2012 model, 28 x 12ft, 2 bed, 
DG, CH, galvanised chassis 
and steps, connected to 
services, TV aerial fitted, 
external meter reader, quality 
caravan in excellent condition, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal Som¬ 
erset Village, Family owned and 
dog friendly park by the sea. 

Genuine sale. 

Priced to sell £18,650. 
07801 734823, 01934 412680. 


3 BEDROOM 
STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 

£10,995 including site fees 
for 2015 season. 

SITED AT 

TY MAWR HOLIDAY PARK 
T0WYN, NORTH WALES. 

Perfect for a large family, 
sleeps 8 people. 

Fantastic live entertainment and 
facilities including indoor heated 
swimming pool with flume, multi¬ 
sports court, adventure playground, 
kids club and lots more. 

Call 07946 350132 

4 BERTH CARAVAN, 1991 
Marauder 400D, good condition, 
lightweight, awning and acces¬ 
sories. Ideal starter van. £1,300 
ono. 07731 861801. 



WANTED Modern touring caravan, 
any berth considered. 

Call Steve on 01384 274518 / 
0770 3540507. 


Fall caravans1 

WANTED 

i Any Age or Condition * 

i *CASH* i 
I ‘WAITING* | 

: Immediate collection : 


i Call Bob on 07787 833833: 



LEAD GUITARIST / KEYBOARDS 

Wanted for critically acclaimed 
band, must be dedicated. 

07505 984025. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock/ Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 


www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



ANTIQUES / 
COLLECTORS FAIR 


FRIDAY 13TH MARCH also on 
FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 
C0RNB0W HALL 
HAGLEY STREET, HALESOWEN 

B63 3AT (next to Wilco’s) 9am - 4pm 
07712 597468 / 07783 680627 

If you have any unwanted antiques, 
turn them into cash, we also buy! 
www.blackcountryfairs.co.uk 

x 


3 

Home & 
Services 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



ANTIQUE BROWN 
LEATHER 3-PIECE SUITE. 

Totally unused. Cost £1,000. 
Can deliver. 

£390. 

07901 661011. 


ERCOL QUALITY Welsh Dresser, 
£150 ono. Ercol solid dining table 
and 4 chairs £120 ono, excellent 
conditon, 01384 395614 
OAK REFECTORY TABLE By Old 
Charm, 6ft x 3ft, immaculate condi¬ 
tion, £150 ono. 

01902 424245. 


TWO BLACK LEATHER Recliner 
Chairs, as new, £100 each ono. 
01384 833839. 



CANNON DOUBLE OVEN Gas 

cooker, 60cm wide, 18 mnths old, 
very good condition. £200 ono. 
01902 670570. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 

brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 

ALL DINKY TOYS wanted, Corgi, 
Tria-ag Spot-ON, Britains, Airfix, 
scalextric,pre1970 annuals Rupert, 
Beano, Dandy. 01902 745598. 

ALL MAMOD STEAM Engines/ 
Trains wanted all conditions/ 
descriptions, Dinky,Corgi Spot-on 
diecast vehicles. 01902 745598. 

JAKES PRIVATE Museum wants 
everything antique, memorabilia, 
collectables, quirky unusual. 07930 
949337 or 01384 484309. 



IPHONE 6 

Sealed in original box, latest 
Iphone 6, 16gb, in white, 
locked to Vodaphone. 

No offers. 

£425. 

07970 936179. 



CONTAX ARIA 35mm SLR with 
standard and wide angle zeiss 
lenses, excellent condition, classic 
camera, £350. 0121 553 6684. 



V_ 

service 

\ 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wail mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



(MBs® 


Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk^ 


d 

\AA 


\ 

aerials 


DIGITAL 

AERIALS 



\ 

builders 

V_ 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07463 849342 - 07516 751550 


gardening ^ 
services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 



01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

iSREClm TOREE Rj 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 
for C69 570CM 
www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 7DZ 
Office: 0121 531 5250^ 
Mobile: 07866 137§56^^ 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


\ 

house clearances 

\_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / 
decorators 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 


v_ 


' \ 

skip hire 



AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


ifimiEliPl 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 


A ;« 


PGS Roofing 

All roofing work covered 


Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CANARIES for sale. £10 each and 
one double breeding cage, £10. 

07969 554758. 

COLLIE CROSS YORKIE PUPPIES 

£75 each. Dudley area: 

Call after 4pm: 07722 663466. 

FOUR LOVELY Border young cock 
canaries. £25 each. Genuine 
callers only. 01902 787822. 

HORSFIELD TORTOISE 

£150 

07918 623208. 

LOVELY JACK RUSSELL CROSS 

Puppies for sale, 9 weeks old, 2 
boys, 2 girls, both parents can be 
seen, £80 each. 07563 509136. 

MINI LOP Rabbits, 2 males, 13wks, 
vaccinated, white/fawn. New hutch, 
accessories, bedding. £45. 07974 
666383/01384 455900. 

TWO JACK RUSSELL bitch 
puppies, ready March 20, black / 
tan, gentle Mother, marvellous with 
children. £250. 07947 063419. 

WANTED. Aviary birds for large 
private aviary. Also pigeons and 
poultry for beginner and parrot for 
house pet. 07970 485491. 



Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 



Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 


Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS TO LET 


1500sq ft and 2400sq ft, 
Brierley Hill town centre 

Good Rates. Contact anytime 
and please leave message 

01746 710179. 


SELL 

IT 

FAST 

SELL 

IT 

LOCAL 


"The advert 
started on the 
Friday, sold on 
the Saturday!" 


"Sold quickly 
which was 
great" 


"I had to take 
advantage 
of the free 
repeats part of 
the package 
but it's still 
great that I 
sold the car" 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if 
you do not sell! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 
01902 317878 

ONLINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. 
Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 
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01902 628060 or 0800 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Wolverhampton 

properties 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 

■ Any condition 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


Subject to terms 


we can buy 
your house in 




SELL FAST 


W Property investor needs 


properties in your area 


y Cash payments 

AND GET 

p We will cover all your 
fees 

A BETTER 

y Quicker service 

PRICE 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 



y women 


» No Fees* < 

ft Any property < 

» Any condition < 

ft Free confidential 
service 


OSOO 169 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


ilfi STOP f 

fill WI l PAY MORE l 




0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


+SICK 

■ of trying to sell yoor house 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

01 922 689023 


Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


call us '— 

0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Aston Wood Properties 



Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 44 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 




FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

0800 500 3109 

01902 628060 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 


DON’T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 



01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 

08006335226 / 
01922 689023 


CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 
*Local *Honest 
^Reliable 
0800 389 6788 
01384 226086 



IWILLBUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800731 1160 
01212740398 


r 

6^ 

^Prc 

iperty 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEAUTIFUL TWO BED house with 
garage, unfurnished with carpets, 
Dudley. £550pcm, plus bills. 

07886 002704. 

BURROWS CROFT, BILSTON One 

bedroom flat deposit / references 
required, no DHSS, no pets, pre¬ 
ferred age 45 plus. 07949 641711. 

ONE BED FLAT, Pennfields, W-ton. 
Unfurnished, double glazed. DSS 
OK. Call or Text 07754 076795. 

ONE BEDROOM un furnished flat, 
Whitmore Reans, Wolverhampton. 
£100pw. 07858 628438. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07940 116130 

THREE BED semi detached, Stow 
Heath Lane, new kitchen, DG, 
£127pw. 07986 439677. 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 

CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


.L BUY YOUR 

r ★ANY AREA ★ANY PRICE ★ANY CONDITION^ 
CALL PAULA ON 

01384 467643 

INDEPENDENT ★ LOCAL ★ CONFIDENTIAL 

' 


HOUSE 

yconditionA 

43 ) 

IDENTIAL*>^ 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 



LLANGYNIEW, MID WALES 

Superb chalet bungalow. 
Fully residential, 3 beds. 
Fully double glazed and central 
heating. Lovely gardens, all 
round with a view over the 
valley. 

Reduced to £75,000 ono. 
Telephone 01938 811194. 



HOLIDAY HOME LODGE 
MID WALES 

Beautiful surroundings, fully 
furnished, 3 bed, DG, GCH, 2 
toilets, shower, large lounge, 
exclusive site with fishing lakes, 
indoor swimming pool, games 
room tennis court, site fees paid 
2015. 

£60,000 ono. 

01782 624509. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

^ JR- «r 

Classified 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 
x£f 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/lDookanacL 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


gf Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 


r 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelpline QgQQ Qg£ 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 






































































































01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


ClassifiedAds 35 




MECHANICAL FITTER 

Looking for full time or part-time 
work. 

Very flexible and reliable. 
Own van with tools if needed. 

Telephone Martin Cotter 
on 07450189193. 
Email: 

mcotter2711@gmail.com 


courses 


— I— SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS " 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 
^ CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 

HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


full time - general 


* ^The Westminster School 

The Westminster School, Curral Road, Rowley Regis, West Midlands, B65 9AN 

The Westminster School is a successful Special School catering for 160 pupils aged 
7 to 19 years, with a complex range of special needs. 

We have a proactive, supportive Governing Body and strong partnerships with 
parents/carers, the Local Authority and the local community. Our children are 
motivated and keen to learn. 

Due to increased pupil numbers we are seeking to appoint committed, 
experienced and enthusiastic staff to join our successful school team. We have the 
following vacancies: 

Design & Technology Technician (including Food) 

Date: To commence ASAP. 

Salary: Band C (Spine point 14-19, pro-rata salary). 

Contract: Term time only + 5 INSET days + 5 additional days, permanent. 

37 Hours Per week. 

Closing Date: 9.00am on Monday 23 March 2015 

The successful candidates will have experience of working in a Design and 
Technology-rich environment and must have a proven background of successfully 
working with children. You must be able to form good working relationships with 
students, be an excellent role model and have excellent skills in responding to and 
resolving challenging behaviours. 

The successful candidate will have excellent communication and ICT skills and a 
passion and desire to work with pupils from a variety of backgrounds. They must 
be dynamic individuals who are able to respond to the changing demands of daily 
school life. 

Interviews will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2015. 

Mid-Day Supervisor Assistant 

Salary: Band: B (SCP 9-13, pro-rata salary). 

Contract: Term time only+ 5 INSET days 9hrs lOmins per week. 

Closing Date: 9.00am on Monday 30 March 2015 

The successful candidates will assist and support pupils during their lunch breaks, 
supervise playground activities and have an option to support pupils in the 
classroom. 

You must have a proven background of successfully working with children. 

Our School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of vulnerable 
groups including children, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. An enhanced DBS clearance and Staff Disqualification Declaration is 
required for these role's. For more information about the School's Child Protection 
and Safeguarding Policy go to the Policy Section of our website at http://www. 
thewestminsterschool.co.uk/policies 

This is an exciting opportunity to join the staff team at The Westminster School. 

For more details and an application form please visit 
http://www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk/vacandes. 

Applications should be sent to Lauren Richardson, Transactional HR 
Consultant, SIPS Education Ltd, 2nd floor. Guardian House, 

Cronehills Linkway, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 8GS 
or lauren.richardson@sandwellips.org.uk 


eccles 


Eccles Tooling Systems would like to offer 
the following exciting opportunity within 
our busy engineering department. 


Skilled Toolmaker / Patternmaker. 


Higher rates of pay recently implemented offering an 
extremely competitive pay structure. 

Excellent working conditions with regular overtime 
opportunities including recently revised rates. 

Please contact via email at neil@ecclestooling.com 
Tel 0121 585 5908 

Eccles Tooling Systems, 14 Chancel Way, Halesowen, B62 8SE 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

’l Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


*T £ ^ *T&C’s apply 

FreeAds 


full time - general 


MNA Media 



PART TIME DISTRIBUTION ADMINISTRATOR 


MNA Media, publishers of the Express & Star, 
Shropshire Star and their associated weekly 
newspapers has the following vacancy working within 
the Express Distribution team at our Black Lake, West 
Bromwich office. 

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate 
excellent administration and communication skills 
together with a good working knowledge of all 
Microsoft products. You will assist the Leaflets 
Sales Representative and the Distribution Manager 
with their weekly tasks which will include analysing 
customer survey reports, dealing with distributors and 
agents together with leaflet bookings and promotions. 
In return we offer full training and support, an annual 
salary of £10,396, 25 days holiday per calendar year 
and enrolment into the company pension scheme. 

The position is 27.5 hours per week working between 
Monday & Friday. 



PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 

EXPRESS & STAR, 51-53 QUEEN STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON WVl 1E S J 
fc LO SING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 2015. 


Motoring 




BMW 318 DIESEL TOURER 
ESTATE EXCLUSIVE 

60 plate, full leather, black, 
excellent condition, 97,000 
miles, FSH, £30 per year tax. 
£8,995. 

07973 201954. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 317878 


FORD C-MAX, 54 plate, 85,000 
miles, good condition, MoT, good 
tyres, new battery, £1,600 ono. 

07738 512150 or 01902 833126. 

FORD FOCUS EDGE 2004, Black, 
5dr, hatchback, MoT August 2015, 
company car forces sale 
£1,200ono. 07778 145597. 



MAZDA RX8 231BHP 

2006, 66,600 miles, grey, Bose 
sound system. Full MoT and 
service history. Superb in and 
out. Any test or trial. Call for 
more info and pictures. 

£3,000 ono. 

07970 880230. 


_, ,_, tinted glc -_, _ 

SH, excellent condition. £2,995. 
07944 438513. 


MERCEDES COUPE CLK320 

Elegance Auto, Petrol, private 
plate, 2001, MoT Jun, 41,000 
miles from new, full history, 2 
owners from new. 

£2,700. 

01952 730522/ 

07930 551559. 


MINI COOPER Diesel, 2010, service 
history, low miles, low tax £20pa, 
full MoT, 2 owners, very good con¬ 
dition £7,500. 01902 737671. 


MUST DC SEEN 


MERCEDES C180 
KOMPRESSOR 

2003, auto, silver. 

One lady owner, fsh. 
74,000 miles, 12 months MoT. 
One set of Winter tyres 
(little use). 

£3,000 o.n.o. 

01902 681324 
or 

07971 456712. 



MINI COOPER 


54 plate, 102,000 miles, green, 
electric windows/mirrors, long 
MoT, metallic paint, alloys, 
good tyres, CD, HPI clear, 1 
Doctor 1 lady owner from new. 

£2,100 ono. 

07828 740856. 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
SPORT 

2.5L, diesel, 4wd, 53 reg, 
65,000 miles, green, new clutch 
fitted, MoT Aug 2015. 

£3,500 ono. 

01902 409769. 07742 019731 


PEUGEOT 3008 Allure, 2011, red, 
1.6 diesel, auto, full glass roof, 
folding electric mirrors, 27,400 
miles, £7,750 ono. 01785 716292. 


PEUGEOT 307CC COUPE 

Black, rare opportunity, hard 
top convertible, 4,800 miles 
only, 2005, 1 lady owner, 
impeccable condition. 

£3 495 

Telephone 01952 727446. 


RENAULT KANGOO, 2004, 23,000 
miles, red, fsh, MoT, central 
locking, stereo, wheelchair 
adapted. Cradley Heath area, 
£2,950. 07936 540582. 

SMART FORTWO PASSION, 2010, 
44,400 miles, black/silver, electric 
windows, fsh, MoT, auto, sunroof, 
£3,500 ono. 07971 079626. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6SXI, petrol, 
2007 plate, 3 door, silver, full MoT, 
2 lady owners, excellent condition. 
£2,895. Call 07973 956083. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO SX 1999, 1200cc, 
MoT, stereo/CD player, good con¬ 
dition, relaible, ideal first car, £495. 
07707 012972 after 6pm. 

FORD FIESTA W reg, 1.4 Zetec, 
alloy wheels, MoT August 2015, 
80,000 miles, good condition, £575. 
07779 890165. 


HYUNDAI COUPE T Reg, auto¬ 
matic, low mileage, 3 owners, 6 
months MoT, £500 01902 659047. 


JAGUAR X TYPE 2.5L 
SPORT 

2001, 4x4, 120,000 miles, 
silver, MoT, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, alarm, 
central locking, pas, alloys, CD, 
leather. 

£1,000. 07502 913674. 


MERCEDES 180 SPORT. S Reg. 
Excellent condition. First to see will 
buy. £650. 

Telephone 07925 304167. 

NISSAN MICRA S 2005, 1200cc, 
54,000 miles, silver, 3 door, MoT till 
October. £1,500. 07751 489369. 

PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Turbo Diesel 
Sport, 2004, 5 door, black, 
100,000k, MoT’d, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £995. 07851 213316. 

PEUGEOT 206CC 2004, Very good 
condition, fsh, MoT, £1,500 ono. 

Call 07813 656743. 


reg, 3dr, low miles, long MoT, CD, 
EM, EW, £1,395. 07779 455916. 

ROVER 75 1.8 TURBO 2003, 53 reg, 
silver, 3 months MoT, 85,000 miles. 
£1,000 ono. 

01384 274809. 

TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 2005, 84k, lady 
owner, MoT Oct 2015, alloys, fsh, 
excellent condition, fsh £1,995 ono. 
01902 258138 or 07446 012217. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 3dr, hatch, 
2002, MoT June, blue, petrol, 128k, 
4 former keepers, excellent runner, 
£800 ono. 07773 894665. 

VOLVO S40 1.8S, 03, MoT, good 
condition. Red. £450 ono. 

07454 397818. 

VW GOLF TDi, 5 door, T reg, 12 
months MoT, 1 owner, £850. 

Telephone 01743 343910. 


CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



RENAULT MASTER MINI 
BUS 2.5 DIESEL 

2001. MoT. 

Eight seater. 

White. 

Good condition. 

£2,200 ono. 

0781 5095760. 



KYMCO AGILITY SCOOTER, 49cc 
City, reg 05/2009. Low mileage 
(8,494km), MoT July. Full working 
order, £465 ono. 07801 241248. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


; 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811 - 24 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 eveninas 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WVl 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 

WANTED VW POLO or similar for 
learner driver, up to £1,500. 

07966 175576. 



mobile 

v mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


A BRITISH BORN INDIAN 
MAN 

would like to meet white, 
English woman for friendship / 
relationship. Enjoys holidays, 
days in/out, countryside. 

Box Number PI 9699 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1ES. 



DIVORCED 5FT9IN 
WEALTHY GENT, 53 

Smart house and car in local 
village. 

Desires lady 45-55 for 
‘Real LTR’. 

To share holidays abroad, 
weekends away, restaurants, 
evenings in and out and the 
countryside. 

Box Number PI 9726, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1ES. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 01216 202445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


★ ★★ 

FUSION 2 GROUP 


The local group for social 
singles in the heart of the black 
country. 

A full ongoing programme of 
various social events is on offer 
to those who are looking to 
make Friends and enhance 
their social life. 

For full details check our 
website 

https/www. 

fusion2group.co.uk or 
contact us on 01384 340814. 


★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN 


Would like to meet another 
gentleman for holidays, 
football, fun outings. 

Aged 60-80. 
Wolverhampton and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number PI 9722, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


INDIAN MAN 55, 
BRITISH BORN 

With own home, car and job, is 
honest, kind and decent with a 
GSOH. 

Enjoys holidays, dining out etc: 
Wishes to meet a lady of any 
nationality for friendship, 
maybe more. 

Please write to Box Number 
PI 9723, 

Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN 60 

Slim, single, very good sense of 
humour, caring nature, no ties, 
like walks, sport, meals out, 
nights in and out, light smoker, 
WLTM slim lady similar age for 
hopefully long term relationship 
for sharing life and being there 
for each other. 

Genuine replies only please. 
Box Number PI 9728, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1 ES. 


* 

LADY 58 

Looking to meet a genuine, tall 
man, GSOH, age 55-63, 
medium build for nights in and 
out, holidays etc. 

Photo if possible (returned). 
Box Number PI 9720 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1 ES. 

* 

MALE 60 

Seeks Female 
age between 40-50. 

I have my own house and car. 
Hoping to meet genuine female 
on a friendship basis leading to 
long term. 

Photo appreciated/returned. 

Box Number PI 9727, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1 ES. 


SINGLE GENT 56 

Heart of gold, looking for lady 
similar age and status, for 
nights out, fun and friendship, 
maybe more. 

Box Number Cl 9729 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WVl 1 ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


LOOKING FOR MY SON 
Mr A Lewis, last seen in 
Wolverhampton. 

Please get in touch. 

Box Number PI 9721, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WVl 1 ES. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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Local 


Specialist; Mhn 



Driveways 


LUKE’S local AE RJALS 

IgP 0121 445 1382 

^^^uke’s Mobile: 07864 590543*“^ 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39h 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Appliance Repairs 




□o you prepare 

Building 
Plans?? 

If you want to advf 

*”"”"“4 ‘19590; 

01302 3 'Ssss 

! 3195^13 


Driveways 


and all White Goods 

"Don't go and m 

buu a new one, 
get it repaired,. 


/S& EtecflSuD®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 


METRO ALARMS! 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 I 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 



For all surfacing and 
Tarmac work 

• Paving and Driveways 
• Block Bricks and Tarmac Repairs 
• New Drives o Forecourts 
« Car Parks 
o Trading Estates 

For all enquiries 
please call 

m 0800 696 5279 
M: 07587 954073 
^01384 270740 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings I 
- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


aum| 

Do you need 
to promote your 
building services? 


Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Driveways 


DECORATIVE Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 
Discounts for O.A.P 

A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 

For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 , 


shteu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 

FREE QUOTES 

Full liability insurance 

on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 
and domestic 

For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 


DISCOUNT DR IVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Red and BlackTarmac Drives 
Full Range of Block Paving 
Drainage Systems. Lawns and Fencing 
Garden Walls and Patios 



A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

^luIeanpBS^ 

Assured 

Call: V\ 

07730 >’ DP 
477564 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
V Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 100591 



Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for aim quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 £ 


Email: quotations® _ 

blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 



n 

SCOTTS WINDOW 

n 

li iliUTiTTTEi 



Misty Units 
Broken locks 
Door Repairs 
• Patio Doors 

YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07973 84 84 38 
0800 034 0344 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Electricians 


— Winter DealiTT 

Is your fuseboard in need of 
an upgrade? 
es your house wiring 
need an MOT? 

J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 

Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 

Call us today on 
0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

for more information 
R^ristef 1 Safety www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
t — j .selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk f — 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 

07967 650567 ( 24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 


AM ELECTRICAL ”3 
SERVICES 10 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shorn/ Extra Sockets 
PAT TestingflSafety Reports 
CCTV / BurgularA|arhjs 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 v 
07785 781652' 


MBO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmmm 

local service call: I - 
























































































































Local Specialists 





-1 

Electricians 

1 

Gardening 

1 

Locksmiths 

1 

——— tm i |i 1 

Plumbing & Heating 


r t Electrical 


gswinford Lir 


ited 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 




Fencing 




Fencing ft Gates 




All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steva on 


113*4 242891 or 17970 300586 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Maple Leaves Landscaping 

DECKING, SLABBING, FENCING, 
WALLS,TURFING, HEDGING 

For every aspect of your gardening needs, 
give me a ring any time 

7 days a week for free estimates and great ideas 
Over 35 years'experience 

07739 580558 


ROWAN TREE & EARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS. 


LOCK PROBLEMS 

UPVC, YALE, CHUBB, ETC? LOST KEYS? 

BROKEN DOOR LOCKS? 

Window and door security locks changed, 
fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


Plastering 


Plasterers 

Need to prom^^V° ur 
business, please cal ^ 

,319590 oiaos » 



Supply & install Repair Service 

All types of doors Remote Control Door; 
Security Grills Made to Measure 

» FREE Survey & Quotation 


■_B~iFencing| jg 

All types of Quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rlus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



CJL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Gas and Boiler Services 



Kni g ht Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 




Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

Soffits Fascias 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 




MOT 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & VaiUant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas — 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


Elegant 
Stairs 


supplied & fitted 



For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


OH PLASTERERS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 

-^S2SOS3^| 

Complete central heating installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 

Tel:078l4 881504 

300347 NO OBLIGATION • FREE OUOTE 




Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 

& Repairs - 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

FREE QUOTES 

• Fam ily R un P7TO gjj .^£113 

Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

V ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

• Bathrooms Suites 

• 1 • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

j •Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

|v • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

msmoi 




PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 




Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


S -H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
'tr Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 
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Local Specialists! 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

<D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ I 5 SMALL REPAIRS £ 15 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 824993 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Skip Hire 


AMUlL SIZIHS 
AEE" AREA S: 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE < 




•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products EKpertly Fitted 
rT'V With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Ouole call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT '^"DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
31-0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 prn. 



Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


Specialists 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 





(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE - 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

Al l, BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
AI,I, WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


WI&S 


ALL ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 
, _ UNDERTAKEN 

ROOFING 

• Pitched roof repaired • Flat roofs replaced 

• Chimneys/Ridge tiles repointed 

• UPVC Fascia Soffit & Guttering 
Concrete Guttering removal 

MEMBER OF FIXAHOME 1 ■■ I 

TRADERS SCHEME 
01384 864012 0782 1614440 


(3A 
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Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


HKEGR (Mi _ 
ilete Bathroon 
r an<fPlumbing 
Kitchens and Conservatories' 
All work undertaken 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Window Specialists 


To 

advertise 
yoOr ^ 
business - 

V, Please call! 

01902 31959b 
01902 319577- 






T: 0121 422 9655 


M: 07592 444490 


Double Glazing Repair Specialist 


Locksmiths Conservatory leaks 
Broken hinges Guttering & facias 
Handles 
Misted units 
Rubber seals 


Over 10 years experience 


Open 7 days 
a week 

Building & property All work 

maintenance guaranteed 

Landlords/commercial 
work undertaken 

- www window-wizard.co.uk 




GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 




















































































Wolves get 
a point from 
battle on 
home turf 

Wolves 2 Watford 2 

KENNY Jackett’s side, perhaps, 
deserved more than a point from 
this high-tempo encounter for the 
way they dominated much of the 
game. 

But with 10 games to go, this 
was probably one they needed to 
win to start eating into that four- 
point gap to the play-off places. 

Jackett deployed the recently 
under-used James Henry in the 
No.10 role. 

But Henry has the intelligence, 
subtlety of touch and vision to jus¬ 
tify his manager’s faith in him and 
he responded with a man of the 
match performance. 

Benik Afobe gave the home 
side the perfect start in the 14th 
minute with his seventh goal in 
11 games for his new club, taking 
his tally to 26 for the season which 
made him the leading marksman 
in all four divisions. 

Even at £2m, Afobe looks a steal. 
It’s difficult to recall a Wolves 
striker with the combination of 
such control, quick feet, pace and 
movement. 

And he showed all those qual¬ 
ities as he effortlessly brought 
down Kevin McDonald’s pass be¬ 
fore taking a touch and slotting it 
past keeper Heurelho Gomes. 

Wolves retained the initiative 
but failed to penetrate. And they 
found themselves all square again. 

Former Walsall striker Troy 
Deeney’s long pass from the left 
was gobbled up by Matej Vydra 
and the ex-Albion loanee did the 
rest. 

Jack Price’s first senior goal five 
minutes after the restart gave the 
home side some reward. 

However, Deeney poked home 
the equaliser. 


Fresh twist 
over Blues 
ownership 

BIRMINGHAM CITY’S complex 
ownership situation has taken an¬ 
other twist after seven directors re¬ 
signed from its parent company. 

A statement to the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange confirmed the 
changes, which has seen the seven 
directors resign and former chair¬ 
man Peter Pannu removed. 

The move effectively sees the re¬ 
ceivers, Ernst and Young, in charge, 
with employees Stephen Lui ap¬ 
pointed chairman of the board and 
David Yen Ching Wai as chief exec¬ 
utive. 

Pannu has been removed from the 
BIHL board along with Chan Shun 
Wah. 

Two others, Cheung Kwai Nang 
and Carson Wong Ka Chun, have 
also been suspended. Panos Pav- 
lakis has resigned but remains a 
director at St Andrew’s. 


This is my 

MAX Clegg says he has landed the dream job as Cra- 
dley skipper for the new season. 

Clegg will lead the Heathens into action at Bir¬ 
mingham next Wednesday, March 18, in the first leg 
of the Travel Plus Challenge. 

Clegg, who will be riding for the Heathens for the 
third consecutive season in 2015, says he can’t wait 
to get going and is predicting another ‘amazing year’ 
for the side. 

“It’s been my dream ever since I started with Cra- 
dley to become their number one and to be captain 
as well is a pleasure knowing that I can be such a big 
part of the club,” he said. 

“If I could guide the club to a hat-trick of league 


dream job, 

titles in my first year as number one and captain, 
that would be such a big thing and such an amazing 
achievement - it would be heaven for me. 

“All of the teams have got really strong heat-lead¬ 
ers but I think the reserves and the riders in the 
lower part of the team are going to be key. 

“I think Mike (Neale) will have a good year and 
there’s a lots of expectations from Ellis (Perks) - 
they will give it their best but if they do what we 
know they can do, then I don’t think anything’s 
going to stop Cradley again this year.” 

The young Yorkshireman, who turns 18 next 
month, feels he has been handed the ‘ultimate re¬ 
ward’ following his excellent run of form from the 


says Clegg 

second half of the 2014 campaign. He is also hoping 
that he can use his own previous memories to make 
him the perfect skipper. 

Clegg said: “I remember when I started at reserve, 
Lewis (Blackbird) and Ash (Morris) were brilliant 
with me and then Starkey (Paul Starke) was excel¬ 
lent last year. 

“I think if I can help the boys this year like they all 
helped me then we’re in for a good season.” 

“It will be slightly tougher to be Cradley captain 
this year because we’re at a different track which is 
new to all of us really. 

“I think it will be a disadvantage for us to start 
with - but only for the first few meetings.” 


It's double delight 
for Old Hales side 



Old Halesonian goal scorer Paul Woodall who played a big part in the matches against Stone and Chesterfield 


OHHC Ists 4 Stone 3 
OHHC Ists 9 Chesterfield 1 
OLD Halesonians Men’s 1st XI com¬ 
pleted a perfect 6-pointer weekend, 
as they beat opposition at opposite 
ends of the table. 

The two wins put Hales mathematically 
clear of the bottom three with just three 
games to go. 

On Saturday, Hales hosted Stone who sit sec¬ 
ond in the Midlands 1 division. 

It was the visitors who expectedly opened the 
scoring, but the home side responded almost im¬ 
mediately, and drew the scores level within a few 
minutes when Paul Woodall converted from a 
penalty corner. 

The hosts found themselves in-front soon after 
when Graham Knight found himself with time at 
the top of the circle. 

Knight composed himself and slotted the ball 
home into the bottom corner. 

Before the half-time break however, the visi¬ 
tors responded, and the scores were level at 2-2 
at the half-way point. 

Secured 

The second half continued as the first left off, 
with chances for both sides. Woodall secured his 
brace early on to give Hales a 3-2 lead. 

Hales had a goal chalked off, after a quick 
counter-attacking play was bought back by the 
umpires following a discussion surrounding a 
quick free-hit. 

However, this mattered little when Chales 
Palmer fired home with a reverse stick shot to 
make it 4-2. 

Stone attempted to stage a comeback when a 
mistake by Ben Hughes gave an easy finish to the 
visitors striker, but it was too little too late, and 
Hales walked away with a deserved 3 points. 

On Sunday, it was third time lucky as Chester¬ 
field who visited Halesowen, following two previ¬ 
ous postponements due to the adverse weather 
conditions over the previous weeks. 

Chesterfield fielding just 10 players, struggled 
to make chances throughout, and it was Hales 
who dominated possession from the start of the 
game. 

Mark Curzon opened the scoring when he im¬ 
provised following a mistake on a penalty corner. 
Graham Knight doubled the lead for the hosts, 


when his cross was helped into the net by a deflection 
off a Chesterfield defender who was trying to keep it 
out. 

In the second half, Hales took control of the game 
and never really relinquished it as they went on to put 
nine into their opponent’s net. 

Tom Bulteel got his name on the score sheet, before 
Chesterfield got a consolation from a penalty corner of 
their own but the game was out of their grasp by then. 


Paul Woodall scored on his reverse to make it 4-1, 
before goals from Graham Knight, Matt Cole and Cole 
Hickman, saw Hales disappear out of sight and leave 
their opponents behind. 

Knight secured his hat-trick with a deft touch over 
the rushing Chesterfield goalkeeper to make it 8-1. 

Then it was time for Ben Hughes break his five- 
year goal drought to close the scoring and bring the 
game to an end at 9-1. 


Fourths 
keep up the 
pressure 
for shut out 

Old Halesonians 4ths 27 
Pershore 2nds 0 

OLD Hales were quickly into their 
stride and after several phases of 
play, prop Chris Deeks scored from 
close range. The conversion was 
missed . 

Hales were immediately on the 
attack from the restart and after 
some good work by the forwards 
the ball was moved to the right, 
and a well-timed pass from Jack 
Linehan gave Dan Smith the space 
to score a well-worked try. 

Smith was on the score sheet 
again following good work by 
hooker Gary Jones who offloaded 
the ball to him to score. 

Pershoregained more possession 
and their flyhalf and centres made 
valiant attempts to breach the Old 
Hales defence, but it held firm. 

The home side got back on track 
when they moved upfield and 
Jamie Leech ripped the ball from a 
maul and raced 20 metres to score 
under the posts. George Taylor 
added the conversion to make the 
score 22-0 at half time. 

In the second half Old Hales 
capitalised on a deep kick from 
Pershore. 

Smith collected the ball on the 
bounce and linked with Jamie 
Leech who in turn released Brad 
Vernon supporting on the right. 
Vernon raced 40 metres towards 
the Pershore line before passing 
inside to Jack Linehan who scored. 

Old Hales scorers - tries: Chris 
Deeks, Dan Smith (2), Jamie 
Leech, Jack Linehan. Conversion: 
George Taylor. 

Neither Old Halesonians 2nds or 
3rds played games at the weekend. 

Old Halesonians Colts 41 
Bromsgrove Colts 27 


39 


Parker to take 
up No.8 spot 
at Brummies 

BIRMINGHAM Speedway are de¬ 
lighted to announce our new No.8 
squad rider for the season - it’s a big 
welcome to Robert Parker. 

Parker, aged 19, is a talented all¬ 
round motorcyclist who only tried 
speedway for the first time last 
April. 

He’s been riding Motorcross since 
he was 10 and Brummies boss Gra¬ 
ham Drury has seen enough to give 
him a chance. 

“Robert is comfortable on the bike 
and I like his attitude. I’m pleased to 
welcome him to Birmingham Speed¬ 
way as our No.8 rider,” he said. 

“He’s been riding whenever possi¬ 
ble during the winter and I like his 
riding style. It would be no major 
surprise if he started putting our 
reserves under pressure. We will en¬ 
deavour to get him fixed up with as 
many outings as possible.” 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 

ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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Reanne on 
the road to 
play Crucible 

IT’S a long way from Baggeridge Social 
Club to the Crucible. 

But Reanne Evans is well on the road 
to Sheffield - and is hoping to make his¬ 
tory as the first woman to take part in 
the snooker World Championships. 

Not that Reanne is new to global expo¬ 
sure in the sport. 

As women’s world champion for 10 
years running and the first woman to 
take part in the final stages of a world 
ranking event, Reanne Evans is used to 
breaking down barriers. 

The 29-year-old from Dudley has been 
invited to play in the qualifying rounds 
of the tournament, with the carrot of 
massive TV exposure if she makes it to 
the finals proper. 

Practising at Baggeridge and Sedgley 
Ex-Servicemen’s Club, mother-of-one 
Reanne first found fame when she was 
one of two West Midlands amateurs to 
represent Britain at the European Team 
Championships in Latvia in 2004. 

The former Bishop Milner School busi¬ 
ness studies student then went on to de¬ 
fend her world championship title while 
pregnant, admitting: “My bump made 
things a bit difficult on certain shots but 
I was very pleased with the way I per¬ 
formed.” 

While used to attention from the 
media, nothing has prepared her for the 
excitement and support she has received 
since announcing she would compete 
in the qualifying rounds of the World 
Championship, which will be held at 
Ponds Forge, Sheffield, from April 8-15. 

She said: “It’s been very manic. From 
the moment the announcement went out 
the phone didn’t stop. I had to charge my 
phone three times.” 

Reanne will need to win three matches 
to get through the qualifying stage. 

Baggies pair are 
shortlisted for 
monthly awards 

ALBION boss Tony Pulis is in the run¬ 
ning to be named Premier League Man¬ 
ager of the Month for February, while 
goalkeeper Ben Foster is up for the play¬ 
er award. 

The duo have been nominated follow¬ 
ing a month in which the Baggies were 
unbeaten in four Premier League games 
and conceded only two goals. 

Home wins over Swansea City and 
Southampton, coupled with draws at 
Burnley and Sunderland, also helped Al¬ 
bion climb clear of the relegation zone. 

Swans boss Garry Monk is one of 
Pulis’ rivals for the manager prize, along 
with Hull’s Steve Bruce and Liverpool’s 
Brendan Rodgers, both of whom steered 
their clubs to unbeaten records in the 
month. 

Foster, who kept three clean sheets in 
the four games, faces stiff competition 
for the Player of the Month award from 
the likes of Spurs striker Harry Kane, 
who scored four goals in as many games. 

Arsenal’s Mesut Ozil, Swansea’s Jonjo 
Shelvey, Hull’s Dame N’Doye and Liv¬ 
erpool’s Phillippe Coutinho make up the 
rest of the six nominees. 


Cricket club celebrating selection 


HALESOWEN cricketers are celebrating selec¬ 
tion at county level after a host of successful win¬ 
ter trials. 

The club have revealed Yusuf Khan, Elliot 
Evans, Tom Powell, Alex Jordan, Rhys Evans, 
Hayden Evans, Charlie Greening, Hassan Akram, 
Raqeeb Khan, Jujhar Johal, Masharraf Shazad, 
Deon Patel and Tom Wickstead have been called 
to their respective Worcestershire County and 
District age group training squads. 

In addition, Tom Duke, Tom Baker, Sam Butt, 
Jake Ricketts, George Byrne, Mustafa Mumtaz, 
Arran Singh, Archie Reeves and Nathan Hines 
have all been selected to represent the North 


Cricket 


Worcestershire District at their respective age 
groups. Club chairman Richard Evans said: 
“Once again the club are immensely proud that 
so many of our lads have been selected to play 
representative cricket this summer. 

“We congratulate them all and a special men¬ 
tion must go to Jujhar, Masharraf and Hayden 
who have all been selected for the Development 
of Excellence squads by Worcestershire. 

“On behalf of the Club and all parents I would 
like to thank all of the coaches who continue to 


give their time freely and selflessly to develop all 
of our youth players.’ 

Meanwhile the club will be unveiling several 
new signings in the near future ahead of the new 
season with the first and second teams again 
playing in the Birmingham & District Premier 
Leagues and the third and fourth teams in the 
Worcester County League. 

The Club hold its AGM on Thursday March 19 
and all members are urged to attend. 

Tickets are selling well for the evening with 
former World Darts semi-finalist Wayne Mardle 
on Wednesday April 29 and are available from 
sportstalkevents.co.uk. 


OLD HALES LOSE 
BATTLE ROYALE 


Penalty point seals DK’s fate 



Luke Greenwood scores DK’s first try late in the game against Longton 


Bromsgrove 30 Old Halesonians 25 

THIS always had the makings 
of a great battle, both sides 
fighting to stay in the top half 
of the league with Grove one 
place above. 

Hales came out battling from the off 
and the larger home pack were contin¬ 
ually knocked back by ferocious tack¬ 
ling from the visitors. 

Hales backs had a platform and within min¬ 
utes centre Carl Robinson and Brother Andy 
were making breaks. Carl collected and sprinted 
through the defence for a try, converted by Chris 
Hooper. 

It was one way traffic for 25 minutes with an¬ 
other break by C Robinson, to the supporting 
Hooper to Wing Luke Smith who sprinted for a 
try, converted by Hooper. 

A penalty was then converted by Hooper. 
Grove came back with a penalty but Hales again 
dominated in most areas, Hooper breaking for 
a try for a 3-22 lead at half time.The home side 
came out refreshed and quickly set about the 
fight back. 

Excellent 

Though the Hales tackling was excellent the 
pressure told with two tries, one converted for a 
15-22 score. Hales again came back forcing an¬ 
other penalty which Hooper converted to lead 
15-25. 

Hales again suffered injuries with wing War¬ 
ren Oliver and second row Guy Field leaving 
the play, replaced by Patrick Lufkin and James 
Martin this left replacement issues, Loz Breese 
moved to centre, Andy Robinson to full back and 
Prop replacement Harry Higgs coming in at sec¬ 
ond row. 

The disruption affected Hales with 15 minutes 
to go, Bromsgrove took advantage and a penalty 
brought them to 18-25. They fought back with 
a try from a lineout and driving maul. The con¬ 
version was successful to draw level 25-25 with 5 
minutes to go. 

Hales could not get possession, Grove again 
made ground, fed their backs for the left wing 
to avoid tacklers to score the deciding try in the 
corner for a final score and victory 30-25.. 


DK 12 Longton 31 

DK kicked off and through good play estab¬ 
lished themselves in the Longton half for the 
first quarter of the game. 

In the second quarter Longton came more 
into the game and were able to score two tries. 

The first try came from an extra man in the 
line allowing full back Luke Fowles to run in. 
Their second try came from right wing Liam 
Price. After a few minutes of the second half, 
DK forced Longton to mishandle and James 
Jefferson skipped in for a try, only to turn 
round and find the referee penalising DK for 
offside. 


Luke Fowles added another try, which took 
the score to 0-26, giving Longton the bonus 
point that relegated DK. 

Then, true to recent form, a late revival, 
Luke Greenwood dived over the line following 
a driving maul. 

From a dropped bah Mark Cartwright was 
on hand to touch down. Jamie Hearn added the 
extras. 

To finish the scoring Liam Price made it a 
brace when he ran in unopposed in the last 
minute to make the score. Two players wor¬ 
thy of special mention are Jefferson and Luke 
Greenwood 


Confidence 
for end of 
season spot 

OLD Halesonians manager David But¬ 
ler is confident they will end their sea¬ 
son well, despite facing three of the top 
Midlands 1 teams in a matter of weeks. 

They beat second place Stone at the 
weekend, earning enough points to en¬ 
sure they will stay in the league this 
year. 

An impressive effort and two goals 
from Paul Woodall boosted morale, with 
Charles Palmer and Graham Knight 
adding points later in the match. 

With high spirits, they’ll now face 
league leaders Stourport, who are unde¬ 
feated in 18 matches but drew in their 
last against Telford & Wrekin. 

Butler said: “We’re quite positive 
about things at present as we’ve only 
been beaten twice in the last nine 
matches. 

“We had a poor pre-season and it took 
its toll early on in the season but we’re 
playing with more confidence and are 
under no illusions about the test that 
Stourport will present. 

“They slipped up last week and should 
have already been crowned champions. 
I’m sure they’ll be eyeing up this home 
game as a chance to seal it. 

“We’re looking forward to the chal¬ 
lenge but will have to repeat the deter¬ 
mination we showed against Stone. 

“We believe we are a mid table side 
who can compete with anyone in the di¬ 
vision. We have a stable squad. 

“We are already beginning to looking 
ahead to next season, we do recognise a 
couple of quality signings could be what 
we need to push us to the top end of 
the table.” Squad captain Christopher 
Wattley added: “We have being trying 
to ease the pressure off ourselves as we 
find our game improves when we are re- 

• Delight - Page 39 

Williamson eager 
to start new season 

CRADLEY Heathens star Matt William¬ 
son is counting down the days in eager¬ 
ness for the new season to start. 

Williamson, who came through a suc¬ 
cessful practice session at Peterborough 
on Saturday, confirmed he is feeling fit 
and ready for the new season which is 
just over a week away. 

He said: “I was the first to admit the 
end of last season was tough for me for 
a number of reasons, but after spending 
time back on a bike over the past few 
weeks I can’t wait to go racing again. 

“I feel fit and keen to impress every¬ 
one this season and want to improve 
again on what I achieved last season.” 


★★★ The Chronicle, a Midland News 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled con¬ 
tent of newspapers 
in 2013 was 83.5% 


Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, March 12, 2015 



DO YOU HAVE A LEAKY OR 
DAMAGED ROOF? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO NEVER HAVE TO 
MAINTAIN YOUR ROOF AGAIN? ASK ABOUT 
DRY VERGES, RIDGES AND VALLEYS FOR 
MAINTENANCE FREE ROOFING FOR LIFE! 

• Fascias & Soffits - Fiat Roofs - Fibreglass 
Roofs - Tiled Roofs - Roof Repairs 

• Free loft insulation with all new roofs! 

• CALL for a no obligation quotation TODAY! 


NWROGUE 

TRADERSHERE 


0800 233 5000 

www.safer.to 

birmingham.gov.uk/tradingstandards 

















































